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: Abstract

i Abbas Kiarostami, the author-filmmaker, has deeply addressed the concepts of
: communication and language in his works. The efforts of his subjects to establish
: communication and mutual understanding are a prominent feature of his films,
¢ and his emphasis on images rather than words is remarkable. Walter Benjamin’s
: theory of language, which considers language to be pure and immediate in
: facilitating communication and considers the role of images and pictures in
: communication to be sometimes more important than words, can be an effective
: tool for reflecting on Kiarostami’s cinema. This research seeks to answer the
i question of whether there is a relationship between Benjamin’s views and
i Kiarostami’s cinema on language? The aim of this study is to pay attention to
: the similarities in language between Benjamin’s views and Kiarostami’s films
: and to find traces of them in his cinematic perspective. The research method in
: this study is hermeneutic-interpretive reflection. The results of the research
: indicate that Benjaminian concepts on language are represented in Kiarostami’s
i cinematic works. Kiarostami often emphasizes the importance of the non-verbal
: aspects of language by using little dialogue and meaningful silences throughout
¢ his films; one notable example is Shirin, which is entirely image-based and has
i no words. This and other cases clearly align with Benjamin's theory of language.
i Ultimately, however, examining these similarities does not confirm Kiarostami's
: definitive modeling of Benjamin, and their existence could be a coincidence.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Walter Benjamin considered himself first and
foremost a "philosopher of language,” and his
primary concern in his early works was language.
Critics believe that the true significance of
Benjamin's philosophy of language is not only as
great as his other works, but his language theory is
the foundation of his whole philosophy. Benjamin's
language theory had a theological root. He believed
that God created man from the earth. He did not
create man from the word and did not give him a
name. He did not want to subject man to language.
Language, which originates from God, first existed
in nature and not in man. God wanted man to name
things. The basis of Benjamin's investigation into
language was knowledge and cognition, and
ultimately, he considered language and the work of
art as a means of revealing the truth. On the other
hand, Benjamin always emphasized the significance
of art, and among all arts, film and photography
were his favorites. Therefore, this study investigates
the connection between general language and the
language of art on the one hand, and its association
with Kiarostami's cinema on the other hand, through
a comparative approach. Our objective is to
investigate and analyze Kiarostami's movies in
accordance with Benjamin's language theory in
order to identify the common points between them

2- Methods

This study was conducted using library and
documentary sources through descriptive-analytical
method, during which the researcher conducted a
comparative study and analysis of the common
points regarding language between Walter
Benjamin's language theory and Kiarostami's
movies. The body of article is divided into two parts.
In the first part, the objective is to outline the general
notion of Walter Benjamin's language theory. In the
second part, we deal with Kiarostami's viewpoint
considering language by investigating his movies.
The research process included perusing Benjamin's
existing literature in the field of language,
meanwhile investigating Kiarostami's opinions on
language through his interviews and movies. First
the opinions of Benjamin and Kiarostami about
language were separately described, and then they
were analyzed to point out the aligned issues in their
thoughts. This has been done through the review of
literature, interviews, reviews, and especially the
filmmaker's movies. All the Kiarostami's movies
were seen and the data analysis in Kiarostami's
section was generalized to his entire cinema. By
extracting the notions from resources, finally a
general structure was obtained by adaptation of
Kiarostami's thought on Walter Benjamin's
fundamental idea about language.

