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: Abstract
Received: March 8, 2024 : Sadeqi Beg Kitabdar, a prominent Safavid artist and head librarian under Shah
Accepted: October 11, 2024 : Abbas I, is renowned for his contributions to poetry and literature. His works
Available online: September 23, : gtang out from those of his contemporaries, indicating a unique character and
2025 : approach that diverged from the norms of his time. Criticisms directed at him
¢ during his lifetime now serve as examples of profound self-awareness within a
¢ humanistic framework. This research aims to analyze the impact of Sadegi's self-
: awareness on the development of Persian painting. The study focuses on
: Sadegi's self-awareness and its role in shaping his artistic actions. Key inquiries
¢ include the disparity between external perceptions of Sadeqi's personality and
: his self-portrayal in his works. Employing qualitative strategies such as
: comparative analysis and case studies, the research seeks to address these
: questions. Results suggest that differences between Sadegi's viewpoints and
: external perceptions stem from a clash of cultural paradigms—a theistic
: worldview prevalent in his era versus Sadeqi's humanistic perspective. Sadeqi
K ds: Self- : expressed his self-awareness through various means, including self-praise,
eyworas. EII-AWAreness, : 4 qmiration for his art, and the production of Tazkira books and Qanun Al-Suvar.
Pers'a.“ pa'”“'?gv Safavid painting, : In summary, Sadegi Beg Kitabdar's self-awareness transcends his time,
Sadeqi Beq Kitabdar. ¢ providing insights into the confluence of culture, art, and individual identity
¢ during the Safavid period. Through his distinct approach and self-expression,
: Sadeqi contributed significantly to the artistic landscape of his era and beyond.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

The exploration of self-awareness and the
development of individuality within Iranian art
history have historically received little attention due
to the traditional framework of Iranian thought and
social relations. However, a reevaluation of
historical evidence suggests that during the Safavid
period, significant political, social, and cultural
shifts catalyzed the emergence of a rudimentary
form of self-awareness, particularly within the
artistic sphere. Safavid rulers strategically promoted
Iranian Islam to consolidate power and distinguish
themselves from previous rulers, while interactions
with the West also contributed to shaping Iranian
self-perception. This research aims to analyze the
influence of artists' self-awareness on the trajectory
of Iranian painting, with a specific focus on Sadeqi
Beg Kitabdar, a notable Safavid artist. Despite the
relatively comprehensive documentation of Sadeqi's
life, his contributions have been overshadowed by
other prominent figures. However, his distinct
temperament and artistic achievements warrant
closer examination. By investigating the
discrepancy between external perceptions of
Sadeqi's personality and his self-representation in
his works, this study seeks to illuminate the nuances
of artistic self-awareness during this transformative
period in Iranian history.

2- Methods

This research employs a descriptive-analytical
approach within an interpretative paradigm.
Qualitative strategies including comparative and
historiographical analysis, as well as case study
methods, are utilized to achieve the research
objectives and address the primary research
question. Verbal information necessary for the study
is gathered through the examination of manuscripts
and firsthand historical texts. The data collection
process primarily relies on library documentation
and observation methods. The study focuses on
analyzing Sadeqi Beg's verbal works to identify
instances of self-awareness and correlates them with
indications of self-awareness evident in attributed
drawings and paintings. By juxtaposing these
findings with narratives from contemporary writers,
the research aims to provide a comprehensive
understanding  of  Sadeqi's  self-perception,
delineating his role within the artistic landscape of
the Safavid era and contributing to the broader

discourse on the evolution of Iranian artists' self-
awareness.

3- Findings

Sadeqi Beg's self-awareness permeates his verbal
works, showcasing his multifaceted talents and
opinions. Majam al-Khuwas exemplifies his self-
awareness, evident in his  critiques  of
contemporaries like Mir Sanae and Mozafar Ali.
Despite his sharp criticism, Sadeqi's introspection is
palpable in his writings, indicating a nuanced
understanding of his own abilities. His reluctance to
praise painters in Majmael Al-Khus suggests a
deliberate distancing from his peers, perhaps driven
by his high standards or individualistic tendencies.
Notably, Sadeqgi's treatise "Qanun al-Suvar”
underscores his self-perceived authority in defining
painting principles, emphasizing meaning over
form. His self-identification as "Muzaffar" in this
treatise further reflects his aspirations for
recognition. Moreover, Sadegi's autobiographical
work  "Kolliat" underscores his perceived
importance, devoting space to detailing his life and
achievements. Contemporaneous narratives further
illuminate Sadeqi's self-awareness. While lauded for
his artistic prowess, he is also critiqued for his
perceived arrogance and rebellious nature. Mirza
Taher Nasrabadi's account of Sadeqi's interaction
with Mullah Ghorouri showcases his recognition of
artistic value and market dynamics. Despite his
artistic acclaim, he faces criticism for his perceived
self-centeredness, exemplified by Valeh Esfahani's
depiction of Sadeqi's unfulfilled aspirations due to
his perceived arrogance. These findings collectively
reveal Sadegi's complex persona and his
multifaceted approach to art and self-expression.
While celebrated for his artistic contributions,
Sadeqi's self-awareness often manifests as a double-
edged sword, earning him both admiration and
criticism from contemporaries. Nonetheless, his
legacy endures as a testament to his unwavering
commitment to artistic integrity and self-expression
in Safavid-era Iran.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

The study delves into Sadeqi Beg Musvir's self-
awareness and its impact on the evolution of Iranian
painting during the late Safavid period. Through an
analysis of Sadeqi's actions and the perceptions of
his contemporaries, it becomes evident that his self-
awareness differed from societal norms of the time,
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often construed as impetuousness or pride
However, this perception stems from a cultural
paradigm shaped by religious ideals rather than
Sadeqi's intrinsic character. Sadeqi's mastery in both
painting and writing highlights his multifaceted
talents. His artistic journey began in the court, where
he excelled as a book illustrator, producing intricate
illustrations  steeped in traditional narratives.
However, with Tahmasab's reforms, artists were
expelled from the court, leading to a shift towards
market-driven art. This transition marked the
emergence of modern Iranian  painting,
characterized by single-page images devoid of
narrative complexities. Sadeqi's treatise on painting
played a pivotal role in shaping this transformation.
Emphasizing the importance of meaning alongside
form, Sadeqi advocated for a closer alignment with
nature in painting—a departure from the traditional
emphasis on literary motifs. His insights paved the
way for a new aesthetic sensibility, blending realism
with imaginative expression. In this context,
Sadeqi's self-awareness acted as a catalyst for
artistic innovation. His insistence on the significance
of meaning in painting challenged prevailing norms,
contributing to the evolution of modern Iranian art.
While his contemporaries may have viewed his
behavior as rebellious, it stemmed from a profound

understanding of artistic principles and a desire to
push boundaries. In conclusion, Sadeqi Beg
Musvir's  self-awareness transcended societal
constraints, propelling him to the forefront of artistic
innovation. His contributions to the redefinition of
Iranian painting underscore the transformative
power of individual vision in shaping cultural
paradigms. As modern Iranian painting continues to
evolve, Sadeqi's legacy endures as a testament to the
enduring influence of self-awareness in artistic
expression.
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i cogito, ergo sum: je pense, donc je suis.
i Shelley Duval
i Robert Wicklund
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