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: Abstract

Religion is supposed to play its role as a unifying factor, while religious beliefs
: sometimes lead to anti-social and destructive behaviors. The present study
: examines the social conflicts based on religion in the last half century in
¢ Kurdistan province and studies the role of religion in weakening or intensifying
: social conflicts. Emile Durkheim, Merton and Passons give religion a role of
: cohesion and consider the function of religion to protect society. On the other
: hand, Marxists believe that religion not only does not eliminate social
: contradictions, but also aggravates them. The current research has used the
: constructivism approach and library historical methods, oral history and
: ethnography and has studied the lived experiences of the society based on
: existing theories with documentary tools such as books, newspapers and
¢ interviews with knowledgeable people. According to the findings, conflicts in
: Kurdistan were sometimes between individuals, sometimes between sects,
¢ religious or secular groups. Sometimes these contradictions are intellectually
¢ and sometimes physically and coercive forces are strengthened or weakened in
: the long or short term. The results indicate that in the researched society, religion
. affects social conflicts in seven ways. Among them, in one case, religion reflects
: the conflict, in three cases, it destroys, covers and weakens it, and in the other
: three cases, it is the origin, strengthening and continuation of the conflicts.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Religion can be a divisive force as much as it is a
unifying factor. Many times, religious beliefs have
led to anti-social or disruptive behavior. Although
religion is essentially a unifying force and it is only
in some contexts that it stops playing its unifying
role. Because of its conservatism, religion may
prevent people from adapting to changing
conditions. Also, the prophetic function of religion
can lead to urban idealism and unrealistic hopes of
transformation, and as a result, prevent practical
action towards real transformation. All schools of
thought and ideology have discussed about its nature
and origin and proposed solutions for this problem
based on their belief and thought bases and their
special view of the universe and man. and this is
despite the fact that in some cases these schools
themselves have been the basis of some other
conflicts. Each religious intellectual group invites
other groups and schools to their accepted religion
and beliefs, and perhaps it can be said that this
creates a kind of religious distress, and in this part,
the satisfaction of religious interests and tastes in the
community is crystallized. Therefore, in this
religious intellectual call, other people who do not
accept their beliefs and attitudes may be in conflict
with them, and their ascetic religious and social
discipline will be disturbed.

2- Methods

The methodological approach of this research is
constructionism .The historical method whose tools
are documents such as books, newspapers, etc. and
oral history (interviews with knowledgeable people.
Ethnography method which involves studying the
real-life situation of people. Using this method, the
researcher explores social conflicts related to
religion with two methods of observation and
conversation about the lived experiences of the
studied society (religious people in various religious
sects.

The studied society is Kurdistan province in the last
half century. The method of selecting these people
was based on snowball sampling. In this sense, first,
a few people were interviewed who the researchers
were sure of his religious information and
experiences during his life, and then the mentioned
person was asked to introduce a few people. This
cycle has been continued until finally conflicts based
on religion can be achieved.

3- Results

Among the people of Kurdistan, followers of
religions and religions such as Islam, Christianity,
Judaism, Imami Shiism, Alevi Shiism, Nasiri,
mystical ways of Nagshbandiyya, Qadiriyya,

Hossein Abdal, Bektashiyya, Ahle Hag, Kakei and
also followers of Yazidi religion with Zoroastrian
and Manichaean origin and There are other common
sects that due to this feature, Kurdistan should be
rightly called "India of the Islamic world". The
evidence and findings clearly show that in
Kurdistan, Sunni religion is more common and has
more followers. Also, there are many religious sects,
such as the Muslim Brotherhood, the Salafist group,
Nagshbandi Sufism, Qadiriyya Tarigat (Darvis),
followers of Kak Ahmad Muftizadeh, supporters
and loyalists of Pirshalyar... are present in
Kurdistan. Satisfying this variety of religious tastes
and interests is undoubtedly not possible in a society
without conflict and conflict, although it can be
cohesive and at the same time it can disrupt
discipline and cohesion in society and disrupt social
life. These Sunni sects are in conflict with each other
in some cases, and in Kurdistan these conflicts have
been observed at the individual and group level in
the form of threats, insults, humiliation and physical
fights. Also, many traces of the social conflict of
these sects with the Shiites have been found in the
cities of Qorveh, Bijar and Kamiyaran, and in the
final stage, it can be stated that these sects are also
in conflict with secular parties and people in
Kurdistan. have taken. Therefore, these sects have
caused many social conflicts in Kurdistan with their
diverse approaches of religious tendencies. These
contrasts are more inside the urban space, and the
closer we get to the border areas, the less and gentler
these contrasts are.

4- Conclusion

Religion sometimes confronts conflict and
sometimes leads to conflict. If we draw the state of
religion in Kurdistan on a mathematical axis, we can
say that one end of this axis is the peak of unity
(destroyer of conflict) and the other end of this axis
is the creator of conflict. In the middle of these axes,
the religion of confrontations It has varied with
social conflict (weakening of conflict, masking of
conflict, representation of conflict, continuation of
conflicts, intensification of conflicts). In fact, these
types of conflicts in Kurdistan have sometimes been
between individuals and sometimes between
religious and secular sects or groups. Sometimes
these conflicts have been intellectual and in the form
of conflict in opinions and beliefs, and sometimes
these conflicts have been manifested in physical
form and coercive forces. Sometimes these
contradictions have been strengthened or weakened
by religion in a process and in the long term, and
sometimes in the short term or instantaneously.

Goldman, the historical situation of the social
groups of the people of Jalal society has become an
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