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i Abstract

: Today cinema examine as thought and action in the context of societal
: changes. Surrealism is one of the schools of thought that was formed with
: the beginning of the new wave of cinema and had a significant impact on
¢ lranian cinema. This research examines two films "Hamon" by Dariush
¢ Mehrjooi and "House on Water" by Bahman Farman Ara as the prominent
¢ films of the surrealist school and analyzes them through discourse semiotics.
: According to the discourse semiotic method, these works have the
¢ characteristics of surrealist cinema, including the following elements: "black
: realism” and "fluid rationality", (which are the central signs of surrealist
: thought), confusion and ambiguity, despair and lack of imagination for the
: future generations of society, extreme criticism of religion and religious
: strata of society, mechanical determinism, freedom, decline of generations,
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

According to Arikhan, cinema is a new
phenomenon for the transmission of feelings and
thoughts. (Arikhan,2014:20) which in the course of
its evolution has been influenced by schools of
thought in the context of social developments and
has a different semantic and discourse system. One
of the developments in the world of cinema is the
emergence of sound in this field. With the advent of
sound, the basis for the formation of realism and
social realism in the cinema of the early 1930s was
provided. A movement led by the British John
Grierson in the 1930s and 1940s brought attention to
realism. Then the neorealism movement and the
ideas of André Bazin made France the center of
realist cinema (Turner,2016:64-50) Realist cinema
underwent rethinking during the transition from
modernity to postmodernity and new schools were
created, which is one of the reconsidered schools of
art, surrealist cinema, which emerged in the
countries that own cinema and played a significant
role in the growth and appeal of cinema.
Surrealism in Iranian cinema was noticed by
prominent filmmakers following the world cinema
and the developments of modernization and
postmodernity. Knowing Iranian cinema is not
possible without knowing surrealist cinema.
Therefore, this research tries to analyze surrealist
cinema in Iran by examining two important films of
Iranian cinema that have won numerous awards in
the Fajr Cinema Festival. Using the method of
discourse semiotics (which is a combination of
holistic and partial) in two films simultaneously in
two different decades of 1360 and 1370, which
examines the topics of text and intertextuality, is one
of the innovative aspects of this research.

2- Method

The authors' method is a hybrid approach that
considers the central signifier and the peripheral
signifiers from the discourse of Laclau, Mouffe and
Dyke and deals with the semiotic analysis of the
studied films in the form of the discourse of
Fairclough and Van. Considering the strengths and
weaknesses of the discourse analysis method (Lacla
and Mouffe and Van Dyck and Fairclough method)
and semiotic methods, in this article, the discourse
semiotic approach is used to analyze the film. This
method is inspired by the semiotic method and
discourse analysis of Lacla, Mouffe, Fairclough and
Van Dyck. This method is shown in the figure
below.

3- Findings

Four levels are considered for this method. which
will be explained later.

Intellectual principles: This layer is derived from
the central and peripheral signifiers of Laclau and
Mouffe's discourse

Analysis of time-spatial location: time and space
are containers for the realization of social
phenomena. Therefore, the positional coordinates of
each film are effective in creating its meaning.
Analysis of intertextuality: based on the principle
of intertextuality, there is no text without a pretext,
and texts are always based on the foundations of past
texts. That is, what factors outside the film can help
analyze this film, such as the characters of the actors,
the title of the film, the names of the actors, and the
history of the director and writer.

Text Analysis: The obvious surface of any movie is
the movie text. The code that is analyzed at this level
is the six semiotic system in the film:

A- Visual semiotics system: The image is the most
important part of the text. In visual semiotics, the use
of the camera is important for inducing the desired
meaning.

B- Motion semiotics system: The system of
movement signs is called Kine Sikh. Kine Sikh is a
system of movements of lips, muscles, body and
especially hands that help convey the meaning of
speech. Human gestures, movements, locations of
things and people, physical games, facial
physiognomy, expressions Unaware, ritual and
conventional modes, conventional modes such as
codes of politeness, astonishment, love, mimetic,
dramatic modes, etc.

C- The system of spoken and written signs: speech
signs in a film include dialogues, monologues,
external commentary, lyrics, narration, and the most
important part of it is dialogues. Written signs
include headings with titles of shop names,
advertisements, newspapers, billboards, wall
slogans, book titles, etc. Many of these writings
express the theme and meaning of the film.(
Hosseini,2016:37)

D- Phonetic and musical semiotic system: non-
linguistic sounds include two phonetic and musical
systems. Film music has been likened to wallpaper
that has to cover cracks, breaks, holes and ugliness.

4-Discussion & Conclusion
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In both films, there is an artistic representation of the
dark and chaotic situation of the Iranian society,
which is a result of the prevailing conditions in the
country. People are victims of mechanical
determinism created by ruling policies. A society in
which different characters and generations are
disappointed and in decline And selfishness, non-
commitment and jealousy are normal. The religious
community and religious people are unreasonable
and extreme people who are guilty of creating these
dark conditions. Or they regret it. Although the
representation of problems and issues by the
filmmakers in the context of meta-realities is one of
the strong points of the films, but the filmmaker
depicts the issues without paying attention to the
religious sensitivities of the religious society of Iran.

It seems appropriate to examine, criticize and
analyze the social context and religious beliefs of a
society more delicately in films.
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