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: Abstract

i The purpose of this article is to reflect on the nature and components of the folk
: culture of Golestan province through a semiotic analysis of the geometric
: designs found on the tombstones of the region. Tombstones are a manifestation
¢ of the mythical beliefs, indigenous traditions, and historical customs of a region
: that find objective expression in the text of the folk culture of the people. These
i designs, as creations of the creative minds of the sculptors, reflect the cultural
: identity of the people and contain and carry established cultural and historical
: meanings and implications. The present study attempts to find a way to
i qualitatively recognize the myths, religious beliefs, cultural stereotypes, and
: common customs of the people of the Golestan region through a semiotic
: analysis of these designs. The results indicate that there is a deep connection
: between the geometric designs of the tombstones of the region and the historical
: culture and customs of the people. Beliefs, customs, and culture of the
: community are among the factors that have caused these tombstones and their
i designs to emerge and persist to this day.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

The purpose of this article is to reflect on the nature
and components of the folk culture of Golestan
province through a semiotic analysis of the
geometric designs found on the tombstones of the
region. Tombstones are a manifestation of the
mythical beliefs, indigenous traditions, and
historical customs of a region that find objective
expression in the text of the folk culture of the
people. These designs, as creations of the creative
minds of the sculptors, reflect the cultural identity of
the people and contain and carry established cultural
and historical meanings and implications. The burial
of the dead and the structural remains related to it
have been one of the most important cultural, social
and religious features of any society throughout
various periods, because the manner of burial and its
physical structure can reveal traces of the culture
and mythical and religious beliefs of that society.
Among these, tombstones with various types of
humans, animal, plant, calligraphy and inscriptions
play the most important role. The stones placed on
graves by the past, apart from their use as
tombstones that keep the memory of the deceased
alive in tangible ways, are a telling history of the
culture and traditions of ancient people. The
carvings on these tombstones speak of the rich
culture of different periods in the history of Iran. It
should be noted that many of the symbolic patterns
on this group of volumetric works, by their very
nature, have undergone a historical process and
continued their life with influence in other periods,
and in that way have entered the Islamic era. In
general, it can be said that a tombstone is an artifact
that is created in the struggle between several
components of individual identity, social relations,
mythical mind, conceptual system, ethnicity, and
religion. In other words, when an individual's life
ends, the essence of his existence is determined by
the monument placed on his grave.

2- Methods
The present study attempts to find a way to

qualitatively recognize the myths, religious beliefs,
cultural stereotypes, and common customs of the
people of the Golestan region through a semiotic
analysis of these designs. The cemetery studies were
conducted using a field method that included visits
and documentation of cemeteries and tombstones in
Golestan Province. The sociological impact of

popular culture on the geometric designs of
tombstones in Golestan Province was also
described, classified, designed, documented, and
analyzed. The data collection tool was through
library study and field observation, which used
written sources, observation, and photography.
Then, based on the data collection, an attempt was
made to analyze the geometric designs and their
relationship with the culture of the community and
indigenous beliefs of the people of the province. The
current research field is the historical cemeteries of
this province, including the mountainous region
cemeteries, which include 10 cemeteries, the foothill
region, which includes 24 cemeteries, the plain
region, which includes 20 cemeteries, and the inner-
city cemeteries, which include 12 cemeteries.
Therefore, a large part of the data collection was
done in the form of documentation and field
activities. The results of the present study were
obtained through qualitative analysis. The statistical
population and tombstone sampling were non-
random and purposeful based on the frequency,
form, diversity, and geometric patterns.

3- Findings

The results indicate that there is a deep connection
between the geometric designs of the tombstones of
the region and the historical culture and customs of
the people. Beliefs, customs, and culture of the
community are among the factors that have caused
these tombstones and their designs to emerge and
persist to this day. By examining the tombstone
designs in the Golestan province, one can see
geometric designs of circles, triangles, curved or
wavy lines, rhombuses, vertical and horizontal lines,
altar designs, and ram heads, which are beautifully
carved on the tombstones. Considering the
province's climate, nature has provided artists with a
vast source of inspiration for the visualization and
formation of tombstone designs, which shows the
influence of nature on them, which in many cultures
and beliefs are symbols of life and the manifestation
of life. By carefully examining these designs, one
can come to believe that most of the indigenous
artists of the community, in addition to being
inspired by the natural phenomena of the
surrounding climate and paying attention to the
beauty and decorative aspects, have expressed their
beliefs, ideas, and thoughts in them, and in
representing their mental thoughts, they have
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manifested them in an abstract and symbolic form
and with a conceptual and symbolic language in
their works.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

Historical and sociological research and study of
tombstones in the Golestan province region suggests
that the folk and indigenous culture and beliefs of
the people of this province are reflected in the
designs and motifs formed in the carvings. Designs
and motifs are closely related to the life of the
sculptor, they symbolize their thoughts and feelings,
culture and beliefs in these motifs and display their
beliefs and ideas on the tombstones; customs and
traditions that have been left behind by the past and
have made these tombstones with these motifs last
until today. Folk culture, beliefs and beliefs reflect
the ideals and beliefs of our ancestors, which is why
they are a precious heritage. In addition, based on
the research findings, it can be acknowledged that
the sociological effects of popular culture on
geometric tombstone designs in Golestan Province,
as an artistic and cultural element, receive a great
influence from sociology and popular culture. These
designs not only represent the tastes and desires of
the people of that era and Golestan Province, but
also are artistic masterpieces that reflect the beliefs,
practices, and traditions of that society.
Furthermore, the influence of sociology and popular
culture on geometric tombstone designs can be seen
in the selection of patterns, shapes, and symbols
used. These designs are usually in harmony with the
religious, cultural, and social influences of Golestan
Province and represent their values and beliefs.
Based on the field data, it can be concluded that
geometric designs on tombstones can be interpreted
as religious, cultural, and social symbols that
provide us with information about the beliefs,
values, and cultural history of the society in
question. These symbols and motifs help us to

penetrate the depth of the culture and life of the
people in this province. Also, we cannot ignore the
geographical and cultural influences of the society
on the geometric designs of the tombstones. In the
context and natural environment of Golestan
Province, the place of tomb construction reflects
multiple meanings. Some geometric motifs on the
tombstones also indicate the social and economic
status of the tomb-making family (Savoydes, 2023).
These motifs are interpreted as a sign of the wealth
or power of the family and reflect the social and
economic influences of the society in their works of
art. In addition, the effects of technology and crafts
on the geometric designs of the tombstones can be
seen in the level of technical and artistic ability of
the tomb-makers of that province. These motifs
appear as an indicator of the technology and crafts
of that time and their effects can be seen in the works
of art. Golestan Province, with its ancient history in
the field of carving art and creating beautiful
tombstones, has a special cultural identity that
deserves more attention and research so that it is not
forgotten over time and social and cultural changes,
and this valuable culture and art is preserved and
revived.
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