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: Abstract
: Fighting scenes are important for Iranian miniature that have often manifested
¢ in illustrated Shahnameh. One of turbulent fighting scenes, is a page of
: Tahmasebi Shahname with Abdolaziz painting under the topic “The Armies of
: Iran and Turan collide in Hamavan Mountain” from Safavid era. ~ Since all
: Shahnameh ancient events are affected by confrontation of truthfulness and
¢ untruth, researcher is trying to debate and analyze the said miniature about good
: and evil forces through iconography. The main question is what is the story in
: this picture and how good and evil forces are read and received meaning beyond
: main roles of this miniature by iconography method. The method of this research
¢ is analytic descriptive with iconography approach and the resources are from
: library. From this research and based on literary and visual evidence such results
: are obtained: the poems of the context of this miniature are related to the Iranians
] ¢ and Turanians battle in mountain range of kaserood and before Hamavan battle.
Keywords: Good and evil , ¢ Also based on litrary evidence, the narration of this picture shows a battle that
Turanian, Hamavan, Iconography : happened before Hamavan battle. Also, the main roles used in this picture
: represents the concepts of confrontation of good and evil. Tthese concepts are
¢ presented through symbolic main roles like Iranian red and green flags, Heidary
¢ hats of Safavid soldiers. Actually, these soldiers are connected with Iranian
¢ ancient warriors for defending land of Iran against demonic forces.
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Iconographic study of good and evil in the picture entitled “The Armies of Iran and
Turan collide in Hamavan mountain” from Tahmasbi Shahnameh

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Safavid dynesty has provided suitable
situation for growth and prosperity of culture and art
of Iran by establishing powerful and stable
government. Through this way Iranian painting has
found new opportunity for its™ survival with the
support of rulers of the time and a load of previous
achievements in Tabriz Royal painting room. It is
abvious, in this Royal workshop, sophisticated
version has been created, but maybe the best of all is
Ferdowsi Shahnameh that has made for Tahmasebi
Shah. (Hosseini rad, 1390: 25). Faith in truthfuiness
and fighting with untruth that have been throughout
Shahnameh events is a category which is in overall
concepts of Good and Evil undoubtedly it has
affected illustration of Shahnameh especially
Tahmasebi Shahname (930- 946) a lot. This Poem
Work, with significant pictures that has often
showed different fighting, scenes, has favorable
messages with Shahnameh Ferdowsi stories.
Therefore, to achieve comprehensive and logical
analytical decision in investigating appearances of
good and Evil in Tahmasebi Shahnameh painting,
first of all it's essential the importance of these
forces in ancient Iran and Islamic Iran era become
clear.

Researcher has selected an image in the process of
investigating concepts of good and evil from
different works of this epopee the title is “battle of
Iranians and Turanians to Hamavan mountain” to
recognize and analyze representation of good and
evil concepts through icons. The reasons for this
choice, painting turbulent war scene, body to body
warrior's fights, raid of soldiers that attacked each
other by spear, sword and archery, raised up flags in
nature field and long mountain range and the most
important variety and number of the soldiers, horses,
the appearance of elephants that undoubtedly, all
this carries a significant message of terrible battle.
Specially the variety of main roles gives opportunity
for researcher to study more. Also, contemplation in
details of this painting reminds conscious
intelligence of painter that has insisted on the
accurate presentation of Shahnameh events with the
help of main roles. Since all ancient events of
Shahnameh is affected by confrontation of Ahuras’s
good forces and demonic evil forces and artistic
ancestors under the influence of cultural religious
and social situation of that time has followed
specified and organized patterns and approaches in

expressing visual targets and goals.it is worthy their
works be investigated carefully and scientifically so
that the pictures can be read. Therefore, the
researcher has chosen iconography for researching
as a branch of history of art study. because now days,
iconography took over this scientific duty so that
referring to writing and narrations displayed
subjects in artistic works can be recognized and
analyzed. This way, the researcher attempts to solve
the truths that are beyond the picture and can be read
and received meaning. In this article, the main
question is asked that what is the narration of the
said picture and how good and evil forces are read
and received meaning beyond main roles of this
miniature by iconography method.

