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Available online: September 13, research, the representation of the ethical behaviors of Iranians in these works

2022 ¢ has been examined and criticized. temperament genre with the aim of surveying

¢ and cataloging the cultural and ethical characteristics of Iranians is one of the

special types of social writings that has a long life and is at least equal to the

emergence of academic sociology in the country. The book "Az Maast Ke Bar

Maast" by Reza Bahrampour is the sample studied in this research. To review

and criticize the representation of the ethical behavior of Iranians in this work,

the method of critical discourse analysis based on Van Dijk's model has been

used. The results showed that the temperament genre uses many ideological

strategies to depict the moral behavior of Iranians. Rather than investigating and

describing the cultural and ethical behaviors of Iranians, this discourse is

constructing these behaviors. In this way, directing the behavior of Iranians, it

: leads them to morally objectionable behaviors; According to Bahrampour's

Keywords: Ethical behaviors, : representation in this book, the ethical behaviors of Iranians are three times more

Moral culture, Representation, ¢ than the moral behavior they like. In fact, the temperament genre makes this

Critical discourse analysis, : possibility available to Iranians to interpret their actions toward non-lranians.

Ideology. ¢ Therefore, these works tell Iranians that they are inherently immoral and, on the
¢ other hand, Westerners are inherently moral people.

|
; |
: ®ficife)f  Khanmohamadi, E., Moradi, R., Beheshti, S. S., & Akvani, H. (2022). The Critical |
|
|

| Discourse Analysis of the Representation of Iranian Temperamen. Sociology of Culture and !
| Art. 4(3). 164-185. !

Corresponding author: Ramin Moradi

Address: Assistant Professor, Department of Social Sciences, The University of Yasouj, Yasouj, Iran.
Tell: 09126588620

Email: rmoradi@yu.ac.ir



L e

,‘:f%,{\,h;li Sociology of Culture and Art

Volume 4. Issue 3. Autumn 2022. Pages164 to 185

Extended Abstract
1- Introduction:

The research on Iranian ethics has been of
interest to Iranians and non-Iranians for
many years. The number of books that
have been published in this field in recent
years and the public interest in them shows
that ethical behavior is still an attractive
issue for people and researchers.

In this research, we seek to examine the
image that Iranian writers have presented
about ethical behaviors in Iranian society.
Many works have been published in the
field of Iranian temperament. These works
claim to have presented an original
representation of the ethical behaviors of
Iranian society. In this research, the book
"Az Maast Ke Bar Maast" by Reza
Bahrampour was selected as a research
sample. The main question of the article is
how the ethical behaviors of Iranians are
represented in the book "Az Maast Ke Bar
Maast"? And what strategies are used in
this book to represent the ethical behaviors
of Iranians?

2- Methods:

To review and criticize the representation
of the ethical behaviors of Iranians in this
work, the method of critical discourse
analysis based on Theon Van Dijk's model
has been wused. Based on the non-
probability purposeful sampling method,
we have selected Reza Bahrampour's book
"Az Maast Ke Bar Maast" from among the
books on the temperament genre.

To review and criticize this book, all the
pages of the book have been completely
analyzed. We have analyzed the book
generally in two stages; In the first step, we
have described the author's claims; In this
way, what is his general opinion about the
ethical behaviors of Iranians, and what
image of the ethical behaviors of Iranians
has he given? The second stage of analysis
is the operationalization of theoretical
topics. The categories and variables that

can be extracted from different texts in
critical discourse analysis based on Theon
Van Dijk's method are mainly ideological.

3- Results:

Based on Van Dijk's method, fourteen
categories were extracted from the text of
this book, all of which were ideological. In
this book, the author compares the ethical
behaviors of Iranians with the ethical
behaviors of Westerners. The picture that
the author gives of the ethical behaviors of
Iranians is based on exaggerating the
ethical vices and downplaying the ethical
virtues of Iranians. Therefore, the author's
approach is generally a negative
representation of lIranian ethics. In fact,
Bahrampour emphasizes the bad behavior
of Iranians and ignores their good behavior.
In this polarization, Iranians are presented
as unreliable, inferior, irrational, backward
and strange. These are the same strategies
that Said mentioned in the Orientalism
book. The ethical behavior of Iranians is
represented in this book in an essentialist
and  stereotypical  manner.  Using
ideological strategies, the author assumes
that all Iranians are the same and with
reductionism, he reduces the ethical
characteristics of Iranians to simple and
negative stereotypes and portrays these
stereotypes in a natural and obvious way.
Using the generalization strategy, the
author comes to the conclusion that all
Iranians  have the same ethical
characteristics. In addition, from examples
related to today's society, it can be
concluded that Iranians have been like this
throughout history. Bahrampour
generalizes the ethical behaviors that exist
among contemporary lIranians to the entire
history of Iran.

4- Conclusion:

In this book, an ideological account of the
ethical behaviors of Iranians is presented. Due
to their discursive nature, such books can
influence the ethical behaviors of Iranians and
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create the mental image of Iranians. Therefore,
the image that Bahrampour creates for Iranians
is mainly based on immoral behavior. This
representation can cause pessimism and
mistrust and as a result, reduce social capital
among Iranians. As a result, such books, rather
than describing people's behavior, give
direction to those behaviors and thus create an
Iranian understanding of themselves. Now, if
this understanding is based on obscene
behaviors, Iranians consider their society as
immoral society.

According to Van Dijk's theory,
Bahrampour's ideological narrative of Iranians
provides the possibility for Iranians to interpret
their moral behavior towards non-Iranians and
especially Westerners. Based on this, Iranians
identify themselves with their moral vices.
Because the ideologies in these works are
Iranians' grammar for social action. In general,
these works tell people that they are inherently
immoral, and in contrast to Westerners, they are
inherently moral people. These works actually
organize the beliefs of Iranians in the field of

ethics and as a result, form an understanding of
Iranians in the society which is distorted. This
same distorted understanding, in addition to
exonerating structures and influential historical
and political factors, blames individuals, and as
a result, the solution offered to get out of this
situation says that we lranians must change.
Therefore, criticism of structures and
institutions will not be important. Because
based on this type of representation, institutions
basically do not have an effective role in the
formation of ethical behaviors.
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