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2026 : acceptance of developments in other disciplines such as linguistic theory, critical

. literature, philosophy, and psychoanalysis led to the expansion of critical tools

: adapted from those disciplines to be used in architecture. Among these elements

: are paratexts. A paratext serves as an entryway to the text. The French critic and

: semiotician Gérard Genette introduced the concept of paratextuality as one of

: the five categories of transtextuality within the structuralist framework. This

. article seeks to descriptively and analytically address the question: Are paratexts

¢ present in architectural works as well, and if so, what are the key paratexts in the

: architecture of the Blue Mosque of Tabriz? The information gathering is

: documentary in nature, and this study aims to open new avenues for analysis by

: outlining the theoretical underpinnings of paratextuality from Genette's

¢ viewpoint. The findings suggest that artistic texts, akin to literary texts, are

Keywords: Intertextuality, : enveloped by paratexts that play a pivotal role in the comprehension of the text.

: The building's title and the entrance portal, as external paratexts, along with

¢ inscriptions the most significant internal paratexts are instrumental in imparting

i meaning. Paratexts are integral to the main text, and their examination is

¢ inextricable from the main text's corpus. The paratexts identified at the time of

: the building's construction are manifestations of extratextual factors, such as the

¢ cultural and political milieu of society. Moreover, an examination of the

. elements identified as paratexts in architecture reveals that, in Islamic

: architecture, paratexts serve to precisely delineate the Blue Mosque of Tabriz,

: fostering a harmonious interplay between paratext and text. Paratexts

* comprising the building's title, entrance portal, and inscriptions transcend a mere

supplementary role; they not only embellish the structure but also convey

messages that align with the building's purpose and narrative. It can thus be
asserted that paratexts, devoid of text, are bereft of an independent identity.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Tabriz's Kaboud Mosque is one of the historical
monuments of Iran belonging to the reign of Abul
Mozafarjahanshah from the Turkoman dynasty of
Qaragoyunluh. According to the inscription on the
front of the building, this building was completed in
the year 870 AH under the efforts and supervision of
Khatoon (Jahanshah's wife). Considering the new
wave of criticism, and the importance of discourses
and non-textual elements and the emergence of new
approaches and methods in text reading, it seems
that the study of artistic masterpieces relying on new
approaches and theories can also be effective in text
reading. The findings of the research show that in an
artistic text, the interpretation of meaning takes
place through connected or separated elements. In
this way, factors outside the text and inside the text
as paratexts clarify the correct reading,
understanding the text and understanding why
certain elements are used in the text. In fact,
paratexts are secondary texts whose task is to help
the correct reading of the text.

2- Methods

The method adopted at the level of data collection
is the method of historical reference and based on
the field investigations of the work itself. Analyzing
the data with a look at the thoughts of Gérard Genet,
one of the prominent researchers in the field of
literature and criticism in the second half of the 20th
century, regarding transtextuality. According to
Genet, the text is always accompanied by
components that cover the text, help to understand it
better, and fill the border between the outside world
and the inside of the text. Works of art, like literary
texts, are connected with other texts as a dynamic
text, and sometimes it is necessary to refer to another
text in order to read one text. Therefore, in this
research, an attempt has been made to provide a new
possibility for the analysis of these works by
describing the  theoretical background of
paratextuality from Gerard Genet's point of view,
and presenting a sample of applied and visual arts.

3- Findings

Regarding the external paratexts, the use of Quranic
verses in the shape of the building has the role of
consecration and introduction of the building as an
Islamic architecture, in fact, the presence of Quranic
inscriptions on the head in mosques creates the
presence of the heart and prepares the believer to
enter the main courtyard of the mosque and its exit
have a special role. A door is a passage to enter from

one world to another. Just as a believer, in order to
enter the prayer, necessarily prepares its
preparations, which include purified clothes and
body, ablution, and standing in the proper direction
(gibla); Entering God's house also has requirements,
including the presence of the heart and mental and
heart preparation. One of the most important
interpretations of the multiplicity of the use of
surahs that begin with broken letters is the
connection of the founders of this mosque with the
Harufiyah sect, which became popular in the
Timurid era as a Sufi-Shia movement. The
importance of using cut letters confirms and
emphasizes the connection of the founders of the
work with the alphabet sect. From this point of view,
paying attention to the inscription removes the veil
of hidden secrets, through which it is possible to
completely reject the absurd assumptions such as the
rejection of the mosque by the Shiites.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

According to the conducted research, paratexts are
not only the gateway to the text, they are also
effective factors in the correct reading of the text and
sometimes attract the audience. In examining the
relationships of a text and the networks from which
the text receives its meaning, paratexts are elements
that guide the readers. With a text-centered
approach, Gérard Genet has discussed the
importance of reading and understanding the text
through paratexts and always emphasizes that the
importance of paratexts is due to the existence of the
text. He does not give an independent identity to the
paratext and recognizes their existence only when
there is a text. Paratexts have the task of helping to
convey the meaning of the text to the audience. From
this point of view, it can be claimed that the role of
inscriptions in works of Islamic art, and for example
in architecture, which is the subject of this research,
can act as a paratext and convey important
information about the original text to the audience.
to give in fact, the audience of these inscriptions
should always keep in mind that this inscription was
written on an architectural work in a specific
location and time (not, for example, on a clay vessel)
and the meaning it intends to convey. Undoubtedly,
it is related to the location, type of work and social
history of the work (text). From this point of view,
in the architecture of Piramtan Blue Mosque, the
curtain is removed from the color characteristic of
the tiles, and the inscriptions installed in the main
entrance and the outer space play the role of
introduction and threshold to the main text, the inner
inscriptions, the secrets of beliefs and the founders
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