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Abstract

Reproductive behavior indicates a person's intellectual background, decision-
making, and ultimately performance in having a child. Social researchers
consider the changes in the family as the inevitable result of structural changes
in society, especially ideological changes. In this study, fertility behavior in
relation to the variables of religiosity, media consumption and education level
has been studied by survey method. The statistical population of the present
study was married women aged 15-49 years old in Tabriz, which according to
the 2016 census, their number is about 338220 people. The sample size was
estimated to be 498 people using Cochran's formula and the sampling method
was multi-stage cluster. In order to collect data, standard and researcher-made
questionnaires were used. The descriptive findings of the study showed that
12.9% of the women were childless and 75.5% of women had one or two
children. The results of testing the research hypotheses showed that there is a
positive and significant relationship between religiosity and women's fertility
behavior and with increasing the level of women's religiosity, their fertility and
childbearing behavior improved. While there was a significant inverse
relationship between women's media consumption and their reproductive
behavior. Also, the fertility rate of women was significantly different based on
the level of education of women and their husbands.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Fertility behavior indicates a person's intellectual
background, decision-making, and ultimately
performance in having a child. Social researchers
consider the changes in the family as an inevitable
result of structural changes in society, especially
ideological ones. Rapid and huge decline in fertility
over the past three decades has made Iran one of the
countries with below replacement fertility.

Since societies are facing with challenging
population issues regarding their reducing growth
rate and population aging, so many researchers have
trying to understand the factors affecting
reproductive behavior. Understanding how fertility
decreases requires understanding those broad-band
sociocultural changes, especially in family and
status of women as a result of global change. In
recent era, women, as the main pillars of family and
fertility, have experienced many changes, which
have also affected the attitudes of men and women
towards childbearing. These changes brought about
many changes into the contemporary families, such
as prevalence of one-child or childless families,
which in turn, can cause structural changes at
family, society, economy, culture, politics, and
security of a country. Therefore, researches that
address underlying social and economic factors of
lower fertility, are highly required. This will help to
implementation of need plans to manage the related
population issues of low and lower fertility.
Demographic changes occur over time, and these
changes could have tremendous socio-economic
consequences for the society.

2-Method

In this study, fertility level is studies in relation to
variables such as; religiosity, media consumption,
and education level by survey method. The
statistical population of the study was married
women of 15-49 years-old in Tabriz City, which
estimated to be 338220 according to the 2016
national census. The sample size was determined to
be 498 people using Cochran's formula and selected
by the multi-stage cluster sampling method.
Standard and also researcher-made questionnaires
were used to collect needed data. In order to assess
the validity of the indices, face validity was used and
to evaluate the reliability, the internal consistency
method (Cronbach's alpha coefficient) was used.
Since women's number of children (as fertility
index) and their media consumption were measured
directly, there was no need to examine their
reliability. The alpha value for all of the indices,
indicates acceptable reliability level.

3-Results

According to findings of the study, 12.9% of women
were childless and 75.5% of them had only one or
two children. Mean of religiosity index, which is
measured by 17 items, is 82.2, which according to
the range of the index, (17 to 102) could be regarded
as higher than the midpoint of the related scale.
Regarding media consumption, which 8 items were
used to measure it, the mean value of media
consumption index is estimated to be 19.1, which
was lower than the midpoint of the related scale.
With respect to hypothesis testing, women's fertility
behavior (No. of Children) is significantly different
based on their level of education. In fact, women
with higher levels of education, have small number
of children, and conversely, larger number of
children are shown among women with lower levels
of education. Correspondingly, women's No. of
children is statistically and significantly related to
their husbands' level of education in the same
direction. There is a positive and significant
relationship between religiosity and women's
number of children. As women's religiosity
increases, their number of children increases as well.
Taking the media consumption, there was a
significant and inverse relationship between
women's media use and the number of children they
have.

4-Conclusion

Significant relationship between women's education
and also their hushands' education with number of
children is in line with the theory of modernization,
social capillarity, diffusion theory, and also are
comparable to findings of researches such as; Enayat
et al. (2011), Chamani et al. (2016), Kharayef et al.
(2017), Kim (2016) and Yoshi et al. (2011).
According to the theory of modernization, with the
collapse of the traditional arrangements of life,
people looking for new wurban and industrial
lifestyles, their attitudes and tendencies to have
children change drastically. According to Giddens
too, modernity changes the emotions and the
prevalence of private life, as a result of which
childbearing changes and the number of childless
spouses increases. In Iran, due to the increase in
level of women's education, their fertility behavior
has been affected in such a way that the majority of
educated women have only one child. Moreover,
there is a significant relationship between media
consumption and women's number of children. In
this regard, the findings of the study are consistent
with the theory of media dissemination and
consumption and also with findings of previous
studies such as; Mahmoudian et al. (2015), Enayat
et al. (2011), Aghayari et al. (2011), Soroush and
Bahrani (2013). Taking the media impact, Gerbner
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put an emphasis on the role of television in
conventionalization of common perspectives among
people. Giddens believes that the media has a
extensive effect on opinion and experiences of
individuals. According to Giddens, mass media
includes a wide variety of media such as television,
newspapers, radio, internet magazines, and etc., and
covers many aspects of personal and social
universes. At the present time, mass media play an
important role in spreading the idea of
contraception. Caldwell considers the role of media
in promoting the widespread use of contraceptives
and the idea of small family. There is also a
significant relationship between religiosity and
women's number of children. The results of the
study in this respect, are consistent with the findings
of previous researches of Mahmoudian et al. (2015),
Soroush and Bahrani (2013), Chamani et al. (2015),
Rad and Thawabi (2015), Ford and Morgan (2008),
Neumann and Seiderman (1986), Zang (2008) and
Hink (2006). Results show that as the religiosity
level increases among women, they will bring
higher number of children, and conversely, smaller

number of children are generally found among
women with lower levels of religiosity, the finding
that again is analogous to majority of previous
researches.

markers and a non-verbal means of communication
of the often highly fragmented and multi-faceted
meanings of young girls’ identity. In Iran, a
transition from a culture-debating to a culture —
consuming public has occurred during the past
decades. However, the cultural imperatives of a
hegemonic order encompass the whole area of lived
experience.
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