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: Abstract

: Body is always a connector between human and his/her experiences of world
¢ and also it is an individualizer agent in social life. The experience of
: Embodiment cannot happen freely without social issues interfere, power
: relations and discourses, especially in case of young adults it is happen easily
¢ because of his/her social understanding of social world is at first stage and it is
: mixed with sets of power relations such as family, school, peers and impacted
: by economic, cultural age and gender issues. In this study, based on sociology
:+ of body, especially in the viewpoint of Focault about the role of power and
: discourses a construction of body, two realistic novel of Abbas Jahangirian
¢ Analyzed (Monster Shadow, Wake me Up When the War is over). Main
: concentration of this study is on main women subject and their gender
: representation in this novel.

¢ The methodology is qualitative research with inductive data analysis. For this
: reason, social semiotics approach that analyze social and texture signs in
: interaction with each other has been used. Signs in three categories of bodily
¢ signs, linguistic signs and normalization signs analyzed. The results of this study
: show that these signs in both superstructure and infrastructure of novel, impacted
¢ and shaped by gender discourse and show a kind of feminine non subjectivity,
: body subordination along with inactivity of women.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction:

Adolescence is undoubtedly the most sensitive
period of human life; A period with physical
changes and special personality traits that play a role
in shaping a person's identity. But these biological
changes have never occurred solely and
environmental, cultural, political, social issues and
generally dominant discourses have always played a
role in shaping this biological experience and
orientation. Especially when adolescent gender
acceptance becomes a social and cultural issue and
certain criteria play a role in shaping it. In the
meantime, according to history, women's
embodiment has been the target of these influences
more than men, and sometimes it cannot be defined
outside of the traditional and cultural frameworks.
Adolescents who are on transition to youth, the
subject's understanding of his/her body and its role
in identifying and embodiment becomes more
important. Especially, this field can show
contradictions between the view of cultural agents
and the subjectivity of teenagers. For this reason,
one of the fields where the hegemony of writers or
beyond that, the dominant discourse of society can
be followed, is the construction of the teenager's
girls body subject.

What this research deals with, considering the
importance of the power in the construction of the
adolescent subject, are the construction of the
female body from a social point of view. In this
context, according to Giddens, Mills, and Bourdieu
have opinions about the extent of environmental,
cultural, social and political influences on the body
and knowledge of the body affected by dominant
discourses. But the most important comments that
can help to advance this research are related to
Foucault. According to Foucault's point of view, the
subject is formed in interaction with institutions,
government, school, family, etc. and power relations
between them

During adolescence, teenager's identity is
formed in interaction with the power institutions
around him/her such as family, school, peers, etc.,
and is influenced by /her economic, cultural, age and
gender issues; For this reason, the role of power and
discourse processes in the formation of the
adolescent body cannot be ignored. All these are
problems that sociology of the body has addressed
and emphasized on the social construction of the
body. In this research, two young adult novels
centered on the female subject by Abbas Jahangirian
have been selected. Abbas Jahangirian is one of the
famous writers of realistic and social genre. These
novels have analyzed based on the three main
semiotic categories of physical signs (appearance),

linguistic signs, normalizing signs, in the textual and
social context.

2- Methods:
This research is qualitative research. In
qualitative research, by collecting data, the

researcher interprets them, and it is the researcher
who makes them meaningful by interpreting the data
and phenomena. One of the analysis strategies or
data mining method in qualitative method is
inductive content analysis. In this research, we have
descriptively investigated and inductively analyzed
the data related to the embodiment of the female
subject in the text. In this method, the collected data
have been analyzed

For this reason, it can be said that in inductive
qualitative research, deductive approaches are used
only for the general guidance of the research. The
outline of social semiotics is also not a closed and
unchangeable plan; For this reason, in this research,
textual and social signs, based on semiotics
theorists, were chosen to can help us more towards
the goals of the research. It is a social semiotics in
which the context and the text are simultaneously
get recognized. Social semiotics shifts its focus from
mere signs to how signs are used in specific social
contexts and institutions to examine how signs
operate in a social space. Three main semiotic
categories of physical (appearance) signs, linguistic
signs, normalizing signs, have been investigated in
the textual and social context of the novels. The
presence or absence of these signs and the audience's
ability to decoding them can help us understand the
effective processes in the construction of the
subjective body

3- Results:

In examining body signs, it can be said that the
gender-oriented discourse plays a role in the
construction of the bodies' subject, and the subjects
are not outside of this discourse. We do not see a
clear definition of women's appearance and clothing
in novels; But the noteworthy point is that women in
this discourse space are described with sexualized
bodies and completely subjugated bodies, and we
have the least signs of female subjects' physical
capabilities. Linguistic signs are also absolutely at
the service of power and gender discourse.
Metaphors of the commodification of women, in the
two novels "Shadow of the Monster" and " wake me
up when War is over", women with a metaphorical
point of view, like prey, are placed in a position of
pure submission and vulnerability, which are
marked with signs (deer and hunting, Hami and
Hoory, water and thirst, etc.) have been described.
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Most of the aforementioned examples show that
there is a kind of dehumanization of women in these
novels, which is included in metaphors and similes,
and perhaps due to normalization as a natural thing,
they are less visible.

4- Conclusion:

In these novels, we do not witness free bodies
and liberation of female subjects, and beyond that,
there is no action to resist against this heavily
discoursed atmosphere. This atmosphere of pure
surrender and giving in to the control of the family,
society and tradition over the body of the female
subject has been narrated in different ways
throughout history; In the schema of inferior
femininity, female subjects are completely
surrendered to their discourse space and this
pacifism somehow shows the unworthiness of
women. Paying attention to the common signs in the
construction of female subjectivity in two important
novels by Abbas Jahangirian can provide the basis
for the pathology of the way of looking at female
subjectivity in teenage novels; Because in the novel
of Iranian teenagers, it is rare to witness girls with

agency and professional resistance. This issue,
according to the audience of these works, who are
teenagers, and at the beginning of identifying and
understanding literary pleasures, these constructions
of teenage girls, in the theme of love and affection,
can have a hidden but effective effect on teenage
girls' role models. This gender-oriented view in
Iranian adolescent novels is more focused on girls,
and this can lead to the gender-oriented discourse
gap between the stereotypical patterns of girls and
boys, in the most critical period of their social life.
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