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: Abstract

¢ In the contemporary era, the return to visual traditions in the visual arts does not
: mean mere imitation, but rather a kind of creative and critical reinterpretation of
: the past. One of the important areas of this reinterpretation is the field of
i contemporary painting, in which decorative elements in contemporary art have
¢ multi-layered, conceptual, and even critical functions. Majid Mehregan and
: Khadem Ali, contemporary Iranian and Afghan painters, are among the artists
: who have both recreated traditional decorative elements in a different and
: personal way in the form of modern painting. The purpose of this research,
: which was conducted in a descriptive-analytical manner and information was
: collected through library resources and reliable websites, is to conduct a
: comparative analysis of the works of these two painters in order to understand
: the developments in the works of contemporary painting in the field of
: decorative elements, which also identifies and analyzes the reflection of cultural
i and semantic backgrounds in their works. This research seeks to answer the
i question of what similarities and differences exist in the structure and meaning
: of decorative elements in the works of these two artists? And how are cultural
. elements reflected in their works? The results show that while Mehregan
¢ faithfully represents traditions with a tendency towards mystical and miniature
: forms, Khadem Ali, with a conceptual and political perspective, uses decorations
: as amodern expressive tool. Many decorative elements are used in the works of
: both artists in the same and similar way in terms of structure.
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A comparative analysis of decorative elements and the reflection of cultural contexts in
the works of Majid Mehregan and Khadim Ali

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

In the contemporary era, the return to visual
traditions in the visual arts does not mean mere
imitation, but rather a kind of creative and critical
reinterpretation of the past. One of the important
areas of this reinterpretation is the field of
contemporary painting, in which decorative
elements in contemporary art have multi-layered,
conceptual, and even critical functions. Majid
Mehregan and Khadem Ali, contemporary Iranian
and Afghan painters, are among the artists who have
both recreated traditional decorative elements in a
different and personal way in the form of modern
painting. The purpose of this research, which was
conducted in a descriptive-analytical manner and
information was collected through library resources
and reliable websites, is to conduct a comparative
analysis of the works of these two painters in order
to understand the developments in the works of
contemporary painting in the field of decorative
elements, which also identifies and analyzes the
reflection of cultural and semantic backgrounds in
their works. This research seeks to answer the
question of what similarities and differences exist in
the structure and meaning of decorative elements in
the works of these two artists? And how are cultural
elements reflected in their works?

2- Methods

This research was conducted in a descriptive-
analytical manner with a qualitative approach.
Qualitative content analysis here means a systematic
study of images to discover cultural-social concepts
and implications. For the research, four works by
each artist were selected in a purposeful manner.
Information was collected through library resources
and reputable websites. Each image was examined
and interpreted according to the seven decorative
principles of Iranian art, and finally the works
belonging to the two artists were compared with
each other. Given that one of the goals of this
research is to achieve similarities and differences
between the works of the artists, a comparative
approach could be appropriate for this research.

3- Findings

The results show that while Mehregan faithfully
represents traditions with a tendency towards
mystical and miniature forms, Khadem Ali, with a
conceptual and political perspective, uses
decorations as a modern expressive tool. Many
decorative elements are used in the works of both
artists in the same and similar way in terms of
structure. At first glance, both artists work within the
framework of the Iranian painting tradition; but a
closer analysis shows that they have chosen two
different and even contradictory paths from this
tradition. In the works of both, decoration is not only

a means of beautification, but also a powerful
expressive language to represent their specific
worldview. It can also be concluded that the politics
and cultures existing in the lands of each of these
artists have caused differences in the meaning of
their works. The constant wars and the troubled
situation of the land of Afghanistan have certainly
not been without an impact on the type of
representation of elements in the works of Khadem
Ali. Khadem Ali transforms the painting tradition
into a tool for expressing violence, discrimination,
migration, cultural and historical destruction. In his
view, decorative elements act in contrast to the bitter
themes of the work; as if covering a wound with
gold. This contrast leads to a deep metaphorical
expression. For example, in Khadem Ali’s The Birth
of a Demon, he continues to use an element such as
a cloud to show violence, because alongside this
element, he has also used strong colors and images
of demons and spears, etc. Majid Mehregan, on the
other hand, not only recreates the tradition of
painting, but also uses it to enhance Iranian
spirituality, mysticism, harmony, and wisdom. In his
works, decoration and theme are loyal and
complementary to each other. Decoration in
Khadem Ali’s works creates a complex narrative
structure that is often layered, intertwined, and dark.
The use of Islamic motifs, mythical animals, etc. in
violent contexts leads to an emotional and cognitive
conflict. In Mehregan’s works, the decorative
structure is completely at the service of the content.
Everything is in perfect balance and harmony, and
the decorations are smoothly integrated into the
sacred or mythical atmosphere of the work. For
example, in his work titled “Terror,” although the
painting is of an epic battle, Mehregan has softened
the space by using flower, bush, and cloud motifs in
all the empty spaces of the image and filling other
elements, such as clothing, with Khatai and Islamic
motifs. The colors, lines, and shapes in his works are
directed toward peace, transcendence, and insight.
Thus, although both artists move within a common
framework of Iranian pictorial tradition, their
perspective on decorative elements, their function,
and their message are very different.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

It should be acknowledged that both artists have
used most of the seven decorations expressed in
traditional painting, including Islamic motifs and
illumination, flowers and plants, cloud patterns,
geometric motifs, animal motifs, and calligraphy in
their works, and there is a slight difference in the
appearance of these elements. The only element that
is not used in Mehregan's works but is used by
Khadem Ali is calligraphy. The extent to which
these elements are used is also another difference in
the works of these artists. It can be said that elements
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such as clouds, flowers, and plants are more visible

in Mehregan's works than in Khadem Ali's works.
However, other elements are almost equally visible
in the paintings of the artists. In terms of color, it can
also be said that Mehregan often used green, orange,
or blue and gold colors in his works, which are a
kind of representation of light and darkness, passion
and peace. In Islamic mysticism, these colors often
represent divine light, sky, and nature, and express
faith, holiness, and connection with the gods. In
contrast, Khadem Ali used gold, black, and red
colors extensively, which represent violence,
conflict, and protest. As a color, black is both a sign
of the last stage of the journey and path, and in
mythology, in many cases it symbolizes filth and the
forces of evil, demons, demons, and magic, as black
is used to show the filth of mythological creatures.
Red is also used to show will, victory, and... in many
paintings.
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