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¢ Abstract

: This study aims to analyze how celebrities are “represented” on the 20:30 news
: section, channel 2 of IRIB. IRIB is the main national state-controlled media
¢ corporation for promoting and consolidating the official discourse. Since the
: celebrities' activities such as political comments, charity, and lifestyle in many
cases might contradict the official discourse, the way in which they are
: represented in official media like IRIB is important. 20:30 News section as one
: of the leading IRIB news programs, cover celebrities in their news and reports
: on various occasions. In the way of representing celebrities, these programs have
: repeatedly tried to define “celebrity" which is somehow contradictory
¢ scientifically. In this study, three 20:30 news reports were analyzed according to
the Fairclough critical discourse analysis method in three dimensions including
: description, interpretation, and explanation. The results show that the 20:30
: reports’ definition of the celebrities is more ideological based, rather than being
: scientific in nature. While they have no fixed definition of celebrity, their
: approach seems to be a “constructivist" representation. The purpose of these
programs are to strengthen current, dominant discourse and deepen the created
: dualization of “us” (proponents) vs. "others" (opponents). Considering the two
types of "readings" of celebrities, the 20:30 reading should be considered a
: "functional" reading rather than a "critical" reading. One of the main
: consequences of such reading is the increase in attention and the fame of some
: celebrities who, according to scientific definitions, do not fall into the category
¢ of "celebrity" and therefore, negatively affect the cultural, social, and even
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Extended Abstract

1-Introduction:
Celebrity is a social phenomenon in modern

society. Celebrity is constructed by media and
if Celebrities are not addressed, they will not be
formed. Celebrity is a social issue and doesn't
make sense on its own. Nowadays, programs
related to celebrities is an important part of the
media that might have different fumctions.
Many reporters and photojournalists have
obtained their careers by covering the various
activities of celebrities. Paparazzi are news
photographers who limit their news activities to
taking controversial photos of celebrities, or
different parts of the mass and social media
news programs dedicate a part of their program
to celebrities; Such activity is aimed at gaining
more audiences for such television programs.
Celebrity has high media power and his fame
makes it possible to attract more attention for a
news program. In other words, the celebrity
becomes an object to make these programs
more popular. Media brokers, beneficiaries,
and celebrities themselves are also aware of this
and take advantage of people's curiosity and
attention to know the personal life and details
of these figures. For example, yellow
magazines or commercial TVs make money by
feeding the audience with the sidelines and
news of the personal lives of celebrities. The
news programs of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Television (IRIB) are no exception to this rule.
The main idea of this research was formed from
the contradictory approach of 20:30 news
section (of IRIB’ Channel 2) toward Iranian
celebrities. This news program on the state-
owned radio and television has dedicated a part
of its news reports to the opinions and social,
cultural, and political activities of celebrities.
Preliminary observations show that different
approaches are taken in multiple reports about
specific celebrities. But the most important
issue is they in which the celebrities are
represented which is somehow contradictory
scientifically.

Since the concept of Celebrity has different
definitions in different worldviews and creates
multiple representations; it is necessary to
examine the way Iranian celebrities are
represented in the 20:30 news reports as one of
the reactions to the statements and actions of
celebrities. Based on this, the purpose of this
research is to study and evaluate the
representation of celebrities in the 20:30 news
program of Channel 2 of IRIB using the
Fairclough critical discourse analysis.

2- Methods
In this research, three news reports related to

Iranian celebrities, purposefully selected from
20:30 news sections of Channel 2 of IRIB, were
analysed according to the Fairclough critical
discourse analysis method in three dimentions:
description, interpretation, and explanation.

3- Results
The findings of the research show that these

news reports try to represent Iranian celebrities
constructively and in line with the dominant
discourse, create and deepen the dualization of
“us” (proponents) vs. "Others" (opponents). If
the celebrity accepts those ideologies of
political power, the celebrity is endorsed, and if
he/she opposes that ideology, he/she is rejected.
These news reports have not provided any
correct criteria to recognize and define
celebrity. The celebrities who endorse these
reports are visualized as pious, religious, and
support the State. On other hand, celebrities are
unverifiable, bad, dual citizens, and against the
state. 20:30 news reports have been
unintentionally increasing their attention
capital by paying attention to the activities and
actions of Iranian celebrities. According to the
attention model, this news program has used the
fame of celebrities to attract more attention
from viewers, sports people, media people,
celebrity fans, etc. Although these reports try to
represent celebrities negatively, because in the
culture of celebrity, paying attention to scandal,
immorality, notoriety, marginalization, and
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political controversies is preferable. Celebrities
have used these news fringes and there is even
a possibility of fueling these fringes on their
behalf. Based on this, the construction of the
concept of celebrity is neutral; In other words,
the claim of these reports is that celebrity does
not have a fixed identity and it is not possible to
achieve a comprehensive definition of
celebrity. Because the Iranian celebrity does not
have certain opinions and behaviors concerning
the ideology of the current political government
of Iran and it is constantly changing. Drawing
such a ratio does not have much scientific
support and has more of a functional aspect; On
the other hand, it is not possible to know and
understand the nature of celebrities for the
producers of these news reports and viewers.

4- Conclusion
An in-depth analysis of the three selected

programs yielded significant and rich insights
into perceptions of the Celebrity and the way
they are represented in TV program. Based on
the results and discussions highlighted here, it
can be concluded that two diferent approaches
toward Iranian celebrities can be highlighted: 1.
Functionalist approach: In this approach,
Iranian celebrities are measured about a
specific ideology or discourse. Based on this,
they present the term celebrity in the definition
and interpretation according to their thoughts
and desires, which is not based on the identity
of the celebrity; Rather, it is based on the
discursive bias of celebrity against ideology
and favorable discourse. Therefore terms like

"good/bad  Celerity"; or  “celebrity
profiteer/reformist” are mentioned. A good
celebrity and a reformer is someone who is with
the desired discourse and ideology, and a bad
celebrity is someone who is not associated with
these currents of thought. The ratio of power
and celebrity is important and valid in this
reading. 2. Critical approach: This approach
considers celebrity as a social phenomenon and
seeks to identify it. Accompanying or using
celebrity has no place in this approach as it
reads non-functional. This reading, which uses
literature and academic foundations, considers
the way of encountering celebrity as dependent
on its scientific definition and description. In
scientific and critical definitions, the activities
that lead to a person becoming a celebrity are a
problem, and the conditions that cause the birth
of celebrity in society and the essence of
celebrity activities are criticized. Considering
the two types of "readings” of celebrities, the
20:30 reading should be considered a
"functional” reading rather than a "critical"
reading. One of the main consequences of such
reading is the increase in attention and the fame
of some celebrities who, according to scientific
definitions, do not fall into the category of
"celebrity" and therefore, negatively affect the
cultural, social, and even political aspects of the
society.
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