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: Abstract

¢ Museums are among the most important surveying sources for researchers and
: provide them information with various dimensions. This point sends out the
: works present in museums from merely art works and turns them to be topics of
: valuable researches. By an interdisciplinary approach, this article, first and
: through descriptive-analytic method, explains about the influence of Islamic art
: works left from 13th to 15th centuries on contemporary art in Tuscany province,
: centered in Florence; within which the relation between kings and rulers of this
: province with Islamic countries in that epoch is studied. The data collection in
: this part is through libraries search and written documents. In the second part,
: based on the questionnaire information obtained from the statistical population
: of 150 visitors of the Galleria degli Uffizi in 2021, the impact of visiting these
: works on the audience’s familiarity with Islamic civilization has been analyzed.
: The questionnaires were designed in form of scaling; and based on the obtained
¢ information and according to Kolmogorov-Simornov test and as per Sig,
: expressed for predictor variable in confidence interval 0.95, was less than 0.05.
: Asaresult, it was proved that visiting Islamic art works present in this museum
¢ has influence on familiarity with Islamic civilization. Regarding this influence,
: the present article proposes presenting online catalogue focusing on Islamic art
i as astrategy.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction:

The relationship between the rulers of the
province of Tuscany and especially the city of
Florence with the rulers of Dar Al Salaam
began in the 13th century and reached its
climax during the reign of the Medici dynasty.
This type of international relations is one of the
strong points in the history of Italy, which has
attracted the attention of various researchers.
During the reign of this family, the city of
Florence spent its golden age and as a result
many political, cultural and economic relations
were established with the eastern countries;
subsequently, many works of Islamic art were
transferred to this city. Presently, some of these
works are on display in the Uffizi Gallery - the
most important museum of this city - and other
parts of these works are located in the treasures
of other museums, churches and cultural places
in Florence (and also other Italian cities). Due
to the fact that this museum emphasizes on the
Italian art of the Middle Ages and especially the
Renaissance period, most visitors enter the
Uffizi to see the works of very famous artists
such as Leonardo da Vinci, and due to this
reason, the number of halls related to Islamic
art in this museum is in the minority. On the
other hand, in some of the Italian works in this
museum, the extraction and representation of
elements of Islamic art can be clearly seen.
Investigating about the approach of Italian
artists and their mode of thinking about Islamic
art and objects is one of interesting topics that
unfortunately there are not many researchers
concentrated on, probably due to the fact that
they are in minority. Viewing the increasing
importance of interdisciplinary studies in the
fields of Humanities, this research proposed a
hypothesis that the presence of these art works
— especially paintings — provides significant
results on familiarity of visitors with Islamic art
and civilization.

Therefore, the present research seeks to prove
the hypothesis that observing these halls and
raising awareness about the presence of Islamic
art in Western works (especially paintings) can
play a positive role in familiarizing the
audience with the culture, history and art of
Islamic civilization. Thus, this research, relying
on library studies and analytical-descriptive
methods, in addition to examining how the
artists of Tuscany were influenced by works of
Islamic art in the 13th to 15th centuries AD, has
investigated the existing relationships between
this province and Islamic countries in the
aforementioned centuries and has adapted the
obtained results with the questionnaire. Based
on that, the official announced senses of visitors
of this museum in 2021 was studied and by
designing a questionnaire and collecting
information from 150 visitors. The results were
analyzed based on Kolmogorov-Simornov test;
arriving to a conclusion that visiting these
works acts as a media for introducing Islamic
culture and civilization to the audience.

2- Methods

This article is practical in terms of purpose and
is based on descriptive-analytical combined
method. The required information in historical
section is collected through visiting the works
and using library documents. For studying the
effect of these works on audiences, the
statistical population of this research includes
150 visitors of this museum during Jan. to Dec.
2021. In order to collect required data and for
validity assessment, the questionnaire was
studies and confirmed by professors and
experts in field of arts and Cronbach’s alpha for
reliability was indicated as 0.89 which shows
the high reliability of the questionnaire. The
analysis of data was performed by using
descriptive and inferential statistics. Thus,
demographic variables were first described
using descriptive statistics, and hypothesis
analysis and testing were also analyzed with the
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help of inferential statistics using Spss
software.

3- Conclusion

The province of Tuscany -centered in the city
of Florence- as the initiator of the Renaissance
movement, was ruled by the wealthy and
powerful Medici family during the 15" to 18"
centuries. This family, having political power,
had wvarious economic, cultural, and
commercial relations with the eastern lands, a
large part of which were ruled by the Mamluk,
Ottoman, and Timurid empires that in this
epoch. Due to this, diverse objects of Islamic art
were brought to this province, through various
ways, which are presently kept in different
museums in Florence. With the arrival of
Islamic art in Florence, a style in Italian art was
born, which is referred to as "Oriental style"
and refers to the influence of Islamic art objects
in various types of art (architecture, sculpture,
painting, etc.) on ltalian art and their
representation on art in Italian works. By
researching the performance of the Uffizi
Museum - the most important museum in the
city of Florence - it can be concluded that the
presence of Islamic art and artifacts in museums
and in the field of Italian art can act as a media
for Islamic art and civilization that makes
visitors familiar with the history and culture of
this civilization and convey the attitude of the
creators about art to the audiences. This
research, considering this important function
and proving its effect on the audience's artistic

worldview through the Kolmogorov-Smirnov
test and with the aim of more identification of
works available in Florence, in addition to
historical investigations, provides strategies to
achieve this goal.

3- Result

Based on the obtained information and
according to Kolmogorov-Simornov test and as
per Sig, expressed for predictor variable in
confidence interval 0.95, was less than 0.05. As
a result, it was proved that visiting Islamic art
works present in this museum has influence on
familiarity with Islamic civilization. Regarding
this influence, the present article proposes
presenting online catalogue focusing on Islamic
art as a strategy.
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