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: Abstract

© This research seeks to identify and analyze the key motivations of realizing the
possibility of a civil society in lIran by emphasizing on cyberspace. The
research uses the structural analysis (mic mac) methodology. The process
: applied in this research starts by studying the empirical research literature and
: theoretical studies, and deducts the key motivations of the cyberspace which
: are influential on the possibility of realization of a civil society in Iran. In the
: next step the Micmac software was used to create and analyze the matrix of the
: intersecting motivations. In order to do so the ideas of 12 academic experts and
: intellectuals who are professionally working on cyberspace, political studies,
: media and communication and sociology have been sought to proofread all the
¢ motivations. The research results show that after the motivations impact, public
: awareness in the first grade, the free flow of information in the second grade,
: the pluralism and strengthening the social institutions and parties_ both at the
: same time_ are ranked in the third grade of influence on the realization of the
¢ civil society. Finally, the three motivations of free flow of information,
¢ creating various discourses and strengthening the social institutions and parties
: were identified as regulatory and balancing variations which means these
¢ motivations can have positive impacts on realizing the civil society. We can
: realize the civil society by planning on and creating policies for managing
: these motivations.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction:

Social networks often have “openness1” and “non-
focused2” characteristics and besides flexibility,
they challenge the social control seriously. These
potentials of the cyber world can change the real
essence of social and political movements if they
are used at the same time. One of the social fields
that the social media can influence is probably
developing or degrading the civil society. The civil
society is a body of social and political active
institutions and guild organizations that are
independent which would echo the people’s views
to the governments and act as a mediator of people
and the state. This article indicates that nowadays
the civil organizations in Iran use these new medias
for their purposes. In fact, the social media is a tool
for social, cultural and political development.
However, what is so obvious in this experience is
the use of social media by the public in civil
activities and their amateur skills in using them
professionally in a way that shows the most use out
of the social media is to communicate and inform
others and in more professional fields like social
flows, campaigns, and asking for volunteer
participations acted weakly.

2- Methods:

This research’s methodology is structural analysis
(MIC MAC). This model’s capability is to identify
the relationship between the variants and finally
identifying the key variants to evolve the system.
The structural analysis method is used to tie the
beliefs and thoughts that describe and identify the
system via the matrix of all the variants
relationship. Then we used the Micmac software to
create and analyze the matrix of propulsions’
effect. In order to do so we sought 12 academic
experts and professionals who are prominent
figures in the fields of Cyber space, Political
sciences, media and Sociology. All the propulsions
were judged by these professionals. The
propulsions’ effectiveness and being affected range
were studied and the regulatory propulsions which
stayed normal after testing their effectiveness and
being affected range were extracted.

3- Results:
The range of effectiveness and being affected of

each propulsion in the possibilities of realizing in
Iran’s civil society is shown. The range of
effectiveness and being affected of each propulsion

for informing people gets to be in the highest level
with a score of 26, the information circulation
propulsion gets the second level with a score of 25,
and the propulsion of pluralism and strengthening
the social institutions and parties get to be in the
third level at the same time with a score of 24 in
effectiveness. In the aspect of being affected the
strengthening of social institutions and parties have
the most range of being affected by the other
propulsions although this propulsion itself has a
high effect on the realization of civil society. Those
propulsions with the highest range of effectiveness
and lowest range of being affected by other
propulsions are mentioned in this part which
include; informing the public, running campaigns,
clarification and pluralism, making the most
effectiveness in the civil society and does not get
affected by other propulsions. Those propulsions
with the lowest range of effectiveness and highest
range of being affected by other propulsions
mentioned in this research include; mainstreaming,
strengthening individual relationship, volunteering
and assessing the public opinions. The propulsion
with the highest level of being affected and the
lowest level of effectiveness is the pattern-breaking
of monophonic. Finally, those propulsions that
have a balanced range of effectiveness and being
affected are called regulatory propulsions. The
regulatory propulsions include; the free flow of
information, formation of various sorts of
discourse, and strengthening the social institutions
and parties which have more effect on the
realization of the civil society. They also make it
possible for the civil society to come to a
realization when they are combined.

4- Conclusion:

According to the research findings three variation
of free flow of information, formation of various
sorts of discourse and strengthening the social
institutions and parties known as regulatory and
balancing variations can be affective on the
realization of the civil society and via planning and
presenting policies for these propulsions the civil
society can be realized. In the field of the free flow
of information we can say that social medias can be
used to form and strengthen this civil society by
presenting the opportunity for discussions,
revealing and reflecting the civic issues of the
people. These networks can pave the way for
realization of the civil society, expanding and
developing democracy and Islamic democracy in
the society and among the people. In the field of
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strengthening parties’ capabilities, we can say that
in the classic literature of civil society, the political
parties are not included in the civil society. When
we discuss the civil society in Iran and how much
this pattern is inspired by the western societies or
how much it is based on local societies and
cultures, we need to discuss it carefully. Islamic
society approaches do not pay enough attention to
the discussions about civil society parts and
components (including public field, civil and social
institutions and movements), the economic and
political relationship, the government’s
characteristics which are the main rivals to the civil
society and their relationship with each other and
other forms of civil society special tasks on
democracy. In Islamic approaches toward civil
society, some concepts and components of the local
civil society is identified and they would be

compared to the western components which cause
many questions and doubts. There is not a general
agreement in the Arabic society over these
components, either.
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