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: Abstract

¢ Hollywood cinema, as one of the most influential media globally, plays a
: significant role in reproducing and consolidating dominant discourses. One such
: discourse is Islamophobia, which can be analyzed within the framework of
: Edward Said's Orientalism theory. Said's theory suggests that the West has
¢ historically constructed the East, particularly the Islamic world, as the "Other"
: to assert its cultural and ideological dominance. This study, using Fairclough's
: critical discourse analysis method, examines the representations of
: Islamophobia in several Hollywood films, illustrating how this medium conveys
: a negative image of Muslims through narrative, characterization, symbols, and
¢ signs. The findings indicate that Hollywood cinema, by emphasizing stereotypes
: such as violence, religious extremism, and the association of Islam with
: terrorism, aligns with the reinforcement of Western hegemonic discourses.
: These films often portray Muslims as violent, backward, and a threat to Western
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KeyW_OrdSZ Discourse : values, thus perpetuating negative perceptions. The analysis of selected films
Analysis; Isla_mophobla; : reveals that these representations are designed purposefully, not only at the
Hollywood Cinema; Edward : narrative level but also in the choice of sound, music, and even the timing of
Said; Western Hegemony. © scenes to enhance the negative portrayal. This trend has intensified, especially

¢ after the events of September 11, 2001, and has impacted Western cultural and
: media policies. The present study demonstrates that Hollywood cinema, as a tool
: of soft power, serves to solidify Western hegemony and construct the concept of
: the "Other" in relation to Muslims, shaping public opinion and reinforcing
: societal prejudices against Islam and its followers.
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Critical discourse analysis of Islamophobia in Hollywood cinema based on Edward
Said’s theory

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Hollywood cinema, as one of the most influential
global media, plays a significant role in shaping and
reinforcing dominant discourses. Among these
discourses, Islamophobia has emerged as a
prominent and harmful narrative, especially in the
context of post-9/11 media. Edward Said's theory of
Orientalism provides a critical framework to analyze
the portrayal of Muslims and Islam in Western
media, particularly in Hollywood films. According
to Said, Western depictions of the East are often
constructed in a way that presents the East as the
"Other" — exotic, backward, and threatening. This
research utilizes Fairclough’s Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA) approach to explore how
Hollywood  films  reinforce  Islamophobic
stereotypes. The study examines several Hollywood
films where Muslims are depicted in roles associated
with terrorism, violence, and religious fanaticism. It
highlights how these films use various cinematic
elements—such as narrative structures, character
development, symbols, and visual cues—to shape
negative perceptions of Muslims. The research
indicates that Hollywood, through its portrayal of
Muslims as violent and irrational, contributes to the
reinforcement of Western hegemonic ideologies.
The study aims to shed light on how these portrayals
not only affect public opinion but also influence
cultural and political attitudes toward Islam and
Muslims in Western societies.

2- Methods

This study applies Fairclough’s three-dimensional
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) model to
examine  Islamophobic  representations  in
Hollywood cinema. The methodology is qualitative,
with purposive sampling from a selection of
Hollywood films where Muslim characters play
significant roles. These films were chosen based on
their portrayal of Muslims and Islam, which aligns
with the research’s focus on how these media
representations reinforce stereotypes. The CDA
method is applied at three levels: description,
interpretation, and explanation. In the description
phase, the study identifies key discursive features,
such as the language used to describe Muslim
characters and the narrative structures that portray
them as threats to the West. In the interpretation
phase, the analysis looks at the underlying social,
political, and cultural ideologies that influence these
representations. Finally, in the explanation phase,
the study explores how these discourses contribute
to broader societal attitudes toward Islam and
Muslims. Additionally, qualitative content analysis
is used to examine the symbolic use of music, sound,
and visual imagery in reinforcing Islamophobic
themes.

3- Findings

The findings reveal that Hollywood films
frequently utilize Islamophobic discourses to
construct Muslims as the “Other,” often portraying
them as violent, irrational, and inherently dangerous.
Common stereotypes include the depiction of
Muslims as terrorists, extremists, and zealots, which
perpetuates the association of Islam with terrorism
and violence. The research identifies recurring
themes in the narrative structures of these films,
such as the portrayal of Muslim characters as
antagonists or villains, while Western characters are
depicted as heroic figures striving to protect
civilization. This binary opposition between the
West and the East is a key feature of the Orientalist
discourse, where the East is portrayed as chaotic and
barbaric, in contrast to the West’s rational and
progressive identity. Furthermore, the study
highlights how the use of sound, music, and even the
pacing of scenes in these films serves to intensify the
negative portrayal of Muslims. For instance, music
cues that accompany scenes featuring Muslim
characters often have ominous or threatening
undertones, reinforcing the sense of danger. The
study also examines how Hollywood films,
particularly after the September 11 attacks, have
increasingly focused on themes of terrorism and the
“war on terror,” further embedding Islamophobic
narratives within mainstream Western culture. This
trend not only influences public perceptions but also
shapes policies and political discourse in the West,
where the portrayal of Muslims as a threat
legitimizes discriminatory policies and practices.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

The findings of this study underscore the role of
Hollywood in  perpetuating  Islamophobic
ideologies, particularly through its use of Orientalist
discourse. Edward Said’s concept of Orientalism
provides a critical lens to understand how the West
has historically constructed the East as an exotic,
backward, and threatening "Other." Hollywood
cinema, as a dominant cultural force, plays a crucial
role in reinforcing this dichotomy by continuously
portraying Muslims as a threat to Western values.
The study demonstrates how these negative
portrayals are not only confined to the narrative but
are also embedded in the cinematic techniques
employed in these films. The research highlights the
power of media in shaping public opinion and
political attitudes, particularly in the context of the
post-9/11 era, when Islamophobia has become more
prevalent. The portrayal of Muslims as violent,
societies, often leading to discrimination,
marginalization, and exclusion. The study concludes
that Hollywood, as a tool of soft power, plays a
pivotal role in maintaining Western hegemony by

Salahshoor, A (2026). Critical discourse analysis of Islamophobia in Hollywood cinema based on Edward Said's
theory. Sociology of Culture and Art, 8(2), 1- 15.



Critical discourse analysis of Islamophobia in Hollywood cinema based on Edward
Said’s theory

constructing Muslims as the "Other" and reinforcing
the binary opposition between the West and the East.
The research calls for a more critical engagement
with media representations and urges filmmakers to
challenge harmful stereotypes by providing more
nuanced and diverse portrayals of Muslims in film.
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