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2023 : by researchers. These refugees played a significant role in the formation of
: contemporary lIranian sculpture and painting. By conducting fundamental
research, the authors have investigated the effects of Azerbaijani refugee artists
: on contemporary Iranian sculpting and painting and the influence of Iran's socio-
: cultural contexts on their works. This article has analyzed five works and the
biography of the famous Azerbaijani refugee artist with the method of cultural
: semiotics. The authors have investigated these texts by using the concepts of
¢ text, cultural trauma, semiosphere, identity, and stranger sociological form. In
: this research, the introduction of Azerbaijani refugee artists and their position in
the creation and stabilization of modern art in Iran was discussed. A total of 136
: symbols have been extracted in the study of texts. Three codes of Nostalgia of
: Iran and tradition, difficult life, and identity crisis in these works have been
extracted. The loss and loyalty to the elements of the national culture (textuality)
¢ of the products has been one of the mechanisms of rejection and attraction of the
: Iranian text for the refugees. With the semiotics of these texts, the identity
framework of Azerbaijani refugees was found in the semiosphere of
: contemporary Iranian art. They faced the social amnesia of Iran's art community
: despite their prominent works in urban art and their contribution to the education
of sculpture.

Keywords:
memory, diaspora, cultural
trauma, social form, semoisphere.

N - .
| Khanmohmmadi, A., & Pakdaman, Y. (2023). The diaspora art in modern Iranian sculpture (Case |

! study of the works of Azerbaijani refugee sculptors and painters). Sociology of Culture and Art, |
: 5(3), 186-202. |

Corresponding author: Ali Khanmohmmadi

Address: Tehran, Allameh Tabataba'i University, Faculty of Social Sciences.
Tell: -

Email: alil992khanmohammadi@gmail.com



Sociology of Culture and Art

Extended Abstract
1-Introduction:

Azerbaijanis are one of the influential and
unknown groups of refugees from the
Caucasus. The reasons for their obscurity
should be found in the contemporary history of
the Caucasus. The history that was formed by
the occupation by the Tsarist Empire, later by
the communists. The border imposed by
Golestan and Turkmanchai contracts caused the
division of these people between Iran and
Russia. Azeris became the most subaltern
ethnic group in this region. The golden era of
this empire was built on the shoulders of Iranian
and Azeri workers, but they did not benefit
from its blessings. The political unrest resulting
from Russia's defeat in the war with Japan and
Iran's constitutional revolution also changed the
social, political, and cultural environment of
these subordinate workers. the communists
took control of the Caucasus. Azerbaijani small
owners and clerics with their families were
forced to leave their homeland and move to Iran
in this process of exclusion and rejection. This
asylum was very traumatic and bloody because
of the strict control of the Soviet border guards
(Bayat, 1993: 8,11; Kazemzadeh, 2015:131-
451). The Transcaucasian Socialist Federative
Soviet Republic and two world wars destroyed
all their hopes to return to their homeland. Azeri
refugees chose to stay in Iran in two ways:
staying or leaving. In order to save themselves
from the danger of extradition to the Soviet
Union and deportation to Siberia, these
refugees got birth certificates with other names
(Khanmohammadi, 2019:147-162). The Cold
War inflicted a new trauma on them. During
this period, the refugees even lost long-distance
communication with part of their family in
Russian Azerbaijan. Caucasus refugees played
a significant role in the formation of modern
arts in lran. Azerbaijanis are one of the
influential and anonymous groups of refugees
from the Caucasus. This group of refugees was
the leader in some artistic fields, including
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sculpture and painting. Five sculptors and two
painters are considered among the Azerbaijani
refugee artists. During the present study, we
will examine the role of these immigrants in the
art of sculpture and contemporary painting in
Iran, and examine the works of five
contemporary sculptors and painters. This
article seeks to understand the impact that these
artists' works have on contemporary Iranian art.

2- Methods:

In this article, with the approach of "Cultural
semiotics”, 5 works of art and the biographies
of Azerbaijani refugee artists are the "Text"
studied in this article. The mechanisms of
rejection and attraction are "Memory politics"
and "Social position" of these artists. During the
textuality relationship of the refugees' "Cultural
identity" is produced.

3- Findings:

Azeri refugees chose to conform to the
national-archaic memory policy. They never
turned into a society far from their homeland.
Four sculptors from the artistic family of
Arjang and Genghis Shahvagh were painters
and sculptors of refugees from the Caucasus or
the second generation of refugees. All of them,
except Shahvagh and Ardeshir Arjang, worked
in the traditional art education system and in
family workshops. These sculptors were greatly
influenced by archaism in terms of art form and
concepts. The sculpture of the figure of Judge
Anushirvan on the eastern wall of the Palace of
Justice has been examined (Mohajer, Taj-al-
Dini, 2014; Zokaei, Khanmohammadi, 2019;
Khanmohammadi, 2019). The coexistence of
Russian  Baroque forms with ancient
(Achaemenid-Sasanian) and indigenous signs
has been seen in other works of these artists that
are located in special places (Zokaei,
Khanmohammadi, 2019). This combination is a
new form of representation of Iranian identity
that was continued by their students. Family
workshops have trained more than thirty
students of prominent Iranian sculptors from
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1935 to today (see Khanmohammadi, Mirzaei,
1401). Ardashir Arjang's two works of waiting
and Nakedness and Ghosts took a different path
with the deformation of the realism style
(Mojabi, 2015). Genghis Shahvagh is also
among the pioneers of modernism, few of his
works remain in Tehran. The only accessible
works of his are the bust of Nasser Khosro
(Kidnapped), Rodaki, and Ferdowsi in the
Famous Staircase of Mellat Park, Tehran.
However, the artistic form of impressionism is
evident in all two busts. Of course, the
influence of Russian impressionism is evident
in the paintings and drawings of Jamande
Gholamreza Rahimzade Arjang, Ismail Arjang,
and Hasan Arjangnejad. From the point of view
of semiotics, in the works of two code
sculptors, “Nostalgia of Iran" and” Onerous
Life" It is very noticeable. "Using elements of
national culture™ has been the most frequent
sign in their works. This shows loyalty to
"National identity", the discourse of "National
art" and "National memory".

4- Conclusion:
As a result of cultural, social, and historical

developments they did not become Azeri
Diaspora in Iran. All this cultural trauma among
these refugees has created an empty sign of
"ldentity" as a "Stranger". These refugees were
pioneers in sculpture and painting. Ardeshir
Arjang, Ismail Arjang, Gholamreza
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Rahimzadeh Arjang, Hassan Arjangnejad, and
Cengiz Shahouk are among the pioneers of
modern Iranian sculpture. In the works of all
artists, we come across the three codes of
“Identity Crisis", "Nostalgia of Iran and
tradition" and "Onerous life".” Using elements
of national culture" is the most frequent
meaning of all studied works. they have raised
a serious question of "ldentity" in his works.
Despite their prominent works in urban
sculpture and their contribution to the education
of this art, they were soon forgotten. These
artists were never considered pioneers in the art
of sculpture. They are a clear example of a
"Strange sociological form". “violence " is one
of the great evils of Azerbaijani refugee artists.
For this reason, the dominance of the "National
memory policy” until now has led to the
reproduction of Iranian and Persian-speaking
artists. This has caused the contemporary art of
Iran to be limited to the representation of
certain memories.
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