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: Abstract

: Knowing the environment is important in architectural analysis. In the theory of
: environmental organization, which is the introduction to the knowledge of the
¢ environment, Rappaport considers humans to give order and meaning to their
: surroundings in order to provide interaction with others in addition to dynamics
: by creating an orderly environment. From Rappaport's point of view, the concept
¢ of environment is derived from culture and social activities, it is a structural
¢ result of space, time, meaning and relationships and a set of fixed, semi-fixed
: and non-fixed components in the environment, and the adaptation of the four
: components in traditional architecture is more than modern. In this research and
: with the aim of investigating and understanding the environmental components
: and knowledge used in traditional buildings and the type of interaction of
: humans in the past with the environment and the order of the environment, the
: Narenjestan Qavam complex in Shiraz will be studied. The present research was
: extracted by examining the library sources, Rappaport's ideas about his
: environmental organization theory and its components. Then, with the field
: observation of Narenjestan Qavam complex, the compliance of the building with
: the theoretical components was investigated. The result is that the physical
: elements play a prominent role in the spatial organization of the building and the
: spatial order also affects the meaning, time and relationships. It also helps to
: confirm the compatibility of the theory and four principles of environmental
: organization with traditional and native architecture.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Human interacts with the environment to satisfy the
inherent need to order the chaotic world around him.
Therefore, it organizes the environment to create an
orderly environment that provides interaction with
others in addition to dynamism. Rappaport is one of
the pioneers of environmental knowledge and
theorizing of environmental organization and in the
book Cultural Origin of Biological Complexes, he
defines the environment with four complementary
environmental components including  the
organization of space, meaning, time and
communication, the context of activities, cultural
landscape and the combination of fixed and non-
fixed elements. It considers the world to be
disordered and the human mind in search of order in
such a way that any form of artificial environment is
a manifestation of the human need for order.
Rappaport considers the place of native and
traditional architecture very important in this theory.
Therefore, it is necessary to examine his thought in
examples of traditional architecture and match the
components of this theory in traditional architecture.
He considers the compatibility and coordination of
environmental organization systems in traditional
buildings to be complete, which does not exist in
modern buildings. In examining any type of
architecture, knowing its environment is important.
The current research was conducted with the aim of
investigating and understanding the environmental
components in traditional buildings and the
interaction of humans in the past with the
environment and methods of environmental
regulation. The research questions are: 1- What are
the environmental organizing components from
Rappaport's point of view? 2- How are these
components displayed in the Narenjestan Qavam
building in Shiraz? 3- How did humans interact with
each other and with the environment through
traditional architecture?

2- Method

Rappaport confirms the strengthening of the theory
of environmental organization in traditional and
native houses, and this research seeks to investigate
this theory in the valuable traditional architecture of
Shiraz. In this research, among the uses of
traditional architecture, residential use and among
the existing Historical houses in Shiraz such as
Saber House, Salehi House, Tavakkoli House,

Manteghi Nejad House, Saadat and Narenjestan
Qavam building, Narenjestan Qavam building will
be examined as an original example of traditional
architecture of the Qajar period. The method used in
this research is qualitative and based on the
description and analysis of field observations from
Narenjestan Qavam Shiraz based on Rapaport's
theory of environmental organization. The
collection of theoretical information has been done
by using library studies and then with field
observations in Narenjestan Qavam collection and
checking the four components in it.

3- Findings

With the knowledge of the existence of two types of
absolute and relative space, order and separation of
space in architectural buildings and the artificial
environment can be investigated through absolute
space; Because its boundaries can be clearly
identified with physical elements. In this sense, the
architectural environment has defined boundaries
and territory separated by bold and clear physical
elements, and in this environment, a person gets to
know the limits of internal and external spaces by
observing elements such as walls and doors.
Therefore, in this type of space, the role of the body
and body elements will be more obvious, and more
elements are needed in the construction of the
building. In this building, the physical elements have
formed the spatial order. The order of meanings can
be divided into two parts. In one part, according to
the spatial arrangement, concepts and values such as
privacy and social dignity of people and building
can contain some meanings, and the other part
includes signs, symbols, colors used in different
spaces, form, proportions and size, landscape and
decorations. The regularity of communication
between people in the environment can be
determined by physical elements and how they are
used, as well as by the furniture used. As Rappaport
talks about the better organization of the
environment in traditional buildings, by examining
the components of space, time, meaning and
communication in Narenjestan Qavam, Shiraz, these
components had a relatively complete compliance
with this building. In the environmental organization
of the Narenjestan Qavam Shiraz complex, attention
has been paid to the quality of the relationship
between humans and the environment. This quality
can be found in all four factors of Rappaport's
environmental organization theory; Therefore, full
attention has been paid to the type of arrangement,
dimensions and relationship of spaces with each
other, decorations, materials and their meaning, and
the relationship and compatibility of the order of

Omidi, M., Azad Armaki, M., & Rahaei, O. (2023). Re -reading the architecture of Narenjestan Qavam based on the theory of
environmental organization



{ls xfle

SinisA  Sociology of Culture and Art

Volume 5. Issue 2. Summer 2023. Pages 97 to 112

space with meaning, the relationship of man with the
outer space, the architectural building and the inner
space, and the relationship between people in the
environment with each other.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

Based on the findings of the research, it was found
that the spatial arrangement of Narenjestan is
formed with physical elements, and the physical
elements clearly guide the arrangement and
dimensions of each space, the presentation of their
meaning, the type of activity and time order,
interactions and the order of communication.
Therefore, Rappaport's point of view that native and
traditional architecture is the best manifestation of
arrangement and harmony between the four
components of space, time, concept and
relationships has also been true in this building. In
addition, the compatibility and effect of spatial order
with other components, meaning, time and
communication, which according to Rapaport's
point of view, are signs of traditional architecture,
also exist in this building. In other words, the four

components of environmental organization in
Narenjestan Qavam have a fundamental correlation
and they interact in a common and continuous
function both in appearance and in content, and their
overlapping and linear relationships make it
impossible to examine and analyze each one
separately and cannot be done without considering
Taking the other three components, one studied.
Also, by examining the concept of the existing
spatial order, it can be seen that the order arose from
the values, beliefs and needs of the people living in
it in order to provide mental meanings.
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