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: Abstract

: Leisure time is one of the pathological scopes in our society. Since the
: population of our society is young and there are probable harms of deviant
¢ leisure among youth, it is important to address the youth's leisure experiences.
: Deviant leisure is defined as activities contrary to the ethical and legal norms of
¢ society. This study aimed to examine the effect of differential association on
¢ deviant leisure. The research method is a survey and a questionnaire was used
: as adata collection tool. The population of this study includes all young people
¢ aged 18-35 in Babolsar. 400 persons were selected using the multistage
: clustering sampling method. The results demonstrated no significant
: relationship between gender and deviant leisure. But, single has deviant behavior
: more than married people. According to the results of the Pearson correlation
: test, there is a significant relationship between differential association (Priority,
. Duration, Frequency, and Intensity) and deviant leisure (Obvious, Latent).
: Therefore, having an intimate and continuous relationship with people with
: deviant leisure leads adolescents strongly to deviant leisure. According to the
. research theoretical model test, which was done by structural equation modeling,
: itis identified that the effect of Differential association on deviant leisure was
¢ positive (Beta=0.60). Also, it was concluded that the variables of the differential
: association structure were able to explain 0.36 of the changes of the dependent
: variable (deviant leisure and dimensions). It means that social situations
especially relations with friends affect the pathological actions of youths.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction:
The realm of leisure is considered as one of

the most important areas which can
represents everyday life and shows the
power of authority and freedom in human
life. The importance of leisure is not
overlooked by anyone in today's world full
of tension, where people often feel tired
because of their busy work. Leisure time is
one of the pathological scopes in our
society. Since the population of our society
is young and there are probable harms of
deviant leisure among youth, it is important
to address the youth's leisure experiences.
Deviant leisure is defined as activities
contrary to the ethical and legal norms of
society.

This study aimed to examine the effect of
differential association on deviant leisure as
a social problem. We used Sutherland's
differential association theory. The theory
states that criminal behavior is learned by
one's environment and suggests that
criminal behavior is learned. This theory is
the most widely recognized theory on
deviant behavior. In fact, deviant leisure as
adeviant action is learned by youths in their
relation with family and friends. The
current study tries to answer this question:
Does deviant leisure, as a social problem
among Yyouths, can be explained by
differential association theory?

2- Methods:

The research method is a survey and a
questionnaire was used as a data collection
tool. The population of this study includes
all young people aged 18-35 in Babolsar
and 400 persons were selected using the
multistage clustering sampling method.
"SPSS" and "Amos" software were used for
data analysis and structural equation
modeling (SEM) was conducted in testing
the theoretical model.

Deviant leisure as a dependent variable
consists of two dimensions: "Clear deviant
Leisure™ and "Hidden Deviant Leisure". In
clear deviant leisure, a person has some
deviant experiences such as using tobacco
freely. But in hidden deviant leisure, a
person may confront serious punishment
when doing it for example drinking alcohol.
Also, the Independent variable was the
differential association.

The differential association suggested
that individuals learned to become
criminals by associating with criminals.
The differential association has four
dimensions including Priority, Duration,
Frequency, and Intensity, and were
measured by validated indicators.

3- Results:

According to the results, the average age of
the respondents is 25 years. About 7% of
the subjects had a high level of Deviant
Leisure, and over 23.8% had a moderate
level of deviation.

Results don’t present significant relation
between gender and deviant leisure. But
single has deviant behavior more than
married people. According to the results of
the Pearson correlation test, there is a
significant relationship between differential
association (Priority, Duration, Frequency,
and Intensity) and deviant leisure (Obvious,
Latent). Therefore, having intimate and
continuous relationships with people with
deviant leisure leads adolescents strongly to
deviant leisure. But the result presents more
strong correlation between the independent
variable with latent deviant leisure.

According to the research theoretical
model test, which was done by structural
equation modeling, it is identified that the
effect of Differential association on deviant
leisure was positive (Beta= 0.60). Also, it
was concluded that the variables of the
differential association structure were able
to explain 0.36 of the changes of the
dependent variable (deviant leisure and
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dimensions). So if youths have more
differential association with others, they
may experience more deviant leisure in the
future.

4- Conclusion:

The leisure pattern can play an important
and positive role in the quality of life and
the amount of people's enjoyment of their
life. On the other hand, there is deviant
leisure which can have many consequences
as an activity that violates the ethical,
criminal, and noncriminal norms of the
community.

We tested the effect of the Differential
Association Theory on deviant leisure in
this research. The theory provides the
context in  which learning occurs.
According to Sutherland's theory, the most
important contexts for learning criminal
behavior include peer groups and family
units, though varying entities such as
schools, neighbors, and media also provide
alternative settings where some learning of
criminal behavior may ensue. It means that
social situations especially relations with

friends affect the pathological actions of
youths.

Nowadays, social problems are common
in different formations. When youths
haven't any normal leisure time and states
don't prepare available possibilities that
they enjoy it, they incline to deviant
opportunities that deviant leisure is one of
them. Those who have more deviant
relations with others have more deviant
leisure experiences. So, policymakers
should consider youths' needs and pay
especially attention to their leisure time.
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