Sociology of Culture and Art Volume 4. Issue 4. Winter 2023. Pages 24 to 47

Research Paper
Representation of women's social status in Iranian popular cinema in the 70s

Shiva Aghabozorgi zadeh?, Mehran Sohrabzadeh?, Asadolah Babaie Fard?

1. Ph.D student of sociology of Iranian social issues, Department of Social Sciences, Kashan University,
Kashan, Iran.

2. Professor of the Department of Social Sciences, Kashan University, Kashan, Iran.

3. Associate Professor of the Department of Social Sciences, Kashan University, Kashan, Iran.

: Abstract

: Cinema is one of the types of media that are very important because it influences
: people's thoughts. They may distort reality in the process of representation. The
: issue of women and the perception of each culture and the way of presenting the
: model of the female character in cultural productions are among the best
. indicators in evaluating the performance of a system it is necessary to conduct
¢ research with the aim of representing the social base of women in popular Iranian
: cinema in the 70s. 3 movies are selected for analysis. Sampling among all
: popular movies has been done in a targeted way. The selected films are: Red,
¢ Dogfight Shukaran.The results show that in the 70s, in these three films, there is
: a special attention towards women and their issues, but each of the women is
: faced with men whose mental reserve originates from patriarchal hegemony is
: spontaneous satisfaction and replacement. It is for the social power of men.
: Women's reaction to men's domination is a cry for agency; But the rise of
: patriarchy is in front of them, because the relationships that women experience
: in society are influenced by ideology, which Althusser considers to be a
: misunderstanding. Women break the gender structure based on women/men so
: that they are not traditional but not modern either. Contrary to the reputation of
¢ the cinema of the 70s for women's cinema, the occurrence of hardware and cold
¢ repression by the ideological structure is the characteristic of the cinema of this
: decade.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction:

In today's world, the media are very important and
influence people and social realities. What the
media represents shapes public belief. Cinema
is also a medium. Influencing the social
construction of reality from a media cinema
made with unique features such as a million
audience, the use of technology and technology
in it and its transformation into a global
industry that uses all human senses to mutually
serve things such as entertainment and
education of the audience and information.
And... he will pay. On the other hand, it
infiltrates various fields such as socialization
and political advertising and conveys its
messages to its audience.

Today, popular cinema occupies a wide
range in all countries and is produced with the
intention of entertaining the audience and
economic rotation of the cinema industry. The
importance of this type of cinema is that it
accounts for two-thirds of the cinematographic
products of each country. On the other hand,
large budgets are spent in this cinema, which
can be evaluated in connection with
government and private policies and programs,
the product of which determines certain
functions of men and women. It is in such a
situation that the necessity of conducting a
study in this field is raised.

The current research is one of the research
projects that study Iranian popular cinema of
the 70s, so it sees cinema as a social
phenomenon and raises the question of how the
social base of women was represented in the
popular cinema of the 70s.

The researchers have focused the theoretical
basis of the current research on the approach of
Louis Althusser and Antonio Gramsci and
feminist theory. The research question is, how
is the social base of women represented in the
popular cinema of the 70s?

In the conceptual framework section, the
theories of Gramsci, Althusser and finally the
feminist theory are discussed, whose
discussions in relation to becoming a
man/woman are the beginning of all
inequalities, controls, authorities and acts of
domination. The concept of hegemony is rooted

in the distinction that Gramsci makes between
"coercion™ and "consent™ and considers them as
mechanisms that are substitutes for social
power. "Coercion means that states have the
ability to use violence; Now, hegemonic power
works to convince people to accept the values
of a system, and this is a form of social power
that is based on voluntary participation and
consent instead of threatening or resorting to
punishment and reprimand.

From Gramsci's point of view, hegemony is a
kind of intellectual and cultural leadership that
is applied by the ruling class.

According to Althusser, there is an economic
basis (production method, means of production,
etc.) and a superstructure, which is made of a
political and legal structure (state and legal
system) and an ideological structure (church,
political beliefs, etc.). has been According to
Althusser, the main function of the
superstructure is the reproduction of capitalism.
The state and the legal system are "repressive
machines that ensure the domination of the
ruling class over the working class".

Feminists believe that gender is not a natural
phenomenon but a social phenomenon.
Feminists believe in separating sex and gender
and believe that a woman's gender has nothing
to do with her rights; Because the differences
between the two sexes are not inherent and
these differences are educational and arise from
the teachings of socialization and assimilation
of gender with social role.

2- Methods:

The main questions of the research are: How
are ideological propositions about women
represented in Iranian popular cinema in the
70s? How are traditional women and modern
women represented in popular Iranian cinema
in the 70s? How is the resistance of women
against hegemony represented in Iranian
popular cinema in the 70s?

The research has been done with the help of a
semiotic qualitative method. The statistical
population of the research is all the popular
films of Iranian cinema, which were produced
in Iran from 1370 to 1380. Sampling was done
in a purposeful way. The selected films are: Red
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(1377), Dog-killing (1378 and 1379), Shukaran
(1379).

3- Results:

The study and analysis of these three films
shows that they represent the damaged
relationships between men and women. Men
and women who, especially in Shukran and
Red, have different opinions and beliefs about
society, the world, and men and women.
Women believe and believe that a woman's
gender has nothing to do with her rights;
Because the differences between the two sexes
are not inherent, but men do not believe so.
These couples represent a society that is in
turmoil in the transition from tradition to
modernity. The results of this study show that
in these three films there is a special attention
towards women and their issues. Women are
the main characters of these films. Especially
the women who violated the traditions and
customs of the society and can be considered as
modern women who, in the process of
transition from tradition to modernity, have
come to understand their independence, express
their identity and individuality and have shown
off their power in front of society and men,
especially in dog fighting

4- Conclusion:

But these free women are the victims of the
ruling hegemony and the patriarchal discourse
that resorts to all kinds of harassment to impose
itself on women. They question this rule. But
the rise of patriarchy is against the cry of female
agency, which ranges from insults and

humiliation to beatings and rape. The modern
woman in this era knows that if she does not
resist, men will penetrate into the smallest
experiences of her daily life and destroy her; In
their daily life, they try to be people who do not
behave according to habits and habits. They
should distance themselves from common
sense and think as much as possible about their
job, ability and goal. In other words, they have
found the edge of rationality to some extent and
have defined principles and values for
themselves. They assume the main roles and
become active activists, because they step into
the public arena and leave the closed and
limited space of the house and the private arena.
In this decade, we are facing the decline and
weakening of the family's power and the
increasing display of power in the public sphere
and legal institutions.
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