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: Abstract

¢ In historical books, Tabarstan is considered one of the three major areas of Iran's
i exquisite carpet production, and the art of weaving it continues to this day in the
: highlands of this region. However, there is little information about the famous
: Tabarestan carpet motifs. The geographical location of Tabarestan and its
: distance from the central government have preserved the cultural characteristics
¢ of this region in different historical eras, therefore, identifying the woven motifs
: of Tabaristan can be a platform for knowing the visual elements and cultural
: identity of the region. The aim of the current research is to identify the
: traditional motifs of the native handwovens of Tabaristan region. This research
: is of a qualitative type and has studied the data in a descriptive-analytical way.
: Motif’s information was obtained in the field and sampling of traditional
: handwovens in the historical areas of Tabarestan. Documentary sources were
¢ used for analysis. The findings of the research show 150 valuable and old roles.
: These motifs can be divided into vegetable, animal, geometric and abstract
) . : motifs in terms of shapes and themes. Many traces of ancient and mythological
Keywords: Taba_rstan, tr_adltlonal. : motifs can be seen among these motifs. Such as: bergamot-like shapes, four-
handwovens, native motifs. : feathered flowers, mutual birds, symmetrical tree and swastika pattern. The
¢ presence of ancient motifs in Tabari weavings and comparing them with the
: motifs of early Islamic art crafts in Tabarestan shows that these motifs were used
: in Tabarestan weavings before Islam and during the Sassanid period. Their use
¢ has continued until today in the traditional handlooms of the Alborz highlands
: in Tabarestan.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Tabarstan handwovens have played an important
role in the political and economic history of the
region, and it seems that the Tabarstan carpet had an
independent and well-known nature. Considering
the privileged position of Tabari weaves in history,
it seems that in the historical and artistic researches
of Iran, the weaving traditions of Tabrestan have not
been taken as seriously as the central regions of
Iran.The region of Tabaristan was out of the control
of the central governments of Iran until before the
Safavid period, and more than other parts of Iran, it
has managed to preserve its language, culture and
religious beliefs in different historical eras.
Therefore, the identification of motifs in this area
provides the possibility of research in the field of
understanding the pictorial elements of the ancient
history of Tabarstan. In addition, following the
decline of traditional handwovens and the
destruction of the remaining works of Tabarstan
carpets, research is necessary to know the traditional
motifs of Tabarstan handwovens. Therefore, with
the assumption that the handwovens of the historical
region of Tabarstan have diverse motifs and
historical themes, the aim of this research is to
identify the local handwoven motifs of the historical
region of Tabarstan and the research question is as
follows. 1- What are the types of traditional
handwoven motifs of Tabarstan region? 2- What are
the characteristics and themes of the motifs used in
the traditional weavings of Tabarestan?

2- Methods

The current research is qualitative. Due to the nature
of the research and to understand the motifs, the
research implementation method is a descriptive and
analytical method. Data collection about the motifes
of historical artifacts and data analysis was done by
documentary studies. The information and data
collection about the weaving motifs was obtained by
field research and sampling of the original
handwovens and their software implementation.
Tables of motifs include non-repetitive motifs and
the most important handwoven motifs of each
region. These areas are: 1-South of Ramsar and
Tonkabon Heights. 2- The highlands of Chalus and
Kalardasht. 3- The southern heights of Amol and
Baladeh. 4- Heights of Bandpi, Lafur and Swadkoh.
5- Northern heights of Semnan (Sangsar). 6-
Chardange and Dudange sari. 7- hezarjarib in
Behshahr and Neka. After collecting the motifs,
their investigation was done according to the
proposed hypotheses, and the motifs were compared

and analyzed with a historical approach in terms of
shapes and themes.

3- Findings

In two ways, motifes of the ancient patterns of
Tabarstan were obtained. 1- There are signs of
Tabarstan handwoven matifs in the engraved metal
vessels discovered from Sari, Kalardasht and
Chalush belonging to before Islam. There are also
pre-Islamic motifs on the coins and pottery of the
early Hijri centuries and Al Boyeh fabrics.2- More
than 150 motifs of all kinds of native weavings have
been collected and drawn in 7 historical areas of
Tabarstan and are shown in tables 1 to 7. These
motifs can be divided into plant, animal, geometric
and abstract motifs in terms of shapes and themes. A
written motif can also be seen in them. These motifs,
in addition to being aesthetic and practical, also have
a ritual function. Physical factors and social reasons
that have influenced the formation of motifs include:
weaving method, historical and cultural background
of Tabarstan, migrations and cultural exchanges.
Many traces of ancient and mythological motifs can
be seen among these motifs. Such as: bergamot-like
shapes, four-petaled flowers, mutual birds,
symmetrical tree and swastika pattern.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

Visual evidences of Al Boyeh woven motifs,
designs used in pottery, metal containers and coins
of Tabarstan on one hand and the special
geographical and political position of Tabarstan on
the other hand emphasize the preservation of
cultural characteristics and the continuation of
artistic traditions in Tabarstan. .Some of the ancient
motifs related to the Buyid period, such as the
inscription with the theme of seeking blessings,
which has been an artistic tradition on the pottery
and textiles of Al-Buye, dates back to the early
centuries of Hijri. The many commonalities of some
of the handwoven motifs of Tabarstan with carpet
motifs and the similarity of the placement of
handwoven motifs with the systematic structure of
the carpet, traces the traces of handwoven rugs to the
carpet weaving traditions of the first centuries of
Hijri in Tabarstan. Therefore, the evidence shows
that the traditions of Tabari carpet with this degree
of value, which shows its richness in terms of the
quality of materials, the way of weaving and motifs,
were not destroyed all at once, and parts of the faces
of Tabari carpet, including its motifs, have remained
in the handwovens of Tabarstan today. In addition,
among the studied motifs there are motifs similar to
motifs before Islam and the Sassanid period, such as:
birds facing each other, tree of life, swastika and
motifs placed in the frame. Comparing them with the
motifs of art crafts discovered in Tabarstan
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emphasizes that these motifs were also used in the
textiles of Tabaristan before Islam and during the
Sassanid period. The use of some of these old motifs
has continued to this day in the traditional
handwovens of the remote parts of the Alborz
highlands in Tabarstan.
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