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: Abstract

: Paying attention to the negative effects of the culture industry is among the
¢ principles of critical aesthetics of Frankfurt School. Culture industry eliminates
: one's creativity and individualism through their assimilation. In this
: documentary research that was conducted using a descriptive-analytical
: approach, the first five books of Simin Behbahani, including Jay-e Pa,
¢ Chelcherag, MarMar, Rastakhiz and Khatee ze Sorat va az Atash were analyzed
: from the critical aesthetics perspective. The results of this research showed that
: besides depicting the life narration of the persons such as the dancer, the
: prostitute, the employee, and the rich man as some manifestations of the culture
¢ industry like beauty industry and entertainment industry in her poems, Simin
: Behbahani has represented reification as the consequence of the culture industry
: in the form of gender reification and administrative reification. Regarding the
: form area, Behbahani is, at first, an imitator by following the literary tradition,
¢ but she has liberated her art from imitation and entered the creative art area by
: bringing a manifesto in Khatee ze Sorat va az Atash manuscript and using the
: unprecedented and rare weights in Persian poetry. It can be said that her poem
¢ is an authentic one and complies with the principles of Frankfurt School. This
¢ way, Behbahani has, in fact, criticized the consequences of the culture industry
: by negating the status quo and presenting an indictment against the established
: rhyme.
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Critical aesthetics of manifestations of culture industry in literary texts (Case study: Simin Behbahani's

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

In this article, the negative effects of the culture
industry and its consequences are discussed in the
poems of Simin Behbahani. Behbahani's first five
notebooks, including the collections Jai Pa,
Chalcharagh, Marmar, Rastakhiz, and Khati Z-
Gazet and O-Atas, have been examined and
analyzed from the point of view of critical
aesthetics. and the form is checked. The findings and
results of the research show that in his poems, Simin
Behbahani, while narrating the life of people such as
a dancer, a prostitute, an employee and a rich man,
depicted the manifestations of the culture industry
such as the beauty industry and the entertainment
industry, and Reification as a consequence of the
culture industry, in the form of Reification.
Sexuality and administrative Reification has been
represented. In the field of form, Behbahani is an
imitator by following the literary tradition, but by
bringing a manifesto in the book of speed and fire
and the use of unprecedented and rare weights in
Persian poetry, he freed his art from the bondage of
imitation and entered the realm of creative art. It has
been said that from this point of view, it can be said
that his poetry is an original poem in accordance
with the principles of the Frankfurt school. In fact,
in this way, by denying the status quo and indicting
the established order, he has criticized the
consequences of the culture industry

2- Methods

This article is written with documentary method and
descriptive-analytical approach. The topic of this
research is the manifestations of the culture industry
and the attitude towards it in the poems of Simin
Behbahani. Since Reification (as a consequence of
the culture industry) and its criticism has a special
place in the theory of critical aesthetics of the
Frankfurt school, we used this theory in the
upcoming research. After sampling the poems and
sampling and selecting the main and sub-titles, we
discussed the manifestations of the culture industry
and the attitude towards it in the poems of Simin
Behbahani, with the approach of the principles of
critical aesthetics of the Frankfurt school.

3- Findings

An investigation into Simin Behbahani's attitude
toward the culture industry and its consequences in
the area of the content and form of the poetry
revealed that regarding the poetry form, her poem
negates the culture industry and its various
manifestations, namely the beauty industry and
entertainment industry. Choosing the tangible and

poems).

comprehensive examples of the intrusion of the
culture industry into the Iranian society, such as the
dance, prostitution and sexual slavery at the same
time with the expansion of the pubs and cabarets as
the entertainment centers in her poems, Behbahani
has represented and criticized the culture industry in
the life of the employees and different consequences
of this industry, including the men and women
gender reification and administrative reification.
The critical aesthetics of Simin Behbahani's poems
in the content area is a manifestation of the negation
of domination system and presenting an indictment
against the established rhyme, but in the form area,
her poem in Jay-e Pa, MarMar, Chelcherag, and
Rastakhiz affirms the culture industry and system
inherited through the literary tradition. Her poem's
form in this period is an imitator art, which is a
positive art not a negative one in the view of the
Frankfurt School members and leads to the
consolidation on the traditional aesthetics rules.
However, in Khatee ze Sorat va az Atash collection,
her poem's form negates the culture industry by
using the unprecedented and rare weights in Persian
prosody. This way, a new area is opened to the
classic sonnet, which is mainly known by the name
of Simin Behbahani. By registering her name as an
innovative poet in the area of poetry weight and
adding a new capacity to it, she liberates her art from
imitation and brings it to an area of creativity and
individuality desired by Frankfurt School fans as it
is only through this way that the artists can isolate
themselves from the group of assimilated masses
that is the puppet of the culture industry.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

Among the solutions of the culture industry for
extinguishing the women's activism power is to
engross them in sexual abilities so that they refrain
from criticizing the sociopolitical situation of the
society by focusing on their sexual and body power.
This process leads to the gender reification of
women. Behbahani has highlighted this issue in the
Dancer and the Prostitute poems. In such a situation,
the women become the tools for men's
entertainment. The dancer is a young girl who has
been drawn to this side in looking for a better life,
but this dance assembly is different from the
previous ones and goes on in another way as the
flame of awareness has been lit in the dancer's heart.
Emphasizing the physical attractiveness of women,
culture industry not only makes women busy with
their sexual abilities and marginalizes their activism
and objection power in the shadow of these physical
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attractions, it also turns men into sexual objects who
spend all their energy on sexual and sensual action
and fail to enter the field of praxis and political
action. The instrumental view of the culture industry
to men and the endeavor for reification of the
superior gender of the society can be found within a
poem titled Sarnevesht (destiny). The men's
reification occurring through two elements of sex
and capital seems to be a more decisive factor in
stabilizing the status quo of the society. The
domination system can attain its goals with peace of
mind when the huge power of men is focused on
issues such as pleasure and entertainment instead of
sociopolitical issues.

Simin Behbahani's poems can be classified into two
periods in terms of the relationship between the form
and reification: The form of her poems in the first
period affirms the culture industry in Jay-e Pa, Mar
Mar, Chelcherag, and Rastakhiz collections, and
negates this culture in the second period in Khatee
ze Sorat va az Atash book. In the second period, she

poems).

used about 140 prosodic weights in her poems most
of which are new weights. With this innovation,
Behbahani negates the culture industry.
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