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: Abstract
: Travelogues are important texts that function as late ancient tablets and at the
: same time as a discourse praxis of writers in different professions. Postcolonial
: reading is based on the fact that it is necessary to move away from the
: descriptive reading of these texts. Because these texts, at the structural and
. individual level, have taken their existence from the social reality of the time of
¢ their creation, and as a result, they are contaminated with the discourse aspects
: of their era. The article has analyzed two travelogues of Henry Rawlinson
: (Travelogue of Tabriz and Travelogue of Passing from Zahab to Khuzestan) with
¢ the help of a constlation of theoretical concepts and methodological categories,
¢ in the framework of post-colonial theories. The research field of the article is
: Kurdistan and it's mthod is a Composition of text analysis and discourse
: analysis. Based on this analysis, Rawlinson forms a discourse system that its
: central signifier is the western world. the other world is the East, where the many
Keywords: aspects of its gocial life have mostly appeared iq the_ form o_f_inanimafce Objects.
Kurdistan i<urdology orientalism. In general, this Other has a subordinate and primitive p05|t|qn and is far fr_or_n
; 90 ' ¢ the complex so-called modern world. In these two texts, what is called the crisis
postcolonial reading, travelogue : of representation has shown itself in the form of "negativity, exoticism,
¢ naturalism, and moral Supriority".

Received: July 7, 2024
Accepted: April 13, 2025
Available Online: September 23,
2025

| Karimi, J. (2024). On the rout of the mountains: post-colonial reading of Henry Rawlinson's travelogues in
| Kurdistan). Sociology of Culture and Art, 7 (3), 1-13.

Corresponding author: Jalil Karimi

Address: Razi University, Kermanshah
Email: j.karimi@razi.ac.ir



On the rout of the mountains:
post-colonial reading of Henry Rawlinson's travelogues in Kurdistan

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Historically, travelogue-writing has a history of two
thousand years. Today, when we look at these texts,
we see more or less clear discourse and historical
axes. These multiple features are scattered at
different levels, i.e. in the text, the world of the text,
narratives, contents and discourse strategies and
implications. This is where Counter-readings, like
post-colonial reading, also appear. The traces of
Kurdish studies can be found in all these historical
periods, from ancient to modern, but there are few
post-colonial analyzes about these Kurdish studies.
In this article, while presenting a general picture of
the travelogues of the 18th and 19th centuries, in the
geography of Kurdistan in all its regions, it is
specifically focused on the two travelogues of Henry
Rawlinson. The aim is to present a critical and
analytical reading of the discourse to which these
two texts belong. In this analysis, we have not
addressed the content of the travelogues, although it
is clear that these texts provide special information
about the studied territory in terms of history,
geography, etc. The driving force of this article is a
critical logic that attempts to uncover and expose
practices or strategies of power and domination at
different times and in different genres of documents.
Revealing these strategies is both a mission for
"human sciences" and it is hoped that it will be a
gateway to a more just world, at least in the world of
writing.

2-Methods

Post-colonial studies use the same methods and
techniques of "text, content, narrative and discourse
analysis"; Although the categories of analysis are
different depending on the fields of study. The
current analysis, in general, tends from text analysis
to discourse analysis, and due to the intertwining of
discourse theory and method, it relies on some
theoretical concepts and methodological categories,
the most important of which are: exoticization
aestheticizing, denying, Eroticizing, mythologizing,
exoticism, negative representation,
desynchronization, naturalization, essentialism,
narratology (angle of view, focus of view, narrator,
time and place, distance between subject and text,
role of characters, volume of each topic). These
methodological categories help to examine the
elements of the text in a methodical way and to
highlight their relationship with macro-discursive
frameworks and historical realities. Like any other

qualitative research, here, in addition to theoretical
models, details and documentary evidence taken
from the text are the guarantors of the validity of the
findings; And the reader or critic will find out how
much these findings can be trusted by examining the
whole text and possibly comparing it with the
original texts. Therefore, no element has been
imposed by the researcher on the text, all
conclusions have been reached based on
methodological details and the existence of
applicable elements or propositions in the text.

3-Findings

The article has analyzed two travelogues of Henry
Rawlinson (Travelogue of Tabriz and Travelogue of
Passing from Zahab to Khuzestan) with the help of
a constlation of theoretical concepts and
methodological categories, in the framework of
post-colonial theories. The research field of the
article is Kurdistan and it's mthod is a Composition
of text analysis and discourse analysis. Based on this
analysis, Rawlinson forms a discourse system that
its central signifier is the western world. the other
world is the East, where the many aspects of its
social life have mostly appeared in the form of
inanimate Objects. In general, this Other has a
subordinate and primitive position and is far from
the complex so-called modern world. In these two
texts, what is called the crisis of representation has
shown itself in the form of "negativity, exoticism,
naturalism, and moral Supriority".

4- Discussion & Conclusion

Travelogues are important texts and are like ancient
inscriptions. Therefore, in the last half-century, an
important part of post-colonial analyzes with
different approaches and goals have focused on
travelogues, because they believed that these
seemingly neutral, scientific and realistic texts
contain signs of untold social, cultural, and moral
relations. Relations that have provided both the
discourse of creating the texts themselves and the
real background and infrastructure of people's
actions in the past and today. In these two examined
texts, two worlds are narrated that have very
different positions; According to this distinction,
when the author visits the eastern lands, he lives in
a time and place belonging to the past, but his mental
world (Europe) is a world belonging to the present
or the future. The main world (the West), although
it is rarely mentioned, is always the criterion for
evaluating what is right and wrong. In other words,
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we are facing two worlds. One is the East, which is
present but is not described and represented, and one
is the West, which is absent, but has a constant
presence. Beyond this, there really is no "Other" in
Rawlinson's travelogue. Often, the "Other" is absent.
The "self" that Rawlinson belongs to only allows the
presence of the other in a negative way.

Finally, it can be said that the present article is
a narrative of past and present subalterns. This
narrative may have been silent for decades or even
centuries, but it has existed. One of the important
questions in post-colonial reading, is the category of
resistance against the colonial discourse and its
authors, which refers to the propositions related to
the narrative and specific voice of the subalterns. In
the two analyzed texts, there is no clear and
straightforward image or statement of the subalterns’
narrative, as if there is no possibility of resistance.
But it can be said that those places in the texts where
the author feels insecure are the moments when the
gaze of the "Other" has returned to him. It doesn't
matter if this gaze returned to him was represented
as a bandit, a violent stare with a sense of revenge or
resentment, a rejection of the narrator according to
his taste, or any other negative form. The main point
is that most travel writers have introduced and
interpreted these moments as signs of being away
from the civility of the society under investigation.

but on the other side, and in another interpretation,
these rejections and anxiety created for them, prove
and imply a special Other. The Eastern Other
(Kurdish, Turkish, Persian or Arab) who does not
want his entire existence to be captured by the
possessive gaze of a Western writer or tourist. It is
in these moments that the rays of resistance are
formed. In the same way, writings such as the
present article or so-called "minority knowledges",
on the textual and discursive level, are signs of an
attempt to become a subject.
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