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: Abstract

¢ In each historical era, economic conditions influence architectural systems and
¢ urban development processes, and decorations as parts of architecture are not
: exception. This study used a historical-interpretive method to investigate the
: effects of owners’ subsistence situation on the brick decorations of the interior
: courtyard walls of Tabriz houses in the second half of the Qajar rule. To meet
¢ this goal, a question was raised: “What is the relationship between the from and
: geometry of brickwork decorations and the livelihood and economic situation of
: people?” The present study used archive sources and field interviews to identify
: Tabriz’s Qajar houses and to gain some information about the original owners
: of these houses, while dividing them into two ordinary and well-to-do groups;
: meanwhile, through field observations, the study also aimed to investigate the
: brick decorations of interior courtyards’ facades from two execution from and
: general geometry perspectives. Also, the study investigated the relationship
¢ between these decorations and the owners’ subsistence status. According to the
) . : findings, in terms of execution form, repetitive patterns fall under patterns shared
KEVWOF ds: Arphltectural . : by both groups. Extended patterns mainly belong to the well-to-do houses, and
decorations, prlckwork, Qajar i single and multi-pattern forms are again applied in the same houses. In terms of
houses, subsistence levels, Tabriz. : geometric forms, several certain patterns are shared by both groups, with some
¢ patterns particularly belonging to a specific class. In the end, it was concluded
: that there were distinctions between the decorative patterns of both groups of
¢ owners, with none of the samples ever adopting unusual patterns to separate
: various groups of society and cause class gaps among them.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction:

Architecture is always associated with beauty, and
one of the ways to create beauty in Iranian
architecture is to apply decorations. Buildings in
each period of history have been decorated with
unique features based on styles common in that
period. Following Iran’s ties with the West, the
Qajar era architecture had been influenced by
Iranian traditional and original architecture,
especially the Safavid era architecture, and also
Western and Russian architecture. As the core
element of construction material in the old texture of
Tabriz City, bricks not only served as the fillers and
separators of piers but also as decorative elements,
which in combination with specific rhythms and
geometry, helped create new patterns along with
other decorative architectural-dependent elements,
such as plaster, thatch, wood and color glass.
Factors such as aesthetics, the display of power, etc.
led building constructors to create buildings in line
with their character and the financial positions they
enjoyed. Economy and architecture are directly
related, as economic boom in architecture helps
allocate budget to beautify cities and architectural
buildings, which may result in economic growth and
increasing tourism. Accordingly, economy and
architecture are mutually interrelated. From another
perspective, the well-to-do and merchant class as
providers of pure and new patterns play a major
economic role in architecture and decorations. This
study investigates the brick decorations on the
facades of the interior courtyards of Qajar era houses
in the city of Tabriz to answer the question: “What
is the relationship between the form and geometry
of brickwork and the economic situation of people?”
The present study aimed to understand the patterns
and symbols of wealth and poverty in the form of
brickwork decorations on the walls of Tabriz’s
house interior courtyards in the second half of the
Qajar’s rule. To meet this goal, brickwork patterns
were examined in 32 Qajar houses, 18 of which
pertain to well-to-do people and 15 to ordinary
people.

2- Methods:

The present study was applied and fell under
qualitative  research; the methodology was
interpretive-historical, and data were collected by
field surveys and library methods. Meanwhile, the

information of each building and their owners were
obtained from documentary and library sources as
well as field interviews, while the brickwork
decoration forms of each house were determined by
direct observations. To this end, field surveys and
direct observations were used to investigate brick
decorations in the statistical population; then, the
patterns used on the walls were distinguished based
on the owners’ subsistence levels. Having been
distinguished, the patterns were examined in two
executive and geometric forms and the relationship
between these two aspects and the owners’
subsistence levels was analyzed.

3- Results:
In sum, a review of all patterns (63 patterns), led to

the following results:

e The patterns of the statistical population
were divided into 1) patterns shared by the
two groups of people; 2) specific patterns
in each building, and 3) specific patterns in
each group

e The number of repetitive patterns in
ordinary houses was higher than those in
well-to-do houses.

e The extended rhombus pattern was only
found in the well-to-do houses (except for
the Blourchian House).

e The single patterns used in the case studies
only belong to affluent houses, except for
Sehhati and Naghshineh Houses, which
belonged to ordinary people. This is
justifiable since the Sehhati House dates
back to the late Qajar and early Pahlavi era,
with a major part of its brickwork
decorations attributed to the Pahlavi era.

e Single- and multi-patterns enjoy some
unique intricacies, which indicate the
sumptuousness and lavishness of these
patterns.

e Some of the patterns shared by the two
groups of people fell under patterns that
were repetitive and had no connection with
the peoples’ economic levels.

e Exclusive patterns; These specific patterns
belonged to the two groups and were
numerus and diverse in the ordinary houses
compared to the well-to-do houses.
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4- Conclusion:

In sum, each group of people used some specific
patterns based on their economic conditions, tastes
and aesthetic needs. The distinctions between the
decorative patterns of the two groups never led to a
radical use of unusual styles, which would separate
various groups of society and cause some class gaps
among them.

5- Funding
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among them.
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