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: Abstract

: The aim of this article is to analyze the sociocultural aspects of the weakness of
: reading culture in Iran. The main questions of this research revolve around
¢ identifying the main factors contributing to the weakness of reading culture in
¢ Iran, and what are the components of the ground theory that explains this
¢ weakness. To address these questions, this research was conducted using an
¢ interpretive paradigm, an inductive strategy, a qualitative approach, and the
: Grounded Theory method by Charmaz. The data collection tool in this research
: Is semi-structured interviews. The statistical population consists of experts and
: opinion leaders in the field of books and reading, selected through theoretical
: sampling and purposive sampling methods. Data analysis was conducted using
: Charmaz's constructivist coding approach in three stages. Ultimately, 93
: concepts were extracted as initial codes, 29 concepts as focused codes, and 9
¢ concepts as theoretical codes from within the interviews. The research findings
¢ indicate that three sets of factors influence the weakness of reading culture:
: Fundamental factors, background factors, and exacerbating factors, all of which
: contribute to a combined process leading to the weakness of reading culture.
¢ Each of these factors is characterized by specific terms and codes. “A consistent
: pattern of cultural incompatibility” are the core concept extracted from the
: coding, forming the basis of the data theory in this research, explaining the
: primary cause of the weakness of reading culture within the cultural system. The
: proposed solution of this research suggests that cultural policymaking should be
¢ contingent upon the patterns within the cultural system.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Culture is the spiritual heritage of any country and

the book with a history of five thousand years is one
of the first elements that have contributed to the
creation of culture and civilization. So, you need to
look at books as an important and influential
element in promoting the culture of society, so that
the practice of reading can be popularized in society.
So, cultural consumption, especially reading books,
is a serious disadvantage in any society. But in
Iranian society, given the numerous cultural, social,
economic and political problems, the need to use
cultural goods, including books, has not yet been
institutionalized. Despite the diversity of statistics
on per capita reading in Iranian society, the results
of all research and studies show that reading books
in Iran is not in a favorable situation and mainly the
Iranian people avoid buying or reading books.
Therefore, since reading is one of the factors and
indicators of cultural development in any country,
then inactivity in reading books in Iran is a cultural
problem and an obstacle to comprehensive and
sustainable development; therefore, reading and
evaluating it is a very important issue.

2- Methods

This research has been done with interpretative
paradigm, inductive strategy, qualitative approach,
and Charmez's constructivist grounded theory
method. The data collection tool in this research is a
semi-structured interview. The statistical population
in this research are experts and key informants in the
field of books and reading. The sampling method
was based on the theoretical sampling approach and
with the purposeful sampling method. For this
purpose, samples have been selected that have the
necessary theoretical connection with the research
topic. In the current research, interviews with the
interviewees continued until theoretical saturation
was reached, and finally, theoretical saturation was
achieved after interviewing 19 people from the
considered samples. In this research, coding and
data adjustment were used for data analysis.

3- Findings

In data analysis by coding method, 93 open coding
expressions, 29 axial coding concepts and 9
concepts are classified in theoretical coding. In fact,
in this study, the theory is extracted from within
these nine theoretical codes. These theoretical codes
are factors that weaken the culture of reading in Iran.
Of these categories, 3 concepts (ejectors of reading
culture, instability of the book era and inappropriate

social structures) have been identified as the main
factors of weakness of reading culture. 3 categories
(wrong policies in the field of publishing and books,
weakness of educational institutions and anti-
knowledge society) are also among the factors that
contribute to the weakness of the culture of reading.
Three categories (the destructive role of media and
cyberspace, the weakness of policy and planning
and the modern lifestyle) have also been identified
as factors that exacerbate the weakness of reading
culture. The nuclear concept of the theory of
weakness of reading culture in Iran is the existence
of "consistent incompatible patterns of culture”. In
fact, the combination of three categories of factors
has weakened the culture of reading in Iran.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

Various studies have been conducted on the lack of
reading culture in Iran. Each of them has pointed to
some of the factors, and none has identified which
factors play a key role in this cultural weakness or
which are the main factors. So we are faced with a
complex set of multiple factors. The findings of this
study not only identify several factors in the
weakness of the study culture among lIranians, but
also determine which of the main factors and which
of the factors that contribute to and exacerbate this
weakness. According to the theory of the existence
of consistent incompatible patterns of culture, it can
be claimed that the main factor of the weakness of
reading culture in Iran is related to the existence of
incompatible patterns within culture. By explaining
that within the cultural system, through some
elements of culture, relations and relations have
been formed that have become fixed models of
Iranian culture. These cultural patterns have no
compatibility with reading. For example, the oral
culture pattern and the collectivist culture are two
consistent cultural patterns for this inconsistency.
These incompatible patterns of culture can be
called" rejecters of reading culture". This factor has
been integrated with historical conditions such as the
illiteracy of the people, the instability of the book era
with the emergence of new media, the existence of
superstitious beliefs and totalitarian governments.
The result of this integration is to further stabilize
patterns that are incompatible with the world of
reading. In addition, the factor of inappropriate
social structures is combined with the main factors
to weaken the culture of reading in Iran as much as
possible. Elements such as prioritizing material
values, lack of sovereignty in society, people's
distrust of the government, economic and
institutional barriers to the family are part of
inappropriate social structures that are among the
main factors that weaken the culture of reading.
Along with these main factors, there are also a set of
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contextual and aggravating factors. Therefore, the
underlying cause of the weakness of the culture of
study in Iran goes back to the culture and the
constant patterns of incompatibility of culture. So, to
overcome this weakness, culture policymakers need
to focus their programs on changing these cultural
patterns.
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