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i Abstract
: The present study analyzes the position of cultural studies in Iran through articles
¢ published in the quarterly journal of cultural studies and communication in the period

i 2013-2017. The theoretical basis of the research was the views of Chris Rojek, who
: divides this field of knowledge into four periods: national-popular, textual-
: theatrical, global post-belief, and governance and politics. Qualitative meta-analysis
: was used and the data collection technique was document review. According to
: findings, out of 156 papers reviewed, 97 papers are in the field of cultural texts, 25
: papers are about the marginalized, 8 articles are about daily life, 7 articles are about
: the analysis of popular culture, 4 articles are about cultural politics, and 14 articles
: cover other topics. The content of the articles indicates that cultural studies in Iran
: does not tend to represent silent voices; does not pay much attention to context and
. texture; It is abstract and the study population is the middle-class people of Tehran.
: Meanwhile, Iran has a range of different social groups with experience of multiple
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: forms of inequality both in the field of redistribution policy and in the realm of
¢ recognition policy. In this sense, most of these studies seem to be limited to
: depoliticizing society «and do not intervene much. But that is not the whole story.
: Although significant changes have taken place in the last two decades and an
: important part of our lives is affected by complex economic and political processes,

: this area of knowledge still seeks textual studies. It does not pay attention to how it
: changes at the level of the material reality of everyday life. Finally, cultural studies
¢ in Iran have not yet been able to follow a particular research program and It has not
: yetachieved the creation of Iranian cultural studies that is inherent in this thought.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction:
Cultural studies as a dynamic research program has

a high position in the field of humanities. The
formation of this field of knowledge goes back to the
Center for Contemporary Cultural Studies of the
University of Birmingham, England. The center was
first established by Hogarth in the 1960s and has
been influenced by two currents of thought. First,
literary criticism or the tradition of culture critics,
especially the current Levisism, second, Western
Marxism. This center provided the basis for carrying
out a series of cultural research such as media,
identity, ethnicity, immigrants, class, and gender.
Cultural studies in its western experience basically
belongs to the Subordinate and seeks to analyze and
interpret the marginalized strata in terms of (gender,
ethnicity, class, and race). But the purpose of
cultural studies in Iran is different. It seems that the
influence of accepting this approach in Iran from its
western roots has not been integrated and coherent.
The agenda of this approach and its topics and goals
have received less attention and scientific
evaluation. By agenda, we mean focusing on related
issues such as media studies, identity studies, urban
studies, textual studies, or cultural policy. The
current research aims to evaluate the scientific
articles published in this field by considering the
"subject"” and "objective". It is obvious that by
having a correct understanding of these two, it is
possible to make a more accurate assessment of the
representation of marginal groups in Iran and the
goals of this research program.

2- Methods:

The research method is meta-analysis. The reviewed
texts of this research are 156 scientific-research
articles based on the paradigm of cultural studies in
the quarterly journal of the Iranian Association for
Cultural and Communication Studies, which were
published between 1992 and 1996. Data analysis
was done in 5 steps. 1. Organization of data. The
data were categorized according to five categories of
Subordinate, cultural texts, daily life, popular
culture, and cultural policy. 2. Data classification
was done within each separate field. 3. Checking the
research questions according to the data: In the
discussion of the topic, social existence was the
subject of research and in the goal section, its
purpose was considered. 4. Search was done to
justify the data. 5. Writing the report was done.

3- Findings:

More than two decades have passed since the
beginning of the field of cultural studies in Iranian
universities. This field of knowledge has some
characteristics that make it different from its main
source in the Birmingham school.

Contextuality: Cultural studies is contextual
knowledge by nature. This type of study is less
abstract and pays attention to the reality, the
conditions of the possibility of social events, power
relations, and relations resulting from them.
Emancipation: Cultural studies in Iran are confined
to the university environment and are not related to
society. This field of study not only does not provide
a serious critique of society's situation but also does
not base its knowledge on specific and specific
interests. Therefore, with such conditions, one
cannot expect from this approach the realization of
emancipation at the level of the materialism of the
forces.

Ignoring Subordinate and paying attention to the
Tehrani middle class: the purpose of cultural
studies has been to pay attention to Subordinate and
people on the margins and to their issues and
problems, in order to represent their problems and
provide the basis for change to improve their quality
of life. But this approach in Iran has focused its
attention on the middle class.

Social change: Cultural studies has always been
against depoliticization since the beginning of its
development in the western experience and has had
plans in this field, but in Iran it lacks a plan for
intervention in the field of politics.
Text-centeredness: Most of the studies conducted
in the field of Iranian cultural studies are text-
centered and examine society through the text.

Not having a research tradition: there were
articles that were not included in any of our desired
indicators, there were also a number of articles that
were not conducted with the approach of cultural
studies, but were published in the Cultural Studies
Quarterly.

Ignoring cultural policy: Cultural studies have
performed poorly in the field of cultural
policymaking, either they basically did not want to
get involved in this field or they do not know what
cultural policymaking is, as a result, not many
studies have been conducted in this field and this is
one of the weak points of this approach in Iran.
Cultural studies in Iran is not able to deal with the

Ebrahimi et al. Iranian Cultural Studies, Ignoring Subalterns and Depoliticization



Sociology of Culture and Art

Volume 4. Issue 2 . Summer 2022. Pages 67 to 84

cultural policy because it pays too much attention to
the review of texts.

4-Discussion and Conclusion:
Considering what has been said, it should be noted

that cultural studies in Iran are highly abstract and
do not approach phenomena in a very pragmatic and
experimental way, and are only satisfied with
description. Another reason for the weakness of
studies in this approach is perhaps the lack of
specific discourse and the lack of research tradition
among the conducted researches. It seems that a part
of cultural studies in Iran has served the market and
the concern of justice has been forgotten. With these
interpretations, cultural studies lead to the
production of organic intellectuals, which Hall
mentions as the goal of cultural studies. It is clear
from the evidence that the related mechanisms of
cultural studies, both at the institutional level and at

the discourse level, in contemporary Iran, instead of
producing this type of intellectuals, produce more
traditional intellectuals. In the end, it seems that this
approach in Iran does not lead to anything worthy of
attention for the society, because the special
knowledge that has been produced in the name of
cultural studies, is neither expected by a specific
audience for it nor is coherence found in it.
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