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: done by studying all the images and taking into account the image which

: contains human personality. Findings show that gender segregation and
maximum coverage —Hijab- of girls are the main features of the images on the
: cover. Images can be defined due to the gender stereotypes of the social roles
: of women and men. The highlighting on famous male historical figures, the
emphasis on the maternal role of women, and the ignorance of their roles in the
public sphere, along with the smaller number of female characters than men,
¢ have generally resulted in bias. As a result, cover images promote gender
: stereotypes in communicating and engaging audiences, socializing and
motivating them.

Abstract

: The cover of the textbooks has been designed and written as the first
communication medium between educational content and the audience of
¢ children with the aim of socialization of the next generation. A systematic
: review of book covers, as an interdisciplinary subject in the field of social
sciences in general and in sociology, cultural studies, and also with a gender
¢ approach in the study of women in particular, new angles of power relations,
: roles reveal new perspectives on power relations, gender roles, and gender
relations. This study was conducted to gender study of communication patterns
: between human characters by social semiotics approach. Regarding
Representative, interactive and combined meaning 13 images from the total

images on the cover were analyzed. The selection of these images has been
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction:

Functionally, the education sub-system, in addition
to teaching science by socializing children from an
early age, while promoting preferred values and
norms, transmits teachings in accordance with the
policies of the socio-cultural political system to
children and, in fact, to the next generation.
Regarding this, reaching consensus and harmony
among students (as well as other related social
institutions, especially the family) in line with the
dominant values and beliefs, as well as unifying the
behavior of activists, has led to the accomplishment
of social order. Therefore, this sub-system plays an
important role in every society.

In this regard, textbooks act as the main tools of
this socialization and are the basis of children's
explicit and implicit education. They help the
teacher in conveying concepts and meanings, and
at the same time, they clearly clarify the policies,
educational policies, goals and performance
methods directly and indirectly.

What insights do various approaches of social
science studies have with textbooks? Cultural
studies tell us that these images are not passive as it
was debated, and it is by deciphering different texts
that we can expose its ideological rules and
introduce the level and patterns of communication
hidden in the truth of the underlying power
relations.

Hence, it seems that the images on the cover of text
book are among the very important texts that are
seen at the first glance and more than other parts of
the book, and they firstly communicate with the
learners and attract their attention. These images
generally change less and represent the
generational memories of different groups of
students from the school levels. So, this research
tries to answer these main questions:

* How are the gender relations represented in the
text of these pictures, qualitatively?

* Are the presented models of the gender
relationship in order to confirm the gender
stereotypes or correct them?

* Are the images on the cover of these books
reproducing traditional roles or are they aimed at
condemning and rejecting these roles?

2- Methods:

This research analyzes the images on the cover of
elementary school textbooks using the qualitative
and productive method of social semiotics. Based
on this, in the present research, the pictures of the
covers of elementary school textbooks -published
in the academic year 1401-1400- have been
considered as the statistical population. All the
images were examined and those with human
characters were semiotically studied. Among all the
images on the cover of this collection, 13 were
selected in a purposeful way and analyzed as a
statistical sample. The sampling criterion was the
presence of male and female characters in the
picture. Therefore, the images were carefully
examined and those that contained natural symbols
and did not contain human forms were discarded so
that the analysis could proceed in a methodical
manner. First of all, the images were analyzed from
the perspective of social semiotics and based on
Kress and Van Leeuwen's triple meta-roles based
on Representative Structure, interactive structure
and Compounded Structure. Then the images
centered on gender, clothing style and lifestyle and
the situations represented in objective conditions
were analyzed.

3- Finding

Studying the pictures on the cover of the
elementary level showed that the number of female
characters drawn (37%) is less than that of men
(58%). Female characters are less present in
compound images. In the compound images, the
basic principle and obvious characteristic is gender
segregation, which has been carefully followed
since the elementary books. The maximum hijab is
the second characteristic of the depiction of girls in
the textbook covers of this section. Therefore, in
response to the first question of the research, it
should be said that, as it appears from the images
examined on the cover, the gender relationship is
based on features such as the importance of the
male gender in terms of the repetition index, the
necessity of gender segregation, and the necessity
of observing dress codes in order to cover the head
and body for women.

No working women are seen in the pictures on the
covers of the books. So, students cannot understand
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the social role of women in the public arena,
despite the abundance of female labor in the
Iranian labor market, while the social roles of men
are depicted in several cases. Therefore, in
response to the second main question of the
research, it should be said that by avoiding showing
women in non-traditional roles and emphasizing
the responsibility of these roles by men, as well as
portraying women in the role of mothers in the
private sphere, the images are consistent with the
reproduction of traditional roles of women.

4- Conclusion:
Emphasizing the reproduction of the traditional
roles of women-mothers and women-wives with
the attribute of a caring role, is ignoring and
disregarding the effective presence of women in the
public sphere and distancing from the everyday
reality of life; The fact that both in the life of rural
women through continuous participation in
agriculture, horticulture, handicrafts, and the like,
and in the life of urban women through assuming
multiple roles in the public arena, has given

direction to the identity politics of today's Iranian
people. Textbooks must be realistic for
communication and effectiveness. Otherwise, in the
attacks of the cultural and media industries of this
era, they can't accomplish their assigned mission.

One of the rich and dynamic realities that shows
itself to us more than ever in the past decades is the
huge and passionate efforts of women and groups
of enlightened men who have tried to change
power relations towards gender equality and as a
result criticize the desirable gender order of
patriarchal ideology.
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