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: Abstract

: Taste is one of the main signs and elements of social identity that has been
: considered by many sociologists like Pierre Bourdieu. Bourdieu, inspired by the
i Weberian tradition of stratification and pluralism studies, cites taste as an
: acquired mode of social distinction. He argued that culture always gets involved
¢ with social class, which reproduces class domination, and called class
: domination through cultural imposition a symbolic form of violence. The
: present article is a survey of the influence of class and cultural and social capital
. on artistic tastes based on Bourdieu's approach. To carry out the survey a reliable
: and valid questionnaire was designed and distributed among 363 citizens in
: Shiraz city in 2019. The main results of this study can be summarized as follows:
: 1. Social class affects literary and musical taste, 2. Cultural capital affects the
: literary and cinematic taste, 3. The individual's education affects the literary,
¢ musical, and cinematic tastes, and finally 4. The field of study affects literary,
: musical, and cinematic tastes.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction:
Due to the rapid social change since the second

half of the 20th century that has made the nature
of social entities extremely fluid and evolving,
the list of necessary concepts to understand the
new world is on the rise. At the end of the 1950s
and the early years of the 1960s, i.e., the
historical period of “mass consumption of
goods,” the mechanisms of consumption were
fundamentally changed. During this period, for
the first time, workers achieved relatively
sufficient prosperity and could consume goods
based on their “desires” and not purely based on
their needs. The capitalist countries, motivated
by profit and with the aim of selling products,
introduced consumerism as one of the main
elements of globalization.  Nowadays,
consumption is no longer used in the
conventional sense of shopping, but is defined
in relation to broader cultural activities; each
consumer's action is an event in which he/she
participates in a set of processes.

Bourdieu argues that cultural consumption is a
way to differentiate various strata and claim
higher status. Also, he expresses that all cultural
customs and symbols, from artistic tastes,
clothing styles, and eating habits to religion,
science, philosophy, and even language itself,
have benefits and their function is to increase
social distinctions. Bourdieu states that culture
always gets involved with social class, which
reproduces class domination, and called class
domination through cultural imposition a
symbolic form of violence. He introduced new
concepts such as space and social field and
considered social class as people who have the
same economical, social, and cultural capital
along with the same tastes and lifestyles.
Identifying consumption patterns in the field of
cultural and artistic goods (as one of the
characteristics of lifestyle) among social classes
is a way to study and recognize social and
cultural changes. These patterns can also lead
to understanding the formation of social forces

in cultural contexts. In this research, based on
Bourdieu's theory regarding the relationship
between individuals' cultural tastes and artistic
choices with their social status, the literary,
cinematic, and musical tastes of people living
in Shiraz will be evaluated.

2- Method:

The present article is a survey of the influence
of class and cultural and social capital on
artistic tastes based on Bourdieu's approach. To
carry out the survey a reliable and valid
questionnaire was designed and distributed
among citizens in Shiraz city which were
selected in 2019. A multi-staged random
sampling was conducted to achieve a sample
size of 384 citizens of Shiraz. Due to
incomplete information, 21 questionnaires
were excluded and the final analysis was
carried out with 363 questionnaires. The
dependent variable of the study is artistic taste
and to measure it, the three dimensions
including musical taste, literary taste, and
cinematic taste, which are among the legitimate
forms of culture in Bourdieu's view, have been
questioned. Also, another reason to study these
three areas is the frequency of consumption of
literary, musical, and cinematic works in
Iranian society.

3- Results:

In the social field, the main results of this study
can be summarized as follows: 1) Social class
affects literary and musical taste, 2) Cultural
capital affects literary and cinematic taste, 3)
The individual's education affects the literary,
musical, and cinematic tastes, 4) The field of
study affects literary, musical, and cinematic
tastes, 5) Social capital affects musical taste, 6)
The individual's job affects literary and
cinematic tastes 7) Both father's and mother's
education affect the child's cinematic taste and
father's education affects the literary taste and
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finally 9) the individual's age affects the
cinematic and musical tastes.

4- Conclusion:

The results of this study indicate that despite
the major differences between the social,
economic, and cultural context of Shiraz and
Iran (where this research has been conducted)
with the social context in which Bourdieu
expressed his ideas, Bourdieu's main ideas and
concepts (including field and habitus) are
completely beneficial and can be conducted to
analyze the social situation and individual's
actions in this different context. In addition, the
new middle class in Shiraz, which hold culture-
related jobs and have a higher education than
other classes, tries to improve their position in
the social fields by accumulating cultural
capital and adopting strategies based on the link

between individual habitus and their field
conditions along with the conscious calculation
of profit.
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