3- Findings

The body of article is divided into two parts. In the
first part, the objective is to outline the general
notion of language from Benjamin's viewpoint.
Benjamin's language theory has theological origin.
Besides, for Benjamin, language is not a tool, it is a
medium, and mental contents are not manifested
through the language, but within the language.
Benjamin even develops his philosophy on the axis
of language theory. For Benjamin, truth is
fundamentally linguistic. Throughout Benjamin’s
philosophy, language and history are two
fundamental and intertwined themes. In Benjamin's
thought, we are faced with three aspects of language:
1. Divine language, which is the creative word of
God, in which being and language are the same; 2.
The language of Adam before the Fall, which is the
language of naming and according to Benjamin at
this level of language, divine knowledge of things is
given to Adam through their naming; 3. Natural
languages after the fall of Adam, which are the result
of language diversity. For Benjamin, the translation
of natural languages into one another is done
through the pure language, which is the language
before the Fall. All languages are expressions of a
single essence. Expression is only fully intelligible
as a language when it is a complete essence, and that
is not complete in the earthly form of language. All
historical languages imply the pure language. Pure
language is what each language intends to say. But
on the other hand, the pure language itself does not
imply anything; it does not say anything, and any
meaning and intention ends there. Therefore, all
languages intend to say a word that does not imply
anything. Among the arts, Benjamin was interested
in cinema and his favorite filmmaker was Eisenstein
because he sought to make film as a language and to
give a different combination of audio and visual
elements. In the second part, we deal with
Kiarostami to review his movies and analyze his
approach to language concept. Kiarostami has
explicitly declared his aversion to language and
emphasizes non-verbal language. Kiarostami's
statement about the superiority of image over words
indicates that he probably believes that words are
not capable of conveying everything that needs to be
conveyed in language, but rather that they have a
purely communicative nature; moreover, image and
non-verbal language have a more expressive nature
than words and are therefore more appropriate in
linguistic use. This issue is fundamentally related to
Benjamin's language theory, and it seems as if
Kiarostami, like Benjamin, is searching for that
missing piece of meaning that the words of earthly
speech lack: the inexpressible aspect, or the word
without expression. The desire for non-verbal
language has been seen in Kiarostami's movies from
the beginning and can be traced in three ways: First,
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silent movies that are essentially non-verbal, such as
Bread and Alley and The Solution. Second, his
sudden escape into non-verbal language in the
middle of dialogue-based scenes, such as the
numerous distancing effect in the Close-up. In the
third aspect of non-verbal language of Kiarostami's
works, not only does the film lack dialogue, but he
also removes the actor and tries to convey meaning
by simply showing the image of nature and natural
elements, as we see in Five. This is where we see the
primacy of image over words, which is the desire of
Benjamin to visualize the language.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

Simply put, this study explores the traces of
Walter Benjamin's mindset about language theory in
Abbas Kiarostami's thought and the reflection of the
main elements of Benjamin's theory can be seen in
Kiarostami's film making. In Benjamin's view,
various languages are copied and inauthentic
versions of the unique authentic language, and are in
fact just some part of that pure language. The
intention of each language is to translate the
authentic language, meaning that each of them
carries a part of it. Therefore, complete transmission
of meaning does not exist in any language, and
sometimes non-verbal or visual communication is
even more successful than verbal communication.
On the other hand, Kiarostami believes that words
are not capable of conveying everything that needs
to be conveyed in language, but rather are merely a
means of communication; and images and non-
verbal language have a more expressive nature than
words and are therefore more appropriate in
linguistic use. This is a claim that is fundamentally
in line with Benjamin's language theory. It seems
that Kiarostami, like Benjamin, is searching for that
missing piece of meaning that the words of human
language lack, as he even tried to visualize language.
The result of this research indicates that there are
commonalities between Benjamin's and

Kiarostami's views on language, which are found in
Kiarostami's cinema. Kiarostami often emphasizes
the importance of the non-verbal aspects of language
by using little dialogue and meaningful silences,
which is in line with Benjamin's theory of language.
The traces of Benjamin's thought in Kiarostami's
works are undeniable, but this does not mean that
Kiarostami has merely taken Benjamin as a model
in his filmmaking and has tried to represent his
thought exactly. In other words, the representation
of the concepts of Walter Benjamin's language
theory does not confirm Kiarostami's definitive
conformity with Benjamin's language notion, and
the existence of these similarities can be incidental.
Therefore, more extensive researches are needed to
conclusively prove this conformity. In the author's
opinion, there is no complete and definitive analysis
of the aforementioned works on this subject, so
whatever was mentioned was just one type of
perspective and analysis that leads to its own
specific results. Certainly, other analyses will have
different results.
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