Sociology of Culture and Art Volume 7. Issue 3. Autumn 2025. P 164 to 180

Research Paper

Qualitative study of urban space elements from the perspective of cultural identity
(Field of study: Sanandaj city)

Simin Darvishnori?, Ali baseri?*, mohammad Hadi Mansourlakoraj®

1. PhD student of Anthropology, Central Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran

2. Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, Central Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran,
Iran.

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, Central Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran,
Iran

¢ https://doi.org/10.22034/scart.2025.143202.1700

: Abstract

¢ The phenomenon of globalization has led to a fundamental transformation in the
i cultural identity of people in different societies. The expansion of urbanization
: and urban spaces, as part of this phenomenon, due to their comprehensiveness
: and universal accessibility, plays an effective role in consolidating symbols of
¢ cultural identity. Sanandaj is a city with an ancient cultural context to which its
: residents have a special sense of cultural belonging. The aim of this research is
: to identify various elements such as architecture, visual arts, and cultural
: symbols in the urban spaces of Sanandaj, which are explained by relying on a
: set of theoretical approaches such as functionalism and interpretivism. The
: research method in this research is qualitative, descriptive-analytical. Primary
: data collection through field study, library documents, and semi-structured
: interviews was analyzed using the content analysis method, and semantic code
: categories were extracted from the data. The statistical population includes the
: local community, tourists, and employees and managers of various
: administrative, service, and residential sectors, which was 37 people using
: purposive sampling and the theoretical saturation principle. In data analysis, the
: themes were classified into five main categories: "social, economic dimensions,
¢ functions of urban spaces, urban elements, and representation,” and seventeen
i subcategories were extracted from the main themes. The results indicate that
: architecture and urban spaces, as fundamental elements, play a significant role
¢ inthe formation and strengthening of the cultural identity of societies. Therefore,
¢ the importance of paying attention to cultural dimensions in the design of urban
: spaces is emphasized. Urban and cultural spaces in Sanandaj have social and
: cultural importance that play a key role in sustainable urban development.
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(Field of study: Sanandaj city)

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

In recent years, due to the increasing population
and the expanding dimensions of urbanization,
people seek areas with unique identities for comfort
and interaction with others. Urban spaces, as one of
the most important public domains in cities, play a
significant role in the life of any city, reflecting the
history, culture, and civic life of that community.
Therefore, individuals enhance their social
interactions through participation and presence in
public spaces. Sanandaj, due to its geographical
location and urban development during the Safavid
and Qajar periods, possesses valuable traditional
urban fabric. Additionally, due to the persistence of
internal turmoil, foreign invasions, and cultural
shocks, identity symbols have been embedded in the
city and passed down through generations. Thus,
analyzing the urban elements of Sanandaj can be
examined from social, cultural, resources, and
infrastructure perspectives, leading to an exploration
of the rich cultural framework and identity of the
local people and their historical and mental world.
Considering the historical, cultural, and natural
strengths of Sanandaj, along with positive social,
economic, and cultural impacts, will ultimately lead
to the creation of cultural and social identities.

2- Methods

This research, based on its core questions and
objectives, is qualitative in nature and in-depth in
approach. The grounded theory method has been
utilized for data analysis among existing qualitative
research methods. To gather the necessary
information for the study, documented sources and
local investigations were employed. Local
investigations included frequent visits, field
observations, discussions with relevant staff and
experts, travelers, tourists, and locals, as well as an
examination of existing and historical elements of
urban spaces in Sanandaj from tourism and cultural
perspectives. The current research is applied in
content, qualitative in nature, cognitive and
exploratory in purpose, cross-sectional in time, and
analytical in evaluation method. Data collection
methods include fieldwork, document analysis, and
library research. During the selective coding phase,
concepts and categories were placed together,
considering the conceptual flow, research goals, and
the trajectory established after data collection and
open and axial coding, leading to the extraction of
the core category. This three-step coding process
requires careful attention, as it involves categorizing
and assigning major concepts to each category,
identifying conditions, interactions, and
consequences related to the categories, which
clarifies the research sequence to reach the core
category. The core category is extracted, and
ultimately a contextual model is presented that

addresses the research questions and fulfills the
research objectives.

3- Findings

In this research, our aim is to identify the
components discussed in anthropology, such as the
functions of cultural spaces, cultural interaction, the
recreation of local identities, awareness of local
customs and ceremonies, cultural ecology, symbols
and signs, and urban elements from their
perspective. In this context, the theories of
anthropologists regarding these components, such as
those of Clifford Geertz and Stuart, have been
considered in analyzing and interpreting the data.
The goal was not only to test theories but also to
employ grounded theory, which involves
constructing theory from data and identifying
characteristics, dimensions, concepts, categories,
core categories, conditions, interactions, and
consequences that are part of the principles of
grounded theory, in order to develop and extract a
theory related to the research. Based on the
objectives and research questions, the semantic
reconstruction of urban spaces has taken place in the
cultural, economic, social-political domains, and
urban elements throughout history. Furthermore, the
way people in the studied territory understand,
interpret, and interact with urban elements in
representing local identity has been examined from
an anthropological perspective. Using the grounded
theory method and considering the conceptual
framework employed, in order to guide the overall
research process, create theoretical sensitivity, and
formulate some general questions for entering the
research field, the physical cultural spaces, social
interaction, and participation of individuals in
activities are manifested through a set of signs and
symbols in the public sphere, which includes
historical-ancient structures; contemporary cultural
artifacts related to the culture of the city; and
natural-recreational landscapes, based on the
potentials of that space.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

The results indicate that the perception and
experience of urban spaces in Sanandaj are
significantly  influenced by design, cultural
diversity, natural elements, and social interactions.
These factors lead to a richer experience for
residents and tourists, fostering a sense of belonging
and identity. Additionally, educating and raising
awareness among the people about urban spaces in
Sanandaj contributes to improving the quality of
life, enhancing the sense of belonging, and
promoting social participation, ultimately leading to
the creation of a cohesive and resilient community.
The development of a culture of using public spaces
regarding cleanliness, respect for others, and
optimal use of available facilities, as well as the
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effective interaction with others and local
institutions, is essential. The results show that the
urban and cultural spaces of this city, as valuable
cultural and historical resources, not only play a
significant role in attracting tourists and
strengthening the local economy but also contribute
to improving the quality of life for citizens and
sustainable urban development by enhancing
cultural identity and social interactions. These
spaces can help strengthen the sense of belonging
and local identity in the community and ensure
cultural and social sustainability in the city through
the preservation and promotion of cultural heritage.
Findings from numerous observations and
interviews indicate that the issue of urban tourism
and cultural spaces within the research scope is
currently on the path to achieving sustainable urban
development, and the sense of belonging and local
identity is influenced by these conditions. Moreover,
the results of various observations and interviews
show that urban elements such as statues, symbols,
and cultural signs can act as representatives of

Therefore, considering the dissatisfaction expressed
by locals and travelers regarding the performance of
relevant authorities, it is emphasized that attention
to cultural dimensions in urban planning is crucial
for improving the design of urban spaces and
preserving and strengthening cultural identity.
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