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: Abstract

¢ Addressing the issue of typography and its application in the daily lives of

¢ Iranians, especially in the field of clothing and fabric decoration, is important

: due to the importance of fashion in the contemporary era and its cultural effects

: through this. The aim of the research is to explain the decorative developments

: of calligraphy in fabrics from the early centuries of Islam and to examine its

: impact on contemporary clothing calligraphy, and an attempt is made to answer

: the question of what developments calligraphy had on textiles from the early

: Islamic centuries until the Safavid period, what purposes it pursued, and what

: types of lines and categories it has. The aim of the present research is to examine

: the developments of calligraphy as an applied art in textiles from the early

: Islamic period in Iran and its identity role in the contemporary era. In this

: research, an attempt is made to emphasize the use and relationship of calligraphy

¢ with other arts, its structure, and aesthetic dimensions. This research is

¢ descriptive-analytical in nature and was conducted using a documentary method.

. . : The statistical population is 9 samples of textiles from the early centuries of

Keyyvords. Conjcempory.clothmg, : Islam that used calligraphy in their decoration. The target population is 9

Calligraphy mofufs, Textiles of : examples of contemporary clothing in which calligraphy is the only decorative

the ee_lrly centuries of Iran, : element. These examples were purposefully selected from well-known brands

Identity, Typography. ¢ such as Nimani, Tandorost, and Chakameh. The findings show that calligraphy
: isacommon cultural language in Iran that has always maintained its essence and
: originality throughout history. Despite all the developments of Persian
: calligraphy on textiles from Kufic to Nastaliq in the contemporary era,
: decorative calligraphy on contemporary clothing affects the audience based on
: its identity history. The sensuality and rich history of the use of calligraphy in
: textiles pave the way for its use in the contemporary era.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Clothing has always been significant for its
symbolic display, from early humans using color to
contemporary fashion expressing status and wealth.
The Islamic period saw changes in clothing due to
ideological shifts and social relations, with Islamic
line patterns used for decoration. This trend, seen in
other arts, continues today with Nastalig, Naskh, and
Kufic calligraphy used in clothing. This research
examines the evolution of calligraphy in Islamic Iran
and its influence on contemporary clothing, focusing
on its appearance on textiles from the early Islamic
to Safavid periods. With typography now crucial in
fashion, the study seeks to understand the identity
meaning of printed lines in contemporary clothing
aesthetics. This understanding can guide future
fashion productions and help preserve Iranian
culture and identity, which faces threats in the
contemporary era. The research question is the
extent of the influence of early Islamic textile line
decorations on contemporary clothing and its
potential to maintain its visual beauty and national
art status among today’s youth.

2- Methods

The research is descriptive-analytical in nature.
The method and tools for data collection are library
studies, electronic resources. The statistical
population of the study includes 9 samples of
available fabrics from the early Islamic centuries,
which have been decorated using calligraphy. The
target population is from the 90s solar decade in Iran
and among the three well-known Iranian brands;
Nimaani, Chakameh, and Tanedorost have been
selected. Therefore, the selection of samples is
purposeful. Among the three mentioned brands, 9
cases were selected for the final study and answer to

the main research question and were analyzed.

3- Findings

The research analysis reveals that throughout
history, the Kufic script was predominantly used for
fabric decoration, despite the evolution of different
calligraphies. This was observed in the majority of
the 9 historical samples studied, with only two
exceptions that did not incorporate Kufic script or
any of its types in their decoration. However, among
the samples studied, only one sample contained the
Nastaliq script. The fabrics studied were
predominantly used for religious purposes, with the
exception of Samani and Ilkhanid samples, which
were intended to convey political messages or good
omens. This highlights the importance of the
calligraphy as a decorative factor that emerged with
the advent of Islam, due to its religious
characteristics. Therefore, the predominant use of
this type of decoration for concepts related to Islam
and religion seems normal. In most cases, a frame

has been considered for the calligraphy. Except for
the Safavid curtain sample, in other cases, the
calligraphy has been woven on the fabric. Overall, it
can be admitted that the readability of the line in the
samples has been of high importance and for this
reason, the main form of writing has not changed
and efforts have been made to maintain its clarity.
Therefore, readability can be prioritized over
decoration in the samples. In the contemporary
samples studied from the brands Nimaani,
Tanedorost, and Chakameh, many commonalities
can be seen. Including that in most cases, Nastaliq
script has been used. Only in one case from the
Chakameh brand, we see the use of Naskh script. In
almost all cases, except for two cases from the
Tanedorost brand, no frame has been considered for
the written calligraphy. But the choice of calligraphy
print location and the curvature of the words
considered for it in most cases is in proportion to the
body form in the intended area. All samples, unlike
historical samples, have not been implemented on
clothes through weaving, but through printing. In
most cases, no decorative element other than the
calligraphy is seen. The content of most cases is
poetry or poetic phrases. Perhaps the desire for
decoration and not readability in the design of these
written lines is the reason for the greater inclination
towards poetry. Because the designer had the
beauty, rhythm, and rhythmic design in mind and
therefore no specific message or concept is
conveyed to the viewer.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

The research highlights the relationship between
calligraphy, mysticism, and literature, enabling its
use in various Islamic arts. This art has evolved over
centuries. The results suggest that typography in
clothing design can create an indigenous and
authentic combination. Another achievement is its
introduction to global markets and resistance to
foreign elements. Given the characteristics of
Persian script, it provides the artist with the
opportunity to create diverse combinations
considering body proportions. With the advent of
the digital age, in the field of clothing decorations,
numerous developments have occurred. Thus,
despite all the developments in Persian script, it can
be admitted that decorative calligraphies in
contemporary Iranian clothing are mostly based on
the historical identity of the script during the Islamic
period and can influence their Iranian audience.
Although the emergence of letter-centric approaches
in contemporary world art cannot be considered
ineffective in this regard, the emotional mix of
Persian calligraphy and its rich history of use
throughout history are the main foundations of the
culture of decorating clothing with Persian script in
the contemporary era. The study of statistical
community results in this research shows in the
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