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The sociological analysis of the art of carpet (Case study: Arak
region)

Azam Ravadrad', Amir Hossein Chit Sazian?,Azam Jaluli?

Abstract

In this article, an attempt has been made to identify and analyze the world of Arak carpet
art using Howard Becker’s theory of art world. Becker argues that to understand
sociology of art, we must see art as a collective activity. Here, the issue of collective
artistic activity about the art of carpet in Arak region is studied respectively. The
research method was qualitative with a mixture of documentary and fild work for data
collection. This include activities such as direct observation, talking with experst and
people active in the field, doing photography and taking notes from published sources
and cultural documents. The formal and stylistic analysis of Arak carpet designs
completed the task. Based on the collected information, the social relations around the
carpet as a cultural product is described in the process of its production, distribution and
consumption. Findings showed that not only carpet production is a collective art activity,
but also each of the participants in this art world influences the final product, which is
the carpet, and determines its shape and implicit meanings.

Key words: Art world- Arak Carpet- Production of art — Distribution of art-
Consumption of art.
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