Sociology of Culture and Art Volume 7. Issue 1. Spring 2025. Pages 72 to 85

Research Paper

Explaining the connection between marginalized culture and a sense of belonging to
national identity (Case of study: the marginalized of dwellers Zanjan city)

Ebrahim Mardanloo® Mohammad Reza Gholami?*, Hadi Noori?,

1- Master of Sociology, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran.

2- Associate Professor, Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of
Guilan, Rasht, Iran.

3- Associate Professor, Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of
Guilan, Rasht, Iran

10.22034/scart.2024.140158.1417

: Abstract

i The purpose of this article is to investigate the relationship between
: marginalization and national identity based on Michael Hector's theory of
: internal colonialism, and in terms of method, it is among quantitative
: researches. The data of the research was collected through a questionnaire
¢ with a sample size of 330 people and with the appropriate sampling method,
: the statistical population is also the people of the marginal areas of Zanjan
¢ city According to the findings of the research, the more the understanding of
: the marginalized people about economic inequality increases; The degree of
: belonging to their national identity is reduced. The more the marginalized
: people's understanding of political and economic inequality increases; The
: amount of their ethnic identification decreases. The more the marginalized
: people's understanding of political and economic inequality increases; The
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Explaining the connection between marginalized culture and a sense of belonging to
national identity (Case of study: the marginalized of dwellers Zanjan city)

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

National and ethnic identities are among the most
significant forms of collective identity, shaping how
individuals perceive themselves and their place
within a broader social framework. National identity
refers to a sense of belonging to a nation-state, often
based on shared history, culture, language, and
political values. In contrast, ethnic identity is rooted
in ancestral heritage, cultural traditions, and a sense
of common origin. While these identities can coexist
harmoniously, they may also come into conflict,
especially in contexts marked by social inequality or
political  marginalization.  Understanding the
dynamics between these identities is crucial in
analyzing social cohesion and political stability.
National identity represents the highest level of
collective identity, and when strengthened, it fosters
social cohesion. Each form of identity consists of
specific elements and components, some of which
may overlap across different types of identity. For
instance, certain components are shared between
national and ethnic identities. Ethnic identity is
defined as a part of an individual’s self-concept,
grounded in the awareness of belonging to an ethnic
group, and accompanied by emotional attachment
and motivational commitment to this membership.
In this context, the structural, geographical, social,
natural, ethnic, and cultural diversity of a country
may raise concerns among policymakers and
analysts of social, cultural, and political affairs.
Zanjan, a city in northwestern Iran, has experienced
marginalization in recent decades, similar to other
major cities in the country. This has led to various
social issues, including inadequate healthcare, low
economic status, limited access to educational and
welfare services, child labor, poverty, and
delinquency. Although Zanjan ranks among the last
ten provinces in terms of marginalization, the
challenges faced by its marginalized communities
are significant and merit attention. The Turkish-
speaking population of Zanjan exhibits a strong
sense of nationalism, which can also be interpreted
as a form of ethnic identity. Therefore, the present
study investigates the impact of perceived political
and economic inequality on both national and ethnic
identity among Azeri-speaking residents living in
the marginalized outskirts of Zanjan.

2- Methods

The present research adopts a quantitative
methodology, utilizing a survey technique for data
collection. The required data were gathered through
a questionnaire, which was developed and finalized
following a preliminary study and a pilot test. The
statistical population consists of marginalized
residents in the neighborhoods of Koi Shahada, Koi
Bait Al-Maqdis, and Koi Vahdat in the city of

Zanjan. The total population is 2,817 individuals.
Using a probability-based approach and stratified
sampling method, and applying Cochran's formula,
a sample of 338 respondents was selected to
complete the questionnaire. The type of validity
used for the research instrument is face validity.
After evaluating and confirming the questionnaire’s
validity, the finalized items were incorporated into
the instrument. To assess its reliability, the
questionnaire was randomly distributed among 30
members of the target population, and based on the
results, more accurate and reliable items were
selected.

3- Findings

According to the research findings, as marginalized
individuals® perception of economic inequality
increases, their sense of national identity declines.
Similarly, a greater awareness of political and
economic inequality is associated with a decrease in
ethnic identification. ~Moreover, the more
marginalized individuals perceive political and
economic inequality, the greater their potential for
political violence becomes. Regression analysis
shows that the perception of economic inequality is
the most influential factor affecting both national
and ethnic identity.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

As marginalized individuals develop a stronger
awareness of economic inequality, their ethnic
values become more pronounced, while their sense
of national identity tends to decline. According to
Hechter, the emergence of Namoron—and the
resulting unequal distribution of resources—leads to
the intensification of ethnic conflicts. The less
access marginalized groups have to opportunities
and achievements, the more the tension between
them and the central authorities escalates. Hechter
argues that under such circumstances, ethnic
solidarity may be reinforced, often at the expense of
national identity. Therefore, it can be generally
concluded that greater economic inequality among
marginalized groups increases the likelihood of
solidarity among less-privileged communities. This
dynamic may contribute to the accumulation of
violent potential, ultimately manifesting in acts of
political violence. Within this process, economic
inequality—and more importantly, the perception of
inequality—plays a crucial role. Notably, the
findings of this study indicate that while the
perception of economic inequality significantly
correlates with a decline in national identity, the
perception of political inequality does not show a
significant relationship with national identity. This
highlights the centrality of economic factors in
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