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: Abstract

: Minority literature—particularly in postcolonial contexts and oppressed
: societies—has often served as one of the most important tools for preserving
: collective memory and reconstructing cultural identity. Within this framework,
: Bakhtiyar Ali’s works stand out as key exemplars: through magical realism,
. multilayered narrative structures, and rich symbolism, they become arenas for
¢ challenging official historical narratives and reconstructing collective memory.
¢ This interdisciplinary study analyzes the foundational role of these works in
: representing and reinforcing cultural identity and resistance, and asks: How can
: Bakhtiyar Ali’s narratives and conceptual strategies elevate marginalized
: identities from the position of victimhood to that of active agency? The
: theoretical framework is grounded in the sociology of literature, postcolonial
: criticism, and theories of memory, and the research relies on a qualitative and
¢ interpretive methodology. Findings reveal that Ali, by drawing on central
: cultural symbols and creating heterotopic spaces, challenges dominant
: narratives and breaks linear conceptions of time, enabling redefinition of identity
: and recovery of silenced voices. Love as a political act, the body as an archive
: of trauma, and music as an anti-colonial discourse emerge as central strategies
¢ of resistance in his works. This research shows that Ali’s novels reflect the
¢ aesthetics of resistance within Kurdish literature, while simultaneously engaging
: in a transnational dialogue with global postcolonial literature, highlighting the
: power of literature to reconstruct imagined worlds as a political act.
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Extended Abstract
1- Introduction

Kurdish literature, deeply rooted in the historical,
cultural, and political experiences of the Kurdish
people, has long served as a repository for collective
memory and a vehicle for cultural resistance. Within
this tradition, Bakhtiyar Ali emerges as a pivotal
figure whose works intertwine magical realism,
multi-layered narratives, and postcolonial critique to
challenge hegemonic historiographies. His three
major novels—The Last Pomegranate of the World
(2002), The City of White Musicians (2006), and
The Sunset of the Butterfly (1998)—not only depict
the suffering, exile, and struggles of the Kurds but
also reimagine identity through symbolic motifs
such as the pomegranate, music, and the butterfly.
These symbolic structures operate as narrative
instruments  for  reconstructing  marginalized
histories and identities in the face of erasure. This
study adopts an interdisciplinary perspective,
integrating collective memory theory, magical
realism, and postcolonial criticism, to investigate
how Ali’s fiction functions as both an aesthetic and
political act. Through textual analysis, it aims to
elucidate the ways in which his narratives resist
dominant discourses, preserve cultural memory, and
contribute to the global canon of resistance
literature. By foregrounding Ali’s narrative
strategies, the research underscores the potential of
literature to reclaim suppressed voices and
reconfigure collective identity in postcolonial
contexts.

2- Methods

This qualitative, interdisciplinary study employs a
combination of qualitative content analysis,
narratology, and postcolonial critique to examine
Ali’s three selected novels. Texts were subjected to
open, axial, and selective coding following Corbin
and Strauss (2014), enabling the extraction of key
thematic and symbolic patterns. The analytical
framework integrates Halbwachs’ (1992) concept of
collective memory, Bhabha’s (1994) notion of the
“third space,” and Bowers’ (2004) theorization of
magical realism as a strategy for reclaiming
suppressed histories. Close readings focused on
narrative  structure, symbolic  motifs, and
representations of cultural resistance. The analysis
was facilitated by MAXQDA software for
organizing codes and themes, while reflective
memos helped minimize researcher bias.
Comparative thematic analysis across the novels
identified convergences and divergences in narrative
strategies and symbolic configurations, thereby
situating the works within both Kurdish literary
tradition and the global postcolonial discourse.
Triangulation between theoretical frameworks,

textual evidence, and secondary literature enhanced
the validity of interpretations.

3- Findings

The analysis reveals that each of Ali’s novels
deploys distinct symbolic and narrative strategies to
represent Kurdish identity and cultural resistance:
The Last Pomegranate of the World employs the
pomegranate as a central metaphor for collective
memory, its fractured surface signifying historical
wounds. Through a non-linear narrative structure
and magical realist elements, the novel constructs
“heterotopic” spaces (Foucault, 1986) where
suppressed  histories  surface, resisting the
homogenizing narratives of dominant powers.

The Sunset of the Butterfly situates the body as an
archive of trauma, juxtaposing the necessity of
remembering with the psychological need for
forgetting. Love is reimagined as an act of political
resistance, while liminal “sunset” spaces function as
sites for potential redemption and identity
reconstruction.

The City of White Musicians transforms music into
a postcolonial counter-discourse, restoring the
voices of the marginalized. The eponymous city
operates as a paradoxical space of both preservation
and erasure, foregrounding the tension between
cultural survival and the risk of identity loss. The
novel also engages with transitional justice,
emphasizing communal agency in redefining
identity beyond state-sanctioned narratives.

Across the trilogy, recurring strategies emerge: the
creation of symbolic spaces that disrupt linear
historiography, the embedding of cultural motifs
within  magical realist frameworks, and the
transformation of marginalized identity from a
position of victimhood to one of active resistance.
By aligning these strategies with global postcolonial
literature, Ali’s works reposition Kurdish narratives
within a transnational literary dialogue on identity,
power, and cultural endurance.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

Ali’s novels exemplify the fusion of aesthetic
innovation and political engagement in Kurdish
literature. Through symbolic motifs such as the
pomegranate, the butterfly’s body, and music, his
works redistribute the “sensible” (Ranciére, 2004),
repositioning peripheral experiences at the center of
cultural discourse. The deployment of heterotopias
offers alternative narrative geographies where
memory is preserved, identities are renegotiated,
and resistance is enacted. This spatial strategy
distinguishes his work from other postcolonial
literatures by grounding resistance in both local
cultural imaginaries and collective political agency.

Sina, Kh. (2025).Reconstructing identity and cultural resistance in Bakhtiyar Ali’s symbolic narratives: from
colonial history to alternative collective memory. Sociology of Culture and Art, 8 (2), 1-30.



Reconstructing identity and cultural resistance in Bakhtiyar Ali’s symbolic narratives: Ffrom colonial history to

alternative collective memory

Furthermore, the ethical dimension of tragedy in his
narratives—rooted in Nietzsche’s concept of tragic
morality—presents suffering not merely as loss but
as a generative force for meaning-making and
cultural continuity. His manipulation of “fluid time”
destabilizes linear historical frameworks, enabling
cyclical reinterpretations of resistance that counter
hegemonic historiography. The centrality of the
body, particularly in The Sunset of the Butterfly,
expands the scope of resistance to include gendered
and embodied dimensions, aligning with broader
feminist and decolonial perspectives in postcolonial
studies.

In situating Ali’s works alongside canonical
postcolonial texts such as Marquez’s One Hundred
Years of Solitude and Salih’s Season of Migration
to the North, the study underscores the transnational
resonance of Kurdish narratives. These novels
demonstrate that local struggles for cultural survival
are inseparable from global conversations on

identity and power. Ultimately, Ali’s fiction
reaffirms literature’s capacity to function
simultaneously as a space for cultural preservation,
political critique, and imaginative world-making,
positioning Kurdish literature as a vital contributor
to the global corpus of resistance writing.
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