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: Abstract

Received: Novamber 26, 2021 ¢ Jalal Malekshah is one of the modern Kurdish poets whose poetic experience
Accepted: March 9, 2022 : dates back to pre-Islamic Revolution. He first wrote poetry in Persian, and
Available online: June 29,2022 : athough he was not very old, he became a member of the Writers' Association
¢ of Iran due to his special ability in writing. After the fall of the Pahlavi regime,
: he started composing Kurdish poetry due to the current situation and the
: atmosphere in Kurdish society, and he soon achieved success. One of the most
: important features of Jalal's poetry is the reflection of society's issues and social
: conditionss. He had a restless and protesting psyche because of the many
: problems he saw. His protests, which mostly concern his social self, sometimes
: take on an ideological color and in this regard, he has been able to use the
: language of poetry to fight against injustices, oppression and poverty. In
¢ reflecting social conditions, he has been able to show the ugly face of his society
: in the form of poetry and a few short stories he wrote. In this research, which
¢ has been done in a descriptive-analytical method, using content analysis
: techniques, we try to interpert the problems of society in Jalal's poems. The
: results of the research indicate that Jalal's poetry is a diagram of suffering and
¢ persecution from his point of view on society and on the other hand he has been
: able to show the view of some social groups in his poetry. In fact, his poetry, as
Lukach puts it, reflects the problems of his society.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Jalal Malekshah was born in "Malekshan" village
in Sanandaj where he completed his education. He
started composing poetry and writing stories in
earnest at an early age when he discovered that
poetry was a way to ease his pain and became a
determined worker, writer and poet. From an early
age, he published his poems and critical articles in
many national magazines. His strenuous efforts in
writing led him to join the Iranian Writers'
Association (IWA), although he never published any
of his books at that time. From a sociopolitical point
of view, the outbreak of the Islamic Revolution in
Iran in 1979 provided the conditions for Jalal, who
had previously written in Persian, to write in
Kurdish, his native language. In the same years he
met the great Kurdish poet Hemin and, at his
invitation, joined the “Serveh” (Nasim) magazine,
which was published by Hemin, and their
association lasted for about 14 years; meanwhile,
Jalal continued his literary undertakings. Perhaps it
is bold to say that after Hemin’s death, the years that
Jalal worked on Serveh were the golden years of this
magazine’s existence.
Without a doubt, Jalal's poetry is one of the turning
points of contemporary Kurdish poetry. The
language of his poetry is firm, simple and
unpretentious. Reflections on Jalal's life had a
profound impact on his poetry and gave his poetry a
special depth. Jalal uses poetry in two areas: 1.
Expression of human pain, flaws of society,
oppression and invasions by the rulers of the masses
and social inequalities, 2. Expressing personal
situations, mental reflections and anxieties of
everyday life.

2- Methods

This paper aims to study the collection of Jalal
Malekshah's poems titled “Zerey Zanjir Voshe
Dilekan” (The sound of Captive words in Chain).
This collection includes one hundred and twenty
pieces of poetry that were written during the years
1357 to 1380 AH (1977 to 2001). This research is a
analytically-descriptively in terms of approach using
the content analysis technique in which Jalal
Malekshah’s poetry is analyzed through the looking
glass of Goldman’s sociology of literary works. The
sociology of literature is divided into traditional and
modern methods, of which the latter is the main
focus of this paper.

3- Results
Jalal's poetry, especially in the second area, is deep,
consistent, considerate and based on his
mythological and sociological knowledge so that his
social observations and his understanding of the
myths of the world set him apart from many other

poets. Jalal's poetry has never yielded to any
tradition or daily life, and this quality has made his
poems novel and unique. Romantic love in Jalal's
poem depends on freedom from tyranny, which is
perceived as an obstacle to reaching his imaginary
lover. Traveling and crossing from what is and
reaching what should be is an integral part of his
verse, and it cannot be separated from his poetry. His
poetry is restless, rebellious and exasperated.
Waiting, the futility of time and a kind of nihilism
are perceived at the beginning of Jalal's poems that
at the end, despite many pains and reflections, the
poet continues to stand on his own feet, resolute and
with self-esteem so that he is never ready to sacrifice
poetry on the altar of bread and fame. His poems
have been translated into English, Arabic, French,
Persian and several other languages.

This approach, as argued, is the sociology of the
content of literature, and “seeks to establish a more
or less close link between the content of the
collective consciousness of society as a whole or of
certain groups and the content of literary works.” To
put it another way, it is anticipated to “clarify the
connection between the unity of artistic forms and
the social conditions of their origin, or the
connection between the structures that govern the
world of works and the structures of collective
consciousness or the worldview of social groups and
classes.” Goldman believes there is a reasonable
relationship between structures of artistic forms and
the social conditions of their origin. It therefore
attempts to show how the historical situation of a
social group becomes a literary construction through
the author's worldview. Thus, the text must be
interpreted and, on the other hand, it must be
elucidated in the comprehensive social structures.
The theoretical foundations constitute the first
section of this article. Next, the Kurdish poems of
Jalal Malekshah are examined and classified,
followed by a brief interpretation of each of his
social poems, using the technique of content
analysis. Finally, the poems are analyzed in their
social context. The poems can be categorized into
six topics, including 1. Tyranny and oppression, 2.
Life, 3. Politics, 4. Love and passion, 5. Struggle and
6. Homeland. This study aims to study topics 1, 5
and 6 and to study poems from the perspective of the
sociology of literature.

4- Conclusion
In fact, "The sound of Captive words in Chain" is the
statistical population of the study. Addressing these
issues does not necessarily mean that political and
romantic poems and other poems of Jalal Malekshah
have nothing to do with society, the study can not
cover all the abovementioned topics. To this end,
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three topics are divided according to the various
contents and are briefly interpreted. The findings
show a connection between poetry and society, and
between the structures that define the world of
Malekshah's poetry with the structures of collective
consciousness or the worldview of social groups and
classes. In general, Jalal's poetry reflects the
concerns of people contemplating inconsistencies,
disorder, ugliness, oppression, poverty and injustice
in society, and Jalal, voluntarily or involuntarily, in
explicit or sometimes symbolic language, could
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represent this people. The poet cannot sit still as he
sees the oppression, injustice and inconsistencies in
his society. He tries, to reflect them in the form of an
eternal poem. In conclusion, according to Goldman,
the historical situation of the social groups of the
people of Jalal society has become an artistic-
literary structure through the poet's worldview.
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