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: Abstract
: With the increasing dominance of media and virtual spaces and unprecedented
¢ migration to larger cities, the new generation in Balochistan has been exposed to
: diverse patterns of lifestyle, cultural consumption, and new channels of
: identification, and has found a cultural gap from the older generation. Examples
: of this intergenerational cultural gap can be clearly seen in the fading of
: adherence to old customs, tribal solidarity, and local traditions. The specific
: conditions of Balochistan, including historical underdevelopment, social
: marginalization, and structural discrimination, have also exacerbated and
¢ deepened the grounds for this gap. The present study seeks to address the issue
¢ of what are the main underlying foundations of this intergenerational cultural gap
: in Balochistan, using an analytical-descriptive method and documentary and
: field data, and how this phenomenon can be managed in order to reduce the harm
¢ and suffering it causes in the daily lives of both generations. The results of the
¢ analysis show that the generation gap among the Baloch people is the product of
: the confrontation of two different historical-social experiences of two
: generations, one of which relies on tradition and survival in conditions of
: deprivation and marginalization, and the other that is linked to education, media,
¢ and the transnational world. Therefore, creating spaces for dialogue and
¢ intergenerational interaction in which different narratives of life and identity are
: represented can be a useful solution. At the institutional and structural level,
: policies that, for example, formal and informal education, transmit the Baloch
: cultural and linguistic heritage and at the same time provide new opportunities
: for social and economic participation of the younger generation can also help
: solve the problem. Civic and cultural institutions can also act as mediators and
: design joint projects between generations (for example, in the field of art, local
" music, or social activities). Thus, the generation gap is seen not as a crisis, but as
an opportunity to rethink Baloch identity and redefine the relationship between
tradition and modernity, which both reduces suffering and harm and
provides a basis for empowering the community against future

challenges.
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A reflection on the contexts and solutions of the intergenerational cultural gap among the
people of Balochistan

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

The word ‘culture’ involves a relatively vast
number of definitions which cannot be accumulated
in one short definition. Abulghasemi (1385: 22-23)
states culture shortly as: culture is the spiritual
values an ideology that people regard toward nature,
human and society. Being unaware and careless to
the special cultural factors of any society may cause
harms for the individual and his society, and finally
human society. An example of such harms due to the
unfamiliarity with Balochistan cultural variation and
plurality is ‘cultural gap among generations. It
seems that this bothering originates from an anxiety
that they consider culture a static phenomenon. But
we know culture has a dynamic identity in many
aspects and it is relatively under the influence of the
passage of time and social changes. Azarang (1401:
172) believes that under the influence of Modernism
and Globalization culture has changed in such an
intermingled skein that the opening of its knots is not
easily possible. It is necessary to mention a
phenomenon known as ‘cultural transmission’ for
the elimination of this problem. Based on this
phenomenon, the material and spiritual heritages
must be transferred equally. The evidences indicate
that this did not happen equally in Balochistan
between the past and present generations and more
attention has been paid to material heritage.

2- Methods

Firstly, materials are gathered from my personal
observations in the society in different events,
mostly in the central area of Iranian Balochistan in
Iranshahr and Bampoor districts. Then in an
analytical-descriptive method with qualitative
results the important factors in originating this
cultural gap and finally the modus operandi for
renovating it are proposed.

3- Results
The results of cultural gap among the generations in
Balochistan are as follow:

Lack of assisting each other in the frame of
cultural norms like cooperation, solidarity, giving
refuge, co-working;

Shortage of emotional attention toward relatives,
patients, neighbors, travelers, ...;

Lacking accurate knowledge about their own
mother tongue;

Lacking knowledge about their own ethnic
history and matters like ethnicity and genealogy;

Forgetting ethnic plays and practices and
inclining toward non-ethnic plays and practices;

Lacking the values of their own native food and
clothing;

Lack of using native names of their own
ancestors and their native heroes in the
nomenclature of their children;

Lack of attending to the native poetry and
literature, myths and stories, folklore, music, poems
and songs.

The mentioned constituents indicate to some
extents the gap among the present generations and
the past, but drawing an explicit distinctive line is
not possible among these generations based on such
constituents. Anyhow, the following modus
operandi are proposed for renovating this gap:

Enculturing and updating the culture based on
the temporal, local and humanistic behaviors
considerations of the society;

Educating the cultural values to the families,
social and educational institutes;

Eliminating the parallel cultural institutions and
replacing them with only one responsible and
effective institution;

Enculturing the practical samples of cultural
heritage in the cases like children nomenclature,
reciting poems in mother tongue, using native food
and, clothing;

Being serious in the case of cultural transmission
through the institutions like schools and universities
and the means like formal and social media;

Providing road maps with cultural programming
based on the theories of specialist who have cultural
knowledge.

4- Conclusion

The cultural gap among generations in Balochistan
does not lead it toward a culture like Arabic, Indian
or African, but toward the global culture. Really
most of the other cultures are passing the same
course. So, under the influence of globalization and
some other factors like weakness in education,
nonexistence of written documents, degrading the
protectors of culture and art, one can realize that the
cultural gap among generations is something
inflictive. Under the influence of this phenomenon,
neither a complete cultural convergence nor a
complete cultural divergence has happened, but
what has happened is a blended one.
The easiest way for renovating this gap is that
everybody must act as an influential activist. In this
process, Balochistan cultural values must be
evaluated and updated scientifically. Where
recreation is needed, it has to be recreated. And
where no need for recreation, cultural values must
be reinforced. If nothing is done for the renovation
of this gap, we must be waiting for cultural
transformation and rupture.
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