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: Abstract

: Stereotypes and gender stereotypes reflect society's cultural beliefs about what
: gender roles should be. The purpose of this article is to investigate how children
: (in the age group of six to twelve years) understand gender stereotypes, and the
: relationship between these gender stereotypes and gender, age, education and
: occupation of parents is analyzed. For this purpose, 236 children were selected
¢ from among preschool and primary school students in Mashhad city by available
: sampling method. In this research, drawing tools have been used to draw the
: professions of firemen, nurses, policemen, cooks and pilots (which are
: stereotypically attributed to a certain gender). The results showed that there is
¢ no significant difference between gender stereotypes in drawing jobs in two
: groups of girls and boys. It was also found that each gender has drawn the job
: attributed to that gender more stereotypically. In terms of age, children less than
: 8 years of age acted more stereotypically in choosing the gender of jobs, and this
¢ age difference is significant at the 95% confidence level. Also, the obtained
: results showed that there is a significant difference in gender stereotypes in the
: drawing of jobs, according to the father's education. Finally, the results of the
¢ research based on the theory of Bam's gender schema and the acquisition of
¢ stereotypes confirm that these stereotypes can be reduced by using channels that
¢ influence the process of socialization and learning in children.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction:

Gender roles, as a background factor, affect all
relations, behaviors and social and cultural
norms of the sexes. Sociologists use the term
"socialization" to describe the way of learning
gender roles. During the process of
socialization, children's gender identity is
formed and they learn that society's
expectations and standards of the roles of the
two sexes are different and that each gender
should act within its own roles. These
stereotypes  will  affect  their  future
choicesConsidering that gender stereotypes
evolve during childhood and have lasting
effects throughout life, the purpose of this
article is to investigate the gender stereotypes
of children aged 6 to 12 in Mashhad based on
the analysis of their drawings. The
understanding of children's gender stereotypes
is based on children's gender and age, as well as
parents' education and employment as social
variables affecting this evolution, and
researchers are trying to answer two main
questions. Is there a significant relationship
between the individual characteristics
(gender/age) of children and their gender
stereotypes? And whether there is a significant
relationship between parents' education and
occupation and gender stereotypes formed in
children?

2- Methods:

In this descriptive-analytical research, in order
to investigate gender stereotypes in children
based on the analysis of their drawings,
children aged 6 to 12 years were selected. For
this purpose, samples of 236 children including;
110 girls and 126 boys were selected by
sampling among elementary school students in
Mashhad city. To extract data, the method of
analyzing signs of drawings drawn by children
as well as interviews were used. The
participants were given a score for each drawn
job, so that for stereotypical drawing (drawing
a man in male jobs and drawing a woman in
female jobs) a score of 10, and non-
stereotypical drawing (drawing of women in
men's jobs and drawing of men in women's
jobs) was considered zero score.Data analysis
was done using SPSS 25 software. Independent

t-test was used to investigate the relationship
between the gender of the participants and
gender stereotypes, and one-way analysis of
variance was used to investigate the
relationship between the age, education and
occupation of parents separately with gender
stereotypes. The relationship between the
action and the appearance of the drawn
characters was analyzed separately with the
gender of the participants with the chi-score
test.

3- Results:

More boys than girls drew firefighters,
policemen and pilots as men(P<0.05), and more
girls than boys drew nurses and cooks as
women(P<0.05). There is a significant
difference in gender stereotypes in job design
according to the father's education at the 95%
confidence level. Children less than 8 years old
were more stereotypical in choosing gender
jobs(P<0.05).

4- Conclusion:

In the present study, the existence of a
significant  relationship  between gender
stereotypes and child gender was not
confirmed. Occupations of each gender were
drawn by the same gender more stereotypically.
This means that more boys than girls drew
firefighters, policemen and pilots as men, while
girls drew nurses and cooks as women more
than boys.

The significance of this relationship can be seen
as a result of the display of internalized
characteristics during the replication process.
The interesting thing about these findings is the
percentage of non-stereotype drawings. In the
works that are considered to be related to
women, the drawing of men has been done with
a higher percentage than the drawing of women
in the works related to men. It seems that the
presence of men in various jobs is accepted,
while it is not the case for women. There is a
significant difference between the appearance
of the drawn characters and the gender of the
children. Girls emphasize more on drawing
male characteristics in male characters and
hijab in female characters. The issue that
attracts more attention in the field of
appearance is that according to the percentage
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obtained, significantly more girls than boys
have paid attention to the category of hijab in
drawing characters, which can be caused by
gender roles according to Dominant culture as
well as identification with people of the same
sex. Finally, the separation of jobs into male
and female categories is one of the
consequences  of  gender  stereotyping.
Stereotypes are internalized during childhood
and influence their future choices. As seen in
this research work; Children who aspired to
have a job that was not compatible with their
gender based on stereotypes also showed
doubts about its appearance even in painting.
But according to the theory of Bam's gender
schema and the acquired nature of stereotypes,
these stereotypes can be weakened and
ineffective over time by using channels that
influence the process of socialization and
learning in children. As it happened with the job
of cook. The higher percentage of drawing male
cooks than female cooks could be due to the
influence of various cooking TV shows by men.

Breaking the taboo in other stereotypical jobs
will also be possible by showing these jobs in a
non-stereotype way in TV shows, comic books,
stories, etc. By breaking these stereotypes, we
allow our children to aim and plan freely based
on their ability, talent and unique characteristics
in order to reach their favorite job.
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