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: Abstract

¢ In the paratextual relations of a brand, logos are considered important and
¢ influential graphic paratexts, because they play a distinctive and suggestive role.
: The visual expression of the Iran Air logo, as a visual element that denotes
: specific cultural symbols, has an important place in decoding native elements
¢ with a paratextual function. In this study, in addition to explaining the
i components of reading the Iran Air logo, a practical and applied approach is
: presented for analyzing graphic texts in general and logos in particular. The aim
: of the study is to read the Iran Air logo in order to discover its semantic
: implications, which is possible through the study of its paratextual relations. The
i question is, what components in reading the Iran Air logo have made it a lasting
: paratext for this brand? The data analysis method is qualitative and is based on
: Genette's paratextuality theory. In order to read the body of studies, this article
: proposes a four-stage process, which, after explaining each stage, is
¢ implemented in the case of the Iran Air logo. The results indicate that the visual
: components, mental permanence, coordination of the paratext with the text,
: cultural identity, stylization, color harmony, visual balance, distinction,
: expressiveness, clarity, and dynamism have improved the visual quality of this
¢ logo, and the use of the lion symbol, as one of the greatest symbols of power and
i authority of ancient Iran, in the design of the Iran Air logo has resulted in the
: permanence and richness of the content of this paratext, giving it a lifespan of
¢ more than half a century. This logo has acted very powerfully as a threshold
: paratext and has become a lasting paratext for Iran Air by providing identity and
: representing symbolic elements.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

To enter a text, one crosses its threshold, and these
thresholds are the paratexts of a text. Paratexts are
influential and constructive factors external to the
text that play a fundamental role in directing and
guiding the audience’s understanding of the text.
Therefore, paying attention to and perceiving them
can significantly impact the introduction and
comprehension of the text. A logo is the visual
essence of a brand’s content and is considered its
most important paratext. A logo often lasts as long
as the brand, serving its goals, making it a lasting
paratext. The Iran Air logo, as one of the primary
paratexts of this brand, utilizes Iranian cultural
symbols and mythological connotations to assist the
audience in accurately interpreting the brand. As a
paratext serving the brand for over fifty years, it
functions as a lasting paratext, justifying the need for
this research. The aim of this study is to interpret the
Iran Air logo to uncover its semantic connotations,
which is made possible through the study of its
paratextual relationships. The research question is:
what components have transformed the interpreting
of the Iran Air logo into a lasting paratext for this
brand?

2- Methods

The study uses a descriptive, analytical, and
qualitative methodology with library research. The
Iran Air logo is selected as the sample, analyzed
through Genette’s paratextuality theory in a four-
stage process.

1- Elucidation of the Semantic Connotations of the
Iran Air Logo: This stage focuses on analyzing the
meanings and connotations of the elements in the
study corpus.

2- Examination of the Paratextual Relationships of
the Iran Air Logo: In this phase, Genette’s
paratextual framework is used to analyze the spatial,
temporal, practical, intrinsic, and applied
components of the Iran Air logo.

3- Visual Reading of the Iran Air Logo: A review of
the research background established the framework
for visual analysis and logo interpretation,
identifying the visual components of the Iran Air
logo for qualitative analysis.

4- Analysis of the Geometric Structure of the Iran
Air Logo: In this stage, the Iran Air logo is analyzed
based on technical design principles and geometric
structure.

3- Findings

The Iran Air logo, as a prominent symbol in the
Iranian aviation industry, is a cultural paratext with
deep semiotic meaning tied to Iran's culture, history,

and national identity. The sign system of this logo
features a unique bird that is derived from the
architectural and mythological elements of ancient
Iran, specifically a column capital from Persepolis
known as griffin. In the design, two birds in the
column capital are reduced to one, symbolizing the
airline's uniqueness. Additionally, the element of the
feet has been removed from the pretext of this logo.
Feet are associated with walking on the ground,
contrasting with wings, which are meant for flying
in the sky. This process of eliminating the feet and
adding wings metaphorically signifies a detachment
from the earth and soaring into the sky, aligning with
the functional role of this airline. The pretext bird
lacks wings, which have been added in the logo’s
design. This element, relevant and suitable for the
airline’s function, can also symbolize ascent, flight,
and movement. In terms of color semiotics, the Iran
Air logo was initially derived from an architectural
sign system and was devoid of color. In the final
logo, blue has been added, transforming the
architectural pretext into a visual hypertext. Thus,
the Iran Air logo is a foundational sign that serves
not only as a commercial symbol but also as a
cultural paratext, representing a significant part of
Iran’s visual and historical identity. By linking
Iran’s mythological history to the aviation industry,
it plays an important role in preserving and
strengthening national identity. Furthermore, with
over half a century of presence in the visual
landscape of Iranian society, the Iran Air logo has
become part of the collective memory, functioning
as a lasting paratext in the lives of Iranians.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

This research aimed to uncover the semantic
connotations of the Iran Air logo by exploring the
components of this paratext to transform it into a
lasting paratext for the brand. The use of the Griffin,
as the greatest emblem of power and authority in
ancient Iran, has endowed this logo with a
distinctive identity.With a lifespan of over half a
century, this paratext has become a lasting element
in the audience’s memory,gaining credibility both in
terms of its longevity and its memorability.In
response to the research question,interpreting the
components that have transformed the reading of the
Iran Air logo into a lasting paratext, the findings
indicate that the visual components, mental
durability, coherence of the paratext with the text,
cultural identity, stylization, color harmony, visual
balance, differentiation, expressiveness, clarity, and
dynamism are all significant factors. Adhering to
these visual components in the design enhances the
logo’s role as a lasting paratext surrounding the
main text, significantly contributing to the identity
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of the text itself. In the paratextual interpreting of
Genette’s elements, the most crucial factor in
transforming the Iran Air logo into a lasting paratext
is the incorporation of cultural and mythological
elements. These elements, with their implicit and
semantic connotations,enhance the logo’s distinct
and unique identity as well as its content richness.
By functioning as a threshold and utilizing cultural
elements as place-dependent components, this logo
has become a national paratext.This paratext not
only complements the meaning of the brand but also
aids in materializing the audience’s mental image of
the brand, ensuring its mental
durability.Considering Iran’s rich culture, the
paratextual interpreting and discovery of suitable
mythological elements, along with their
incorporation into logo design as a powerful
paratext, offer valuable strategies for designers of
various brands, especially in the airline industry.
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