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Different cultures of energy consumption (Case study of
Mashhad households)

Batoul Mahmoud Molaei Kermani !, Hossein Mirzaei 2, Mahdi Kolahi 3,
Mahdi Kermani*

Abstract

Today, one of the causes of environmental pollution is how to consume home energy.
Global statistics also show an increase in energy consumption. Of course, energy
consumption among individuals and families is done in various ways and patterns, which
is interpreted as the culture of energy consumption .And this culture of consumption
depends on various factors. The main purpose of this study is to identify different cultures
of energy consumption (gas and electricity) among Mashhad families in 1398 A mixed
methods methodology is used to address the study's aims. In the qualitative stage, semi-
structured interviews with 27 people were conducted, and in the quantitative stage, 599
people of different households in Mashhad were surveyed.

Based on the findings of the qualitative section, in general, they are two main cultures
including " spendthrift " and "thrifty" with eight different subcultures like committed
frugality, selfish frugality, inevitable frugality, emotional consumerism, unbalanced
consumerism, imitation consumerism, compensation consumers, and Conspicuous
consumers. The results of the quantitative section showed that 59.33% and 40.67% of the
sample are considered in the categories of spendthrift culture and thrifty culture,
respectively. The analysis also showed that the "spendthrift culture™ is more dominated in
developed areas.

Key words: Cultures Energy Consumption, spendthrift culture, Mashhad.
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