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: Abstract

: The purpose of this article is to discover and identify the semantic implications
¢ of religious tourism based on the experience of visitors of religious places in
¢ Dehlran county in Ilam province. The research paradigm is qualitative and its
: method is interpretive phenomenology. The target society of the research
¢ includes all the visitors of religious places in Dehlran county in 1401. for select
¢ the participants in the research by using the purposive sampling method and
¢ according to the sufficiency criterion, 24 people have been chosen. The data
: collection tool was an in-depth interview and the method of data analysis was
: the method of Smith et al. (2009). During data coding and searching for patterns
: in data, the themes of spiritual experience, calmness and pacification, re-
: exploration the meaning of life, Improving relationships, upgrading of social
: capital, opening cultural horizons and strengthening religious beliefs were
: obtained. The results indicate the existence of spiritual experience as an
¢ important semantic implication among the studied tourists. Pilgrimage tripe is
¢ the product of a complex interaction between structural conditions, habitus and
: the action of choosing the destination, place and action of the tourist, which show
: themselves in the choice of Holy places in certain places. In addition to the
: pilgrimage aspects of the trip, the participants in the research did not neglect
¢ leisure, nature-based tourism and entertainment. In other words, these tourists
: can be categorized as pilgrims-tourists, who in this trip combine the spiritual
¢ element of tourism with its material aspect and consider a wide range of travel
i necessities for themselves.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Tourism is a social phenomenon that has long
attracted the attention of human societies and due to
the expansion of communication and the
extraordinary increase in the number of domestic
and foreign tourists in the world, it has had
numerous economic, social and cultural
consequences. Religious tourism is one of the
important forms of tourism in the productive and
attracting tourist’s market. Religious tourism has
been popular in Iran since the distant past and even
before the arrival of Islam and the followers of
different religions traveled to visit religious holy
places and holding their religious rituals. Ilam
province also has many religious tourism places that
allocated a large amount of tourism to themselves.
Dehloran county is one of the religious tourism
points in Ilam province, which has many religious,
historical and natural tourism capacities. the
interpretation of religious places visitors and its
semantic implications have been less explored by
researchers. Therefore, this research will try to find
out from this point of view how do visitors of
religious places of Dehloran county interpret
visiting religious places, and in this regard, it will
raise the following question: What are the semantic
implications of religious tourism among the visitors
of religious places in Dehloran county?

2- Methods

The research paradigm is qualitative and its method
is interpretive phenomenology. The target society of
the research includes all the visitors of religious
places in Dehloran county in 2022. to select the
participants in the research by using the purposive
sampling method and according to the sufficiency
criterion, 24 people have been chosen. The data
collection tool was an in-depth interview and the
method of data analysis was the method of Smith et
al.  (2009). Based on the interpretive
phenomenological analysis method, the data were
analyzed through open and axial coding and the
main themes of the research were extracted, and for
this purpose, the data analysis was done in six steps:
1. Reading and re-reading 2. Initial noting 3.
Developing the emergent themes 4. Searching for
connections across emergen themes 5. Moving to
the next case. 6. Looking for patterns across cases.

3- Findings

During the data collection, at the end of each
interview, the data was coded immediately, and
during the open coding, 210 meaningful statements
and 156 concepts were obtained, and 24 sub-themes
and 7 main themes were extracted from the

combination of concepts and by using of themes
stemmed from the research and by discovering the
latent implications in the interviews, the results have
been analyzed. During the data coding and searching
for patterns in the data, the themes of spiritual
experience, calmness and pacification, re-
exploration of the meaning of life, relationship
improvement, social capital upgradement, opening
cultural horizons and strengthening religious beliefs
were obtained. spiritual experience; refers to a kind
of spiritual experience in the inner atmosphere of
Imamzadeh court. In other words, spiritual sense is
a kind of feeling that a person claims as a result of
performing religious rituals in a shrine. Feeling of
calmness and pacification; indicates that part of the
tourists consider getting away from the everyday
concerns as a kind of freedom and pacification and
a form of getting rid of the daily habits and
emancipatory. rexploring the meaning of life; during
the pilgrimage, some of the tourists look at life from
a wider perspective and with a different vision, so
that they plan more purposive to determine and
direct the new paths of their lives. pilgrimage along
with friends or family gives tourists the opportunity
to rebuild and improve their relationships with each
other, which has an effect on enriching the travel in
the form of creating memories and deepening
relationships.

According to tourists, group pilgrimage strengthens
the sense of cooperation, mutual trust and
development of social relations between people. The
components that mainly refer to the structure of
social capital. a part of the tourists are looking for
cultural exploration and gaining new experiences
through traveling to new places, increasing
information, learning new things and immersing in
a new culture. Strengthening religious beliefs refers
to the fact that a part of tourists are looking for the
development of their religious faith, religious
experience, performing specific religious rituals and
dealing with religious affairs properly.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

In general, it can be concluded that religious
tourism relies on a religious place, which is mainly
a defined and specific place that has certain
functions. Pilgrims who enter these religious places
try to find certain moments to distance themselves
from the material world and reach a transcendental
feeling. Religious tourism is a trip to a place that is
included in the circle of holiness. According to
Wach's theory, religious tourism explains both the
belief system of the pilgrims and the practical
expression of the pilgrims, which always includes
doing something to communicate with the holy

Badri, M., Feizolahi, A., Gasemi, Y. (2025). Semantic implications of religious tourism (case Study: visitors of
religious places in Dehlran county). Sociology of Culture and Art, 7 (4), 24-37.
2.



Semantic implications of religious tourism
(case Study: visitors of religious places in Dehlran county)

matter. Pilgrimage is a practical expression of
religious experience. Also, according to Bourdieu's
perspective, habituation can be used to explain the
preferences of tourists in the field of tourism. In this
regard, habitus is a conceptual framework for the
understanding and interpretation of religious tourists
about the phenomenon under investigation and
based on this, the choice of destination or travel
activity and goal is the result of a complex
interaction between social and historical conditions
or structures and The field depends on the habit and
consequently on the action of the tourist. Religious
tourists show their habits by choosing sacred spaces
and places. Finally, it can be said that from the view
of the religious tourists studied in the religious place,
one can receive spiritual experiences and
pacification resulting from it. In addition to the
pilgrimage aspects of traveling and visiting the
tombs of Imamzades buried in this city, the
participants in the research did not ignore the leisure,

nature tourism and entertainment. In other words,
these tourists can be categorized as pilgrim-tourist,
who in this trip combines the spiritual element of
tourism with its material aspect and considers a wide
range of travel necessities for oneself.
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