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Available online: September 23, : esthetic problem. Nowadays, a very large part of artistic activity is followed on
2025 : social media. Among the prominent features of these activities, with the

: centrality of "diversity", is the entertainment of young people. Among them,
: celebrities and micro-influencers play a prominent role. Many young people
. refer to them as a reference group and try to emulate them. This modeling of
: young people pursues the basic goal of learning their success methods and
: implementing them in their lives. For this reason, 20 young people from Astana
: (18-19 years old) were selected purposefully using theoretical sampling, and
¢ in-depth interviews were conducted with them. Using the grounded theory
: method with a systematic approach, the collected data were analyzed in an
: open, central, and selective coding manner. The findings of the study were
: extracted in the form of main categories, including the fields of artistic interest,
: multilateral limitations, avatars, problematic tracking, celebrity-oriented
¢ longings, acceptance of emotional pressures, and so on. The core category of

Keywords: Avatar, artistic : this research was chosen under the title of avatar: surreal regrets. On the same
pursuit, hyperreality, success, © basis, the paradigm model and research theory are presented. The results of the
youth © research showed that due to the structural limitations and the desire for success,

¢ surreal regrets are formed in young people, and success is a permanent mirage

: for them.
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1. Introduction

The issue of fame and fandom of famous figures has led
to prominent culture during recent decades. Following and
supporting prominent figures in both the real and virtual
worlds has involved millions of users. In other words, we
currently live in a culture of fame. Such culture is
pervasive and ubiquitous and has become a large part of
people’s daily lives. In other words, this culture has
dominated people’s lives and changed their lives and
times. In general, fame has a historical background and is
rare like power. In other words, it can be classified
according to its historical roots; Traditional reputation is
the first type of reputation that was exclusive to court
dependents. This type of fame originates from a person’s
birth in a royal or special family. Another type of fame is
attributed and crystallized from the ratio that society gives
to an individual. The third type is fame that is obtained
through one’s efforts and is acquired fame. Currently, we
can mention a new type of fame in today’s world, which
is based on celebrity culture, which originates from the
emergence of technology and medialization of society.
With the arrival of various virtual networks, significant
changes have occurred quickly in traditional reference
groups. Many traditional reference institutions saw their
power and effectiveness under threat. Their powerful
competitors led to the emergence and formation of new
reference groups. Nowadays, a very large part of artistic
activity is followed on social media. Among the
prominent features of these activities, with the centrality
of "diversity", is the entertainment of young people.
Among them, celebrities and micro-influencers play a
prominent role. Many young people refer to them as a
reference group and try to emulate them. This modeling of
young people pursues the basic goal of learning their
success methods and implementing them in their lives.

2. Method

This research is based on qualitative methodology
and a grounded theory approach (systematic
method). Coding was performed using open, axial,
and selective coding methods. The data was
collected from newly arrived young people aged 18
to 19, students of Yazd University, and the
interviews were collected in different places,
including green spaces, university campus, student
dormitories, and the like, and the variation of time
for the interviews was between 30 min to 1 h and 45
min. The number of participants was 20, of which
10 were boys, 9 were girls, and 1 was transgender.
The necessary criteria to achieve the validity and
reliability of the research were also obtained.

3. Results

The findings of the study were extracted in the form
of main categories including fields of artistic
interest, field of artistic skills, family support and
hindrance, lack of artistic taste, multifaceted
limitations, avatars, problematic following,

celebrity-oriented regrets, acceptance of emotional
pressures, family taste incompatibility, and
compromise adaptation. The core category of this
research was chosen under the title of avatar: surreal
regrets. On the same basis, a paradigm model was
presented in the form of causal conditions,
background conditions, intervening conditions,
phenomena, strategies, and consequences. Finally,
the experimental theory of the research is presented.
The results of the research showed that due to
structural limitations and the desire for success,
surreal regrets are formed in young people, and
success is a permanent mirage for them.

4. Conclusion

The first reality that puts young people under
hegemonic domination is the structural subjugation
that limits their actions and makes them exclusive to
specific activities. They are expected to act only in
limited and predetermined activities and avoid
creative actions. These structural subjugations are
not only related to the public official space but also
flow in all areas of life, and their world life is
generally monitored by all existing institutions.
Limitation in real spaces draws them to social media
and increases their media consumption in
comparison. In this space, they regularly compare
themselves with other young people from Western
countries because they are in a global area without
restrictions and the amount of data received is very
high. Comparisons that always suggest the easiest
methods. The easiest ways to do anything are
usually suggested by experts in the field of fame and
the media (celebrity). such an atmosphere leads to a
wide following among the revolutionary and
idealistic young generation. Stalking occurs in all
social fields and sometimes takes critical forms.
Such an atmosphere in developed countries does not
cause many problems. Social platforms and
economic infrastructures allow young people to take
risky actions, and trial and error is not a big deal for
them. However, in developing countries like Iran,
the problematic of tracking has wide consequences.
Because young people have little time to take risks
in their social and economic lives. Such a situation
puts them in constant and humiliating comparisons
with their peers and forces them to balance their
lives. A scale that is mostly regretful and contains a
range of real and surreal regrets.
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