2- Methods

The method of study is analytical- descriptive that is
conducted through iconography. In this research,
cultural- political situation of Safavid era, good and
evil concepts of ancient and Islamic era of Iran,
Turanian real identity and the main conflict of them
with Iranians are included. Then to recognize the
picture of article, while describing the battle of
Hamavan, the said picture is reviewed in two steps:
1. pre iconography: basic image recognition and
description, 2. Iconographic analysis: image
analyzing, for receiving meaning beyond the picture
by decphring the visual elements and analytic
investigation. In the end, it shoud be mentioned that
the collection of information and the resources are
library research.

3- Findings

The results of research show the poems of the
context of this miniature is related to the Iranians
and Toranians battle in mountain range of kaserood
and before Hamavanbattle.literary and historic
evidence confirms that attention to religion and
nationalism in artistic works of this era especially
miniature of Iran have affected a lot. This effect is
viewed as replication of mythical and ancient stories
of Iran with Safavidwars.Iran army as good forces
against Turan army as bad forces has been
symbolized with the help of main roles.Proof of this
is the existence of symbolic main roles like green
and red flags, red wearing Ghezelbash, Heidary hat
of Iranian warriors, battle of Iranians to protect land
of Iran that presents samples of good thoughts
against demonic forces and enemy.The important
point is that the painter of this work has used the
role of descriptive elements carefully in symbol
level for transferring the meanings of Shahnameh
narrations.Also this illustrated Shahnameh is a rich
treasure at the highest level of past achievments.

Bagheri, A., Abdi, N., Tahoori, N., Mortazavi, S. (2025). Iconographic study of good and evil in the picture
entitled “The Armies of Iran and Turan collide in Hamavan mountain” from Tahmasbi Shahnameh. Sociology of
Culture and Art, 7 (2), 14-31.



Iconographic study of good and evil in the picture entitled “The Armies of Iran and
Turan collide in Hamavan mountain” from Tahmasbi Shahnameh

4- Discussion & Conclusion

Safavid dynasty has provided suitable situation for
growth and prosperity of culture and art of Iran by
establishing powerful and stable government.
Through this way Iranian painting has found new
oppertunity for it’s survival with the support of
governors of the time and a mass of previous
achievments Tabriz royal painting house. In this
royal workshop, exclusive version has been created,
but maybe the best of all is Tahmasebi Shahnameh
that has made for Tahmasb Shah and maybe it is the
best version of that time. Faith in truthfulness and
fighting with untruth that have been throughout
Shahnameh events is a category which is in general
concepts of good and evil and undoubtedly it has
affected illustration of Shahnameh especially
Tahmasebi Shahnameh (1523-1539) a lot. This
illustrated manuscript with significant pictures of
different fighting scenes has favorable messages
with Shahnameh Ferdowsi stories. Therefore, to
achieve comprehensive and logical analythical
decision in investigating appearences of good and
evil in Tahmasbi Shahnameh painting, first of all it
is essential the importance of these forces becomes
clear in ancient Iran and Islamic Iran era. Because
these forces were Iranian fundamental beliefs in

ancient Iran that in Islamic era it has lost its function
and little by little it entered the literature of Iran with
transformation. So, it is nessesery to the influence
these concepts in Tahmasbi Shahnameh that reflects
ancient Shahnameh events is recognized so that
investigation in this category becomes a meaningful
effect. Visual evidence shows the idea of good and
evil in the form of hard battles has not been ignored
from conscious and skilled painters of Tahmasbi
Shahnameh. So, the said version is full of battle
scences between good and evil in the form of
mythical good and demonic characters that has
illustrated ancient events with symbol and code
carefully.
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