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The purpose of this article is to investigate the relationship between the
national media, the provincial TV channel and the Kurdish language overseas
satellites on the dimensions of the national and ethnic identity of the Kurds in
Oramanat region of Kermanshah, which was conducted with a survey method
and the use of a questionnaire among a sample of 400 citizens of four cities of
Javanroud, Paveh, Ravansar and Salas Babajani. The obtained data were
processed and analyzed through spss software. The findings of the research
show that the amount of use of the national media (1 hour and 45 minutes) and
the provincial TV channel (half an hour) compared to virtual space and the
Internet (4 hours) and even satellite (about 2 hours) was much less, which
shows that respondents’ satisfaction with national and provincial media is very
low. In terms of identity, the average number of ethnic identities is (4) and
national identity is (3.5), which is at an average level. The inferential results of
this study showed that the national media (beta 0.22) and the Zagros provincial
TV channel (beta 0.19) have a positive and direct effect on national identity,
which explains a total of 13% of respondents' national identity. Also, age (beta
0.14) has a positive effect on national identity, and the use of Kurdish language
satellites (beta -0.12) has a negative effect on national identity. On one hand,
out of all the studied variables, only Kurdish-language satellites with beta
(0.21) have had a positive effect on ethnic identity, and in total, 5% of the
variance of ethnic identity is related to these Kurdish-language overseas media.
In the meantime, the amount of use of new social networks with beta (-0.12)
had a negative effect on ethnic identity. On the other hand, in relation to the
respondents’ religious identity, the national and provincial media explained
only 9.5% of the respondents' religious identity, and more than 90% of the
unexplained variance is related to factors other than the national and provincial
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Considering  the  special  cultural-historical
characteristics and conditions of different ethnic
groups, it is necessary for the social identity of
each ethnic group to be carefully analyzed and
sociologically studied in relation to new media (TV
and satellite); "Issues and problems related to the
confrontation of the ethnic groups with the central
government and the different media narrative of
these two factors of the identity of the ethnic group,
have become such that some have called the
current age "the age of the explosion of ethnicities"
(Hamidian, 1385 : 20). Dissatisfaction of the ethnic
groups with the way their identity is represented by
the national and state media has led to the
discussion of ethnic identity and identity seeking in
relation to the foreign media and institutional trust,
cohesion and national solidarity. The title
undermines important  principles of good
governance. The author's lived experience of being
in the hangout of the citizens of Oramanat regions
indicates that due to the lack of trust and
satisfaction in the programs that are broadcast on
the provincial network or radio and television
regarding ethnic issues, not only in following news
and information, rather, they use Kurdish-language
overseas networks to spend their free time. In this
regard, the problem of the current research is that
what is the relationship between the media
(provincial network, national and satellite and
Kurdish language channels) with the ethnic and
national identity of the respondents and to what
extent do they explain the dependent variables of
the research?

3- Methods
The research method is a survey, which was first
selected through documentary study of theories
related to the subject of the study, then their
concepts were extracted, and data was collected
among the studied statistical population through
survey and questionnaire tools. The statistical
population of this research includes all women and
men aged 15 to 65 living in the Oramanat region of
Kermanshah province, including the four cities of
Javanrud, Paveh, Ravansar, and Salas Babajani,
each of which has a population of about 59,000,
48,000, 32,000, and 20,000 people respectively.
They are urban (Statistical Center of Iran, 1400).
The random sampling method is a multi-stage
quota. Data was collected according to the
population of each city from the target samples.

3- Findings

The findings of the research show that the amount
of use of the national media (1 hour and 45
minutes) and the provincial TV channel (half an

hour) compared to virtual space and the Internet (4
hours) and even satellite (about 2 hours) was much
less, which shows that respondents' satisfaction
with national and provincial media is very low. In
terms of identity, the average number of ethnic
identities is (4) and national identity is (3.5), which
is at an average level. The inferential results of this
study showed that the national media (beta 0.22)
and the Zagros provincial TV channel (beta 0.19)
have a positive and direct effect on national
identity, which explains a total of 13% of
respondents' national identity. Also, age (beta 0.14)
has a positive effect on national identity, and the
use of Kurdish language satellites (beta -0.12) has a
negative effect on national identity.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

Based on the findings of the research, the
programs that are produced and broadcast by the
Zagros provincial network of Kermanshah are not
very successful in representing the identity of the
Kurds of the Oramanat region, and the people of
Oramanat use Kurdish-language satellite channels
to represent their identity. They use overseas.
Considering  the positive and  significant
relationship between the consumption of Kurdish
satellite programs and the ethnic identity of the
respondents and the absence of a significant
relationship between the consumption of Zagros
provincial network programs and the ethnic
identity of the respondents, it can be concluded that
the Kurds prefer to watch satellite programs. Kurds
see the language as an arena for symbolic
resistance against the representation of their
identity by the national and provincial media. One
of the important results of the research is that the
Kurds have not exclusively identified themselves
as Kurds; They have chosen both Iranian, Muslim
and Kurdish as the components of their social
identity. Of course, such an idea of identity among
Kurds is not surprising; For the people who have
lived in the plateau of Iran and in continuous
contact with other ethnic groups and experienced
common historical events, a mixed and
multidimensional perception of identity will be
relatively natural and expected for them.
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