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! Constructivist Grounded Theory Methodology
2 Charmaz, & Thornberg
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From School to culture: Explaining the socio-cultural process of
chivalry and the configuration of zurkhaneh sport in Iran

Ahmad Mootab !, Vajiheh Javani 2, AbouAli Vedadhir 3

Abstract

Zurkhaneh has played an important role in the intellectual leadership of liberation
movements and the promotion of the rites and rituals of fatwa and chivalrous deeds during
the ups and downs of the history of Iran. Therefore, this study seeks to explain the socio-
cultural process of chivalry and the configuration of sports or in fact the Zurkhaneh school
in Iran. The methodological approach of this research is the constructivist grounded theory
developed by Kathy Charmaz. Participants in this study (key informants), were well-
known and experienced heroes who were both practically and theoretically familiar with
the culture, history, customs of Zurkhaneh, as well as the experienced researchers in this
who were selected by the snowball sampling method. A total of nineteen key informants
and experts in Zurkhaneh sports were recruited through qualitative or purposeful sampling.
A semi-structured interview was used to collect data and the interviews were continued
until theoretical saturation was reached. The findings of this study show that the socio-
cultural process of Ayari and the formation of the Zurkhaneh school in Iran can be
explained and summarized in three semantic clusters: a) Axial phenomenon: current
actions, reactions and interactions in Zurkhaneh space; (B) The underlying factors or
conditions affecting the actions, reactions, and interactions of the chivalry which some of
them are facilitators or deter of it; And ¢) components related to the consequences and
effects of actions, reactions and interactions in the Zurkhaneh space, which include the
space governing the Zurkhaneh, the space governing the sports environment as an
intermediate environment, and society as a macro environment.

Key words: Chivalry, Rite of Death, Zurkhaneh and the ancient sports, Pahlavan, School,
Culture.
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