Sociology of Culture and Art Volume 6. Issue 1. Spring 2024. Pages 129 to 149

Research Paper

The beloved of Saadi's Ghazals: Identity and the class implications of her
distance

Behnaz Hamedi', Parsa Yaghoobi Janbeh saraei?*
1. PhD Student in Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Language and Literature, University of Kurdistan,
Sanandaj. Iran.
2. Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Language and Literature, University of Kurdistan,
Sanandaj, Iran (Corresponding author)

https://doi.org/10.22034/scart.2023.62809

: Abstract
Received: February 24, 2023 : In the Persian Lyrical genre, the relationship between the lover and beloved has
Acc_epted: JUIY 22, 2023 : varied into different forms from the beginning to now. This relationship seems
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: too distant and unusual in classic Persian odes, while the situation of the subjects
¢ must be discovered in the concept of their social class, which is hidden in the
context. Explaining this issue requires finding the implication of the textual
: agents’ actions and situations as the lifestyle and the separation of their identity
: and social classes. Based on this, in addition to explaining the aspects of spacing
between the lover and beloved, the reasons for their spacing are interpreted,
: based on the opinions of some philosophers of cultural studies, anthropology of
: space, and sociology of the body, considering the social-cultural background of
creating the text, in Saadi's ghazal. The result shows that in Saadi's ghazal, the
: beloved's lifestyle can be classified into three levels: belongings and
Keywords: Saadi's lyric poetry,  : possessions, state of physical activity, and actions, as her class and personal and
the identity of the beloved, : social distance symptoms. All three levels are graded refusals, which appear as
distance, class, taste and : . . . .
consumption a fo_rm of_natgrgl or Stl|'Fed su_perlor_lty by beloved: starts _from a _m_lld and
: relatively implicit form, i.e., displaying assets and expressing specific body
gestures or an apparent refusal that arises from defensive actions - forms of
: disregard- and continue in its violent and aggressive form under all kinds of
: spoliation. Spoliation in the Turk governors' culture or bondman and
: bondwoman is assumed as the example of identity and social class dignity and
honor and a sign of natural or stilted convenience.
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The beloved of Saadi's Ghazals: Identity and the class implications of her distance

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

In the Persian Lyrical genre, the relationship
between the lover and beloved has varied into
different forms from the beginning to now. This
relationship seems too distant and unusual in classic
Persian odes, while the situation of the subjects must
be discovered in the concept of their social class,
which is hidden in the context. Two points should be
considered for a better explanation of the discussion:
first, the main subjects of narratives mainly, are
noble and elite, but they are different from each
other in their direction. Second, although paying
attention to the individuality of the subject, its
lifestyle, and embodiment as a sign of class and
character is a modern phenomenon, it does not mean
that the persons in past centuries did not have
personal lifestyles and also does not mean their way
of life was not demonstrated in texts. The
relationship between the lover and beloved is an
example of the distant and unusual interaction of the
Persian classic Ghazal which reading their
interaction in the context of the paradigm and
epistemic context in the text, makes the explanation
of their interactive reality possible.

2- Methods

The text is studied with a descriptive-analytical
method based on the semiotics of culture. In this
study, to avoid disagreement between the theory and
the text, only the textual codes are considered. In
addition, in the interpretation of the meanings, the
historical aspect of creating the text is also
considered. Based on this, according to the capacity
of the text, the indications of the class identity of the
beloved in the interaction with the lover have been
interpreted relying on the opinions of some
philosophers of cultural studies, anthropology of
space, and sociology of the body.

3- Findings
Two key points should be considered in describing
the identity of the beloved in the Persian classic

Gazal: first, the psychological aspect of displaying
the situation and personal status in its general
meaning should be put on priority, in comparison
with referring to social and specific cultural
interactions. Because usually, in most cultures, it is
manifested in an artificial and decontextualized
form or the form of positive idealization and self-
importance. Second, after focusing on the
psychological aspect of achieving greatness, it is
necessary to consider the social, historical, and
concrete background of achieving dignity that is
various, less or more, in different societies.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

The result shows that in Saadi's ghazal, the beloved's
lifestyle can be classified into three levels:
belongings and possessions, state of physical
activity, and actions, as her class and personal and
social distance symptoms. All three levels are
graded refusals, which appear as a form of natural or
stilted superiority by beloved: starts from a mild and
relatively implicit form, i.e. displaying assets and
expressing specific body gestures or an apparent
refusal that arises from defensive actions - forms of
disregard- and continue in its violent and aggressive
form under all kinds of spoliation. Spoliation in the
Turk governors' culture or bondman and
bondwoman is assumed as the example of identity
and social class dignity and honor and a sign of
natural or stilted convenience.
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