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: Abstract

: Proverbs, as part of the oral tradition of popular culture and deposits of culture,
¢ indicate many social realities, including women, which are represented. The
: current research seeks to achieve the intellectual structure and ideology
: governing these proverbs through the method of deconstruction. Out of about
¢ 50,000 proverbs in Dehkhoda’s book of proverbs and sayings, about 100
¢ proverbs are selected as the statistical population of this research, of which 20
: proverbs are dedicated to women and are the examples of the research. The
: analysis of deconstruction is done with David Boge’s eight-step method, which
¢ includes: searching for dual confrontations, reinterpreting hierarchies, protesting
¢ voices, the other side of the narrative, negating plot, finding exceptions, reading
: between the lines, and re-arranging. The findings of the research show that in all
: the proverbs, the dual confrontation of woman/man is a constant and central
: opposition and in all of them, men are superior and women are inferior. The
¢ absent voice of the text is the voice of women and the dominant plot is tragedy.
¢ The other side of the narrative is the existence of violating traces of the dominant
¢ narrative within the text, giving the subordinate women the possibility of silent
¢ resistance against the governing rule of patriarchy. As a result, the re-narration
¢ of the dominant patriarchal narrative through overturning the double hierarchy
¢ ruling the text causes a change in the plot to comedy so that women find a
: different position in the re-narration.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

The position of women in society is often introduced
through the image that culture, religion, daily
activities and society's beliefs present of her. These
thoughts and opinions are manifested in different
forms and one of these manifestations is oral
literature as a part of popular culture. Iran is one of
the countries that has a rich and extensive oral
literature. Proverbs is one of the types of oral
literature and by definition, a legacy of customs,
beliefs and practices of each generation that are
passed on to the next generations. How to represent
a woman's identity is important because it is this
historical image that forms the basic and basic part
of the identity, the temperament of the person.
Presenting a positive or negative image affects the
way a person views himself, society and the world.
And our identity shapes our behavior towards
others. Women's identity and their perspective are
effective in the future of society because women, as
one of the main agents of society, have an impact on
individual and collective identity.

2- Methods

The analysis method of the current research is
deconstruction, and its theoretical basis is Jacques
Derrida's theory of language. There are five basic
assumptions that Derrida's deconstruction relies on:
1. the expansion of the structuralist idea of the
author's death, which shows that believing in the
existence of any single and unified subjectivity is a
metaphysical myth; 2. questioning the assumption of
meaning in the text; 3. questioning the assumption
of a coherent and unified nature for the text; 4.
questioning the fact that it is possible to have a
comprehensive understanding of the text, which in
fact means complete knowledge and therefore, a
metaphysical assumption; 5. The possibility of
infinite readings of the text. From Derrida's point of
view, deconstruction is not really a method in the
literal sense of the word, but rather a type of analysis
- not a logical one - that removes meaning from the
text in order to reveal the inner possibilities of the
text. Some Derridians, such as David Boge, have
gone beyond this limit and tried to systematize
deconstruction and use it as a strategy for narrative
criticism. Hence, deconstruction, in Boge's work,
becomes a kind of postmodern critical analysis
method that can be used to show which ideology,
worldview, and domination relations lie behind the
text and it consists of eight stages: searching for dual
confrontations, reinterpreting hierarchies, protesting
voices, the other side of the narrative, negating plot,
finding exceptions, reading between the lines, and
re-arranging.

3- Findings

Among the hundred proverbs randomly selected
from Dehkhoda's book of proverbs and decrees,
twenty proverbs were dedicated to women. From the
deconstruction of the twenty proverbs related to
women, many dualities emerged, which is a sign of
the dominant dualistic thinking. The dominant and
central duality in this is man and woman, which
according to Derrida, that in all dichotomies, one
side is dominant and the other is subordinate. The
narrators of all parables have been men, and women
have always had a marginal role. Men speak on
behalf of the entire society. Where men have been
the object and subject of proverbs, they have been
seen in a high masculine position, and where they
have been condemned, feminine inferiority has been
attributed to them. Thus, the institutionalized
hierarchy of superior male/inferior female is clearly
obvious here. There is another case in
deconstruction of proverbs. The narrator of the
proverb is both a narrator and not. He always
narrates the proverb to someone else and does not
address himself. Therefore, another dichotomy can
be observed in proverbs: self/other duality.
Attributes like emotional beings, weak, prone to
crying, immature, unable to manage affairs,
deserving of silence and blame, possessing frivolous
behavior, lacking wisdom and knowledge,
remaining hidden, being of low value, being an
otherness, drowning in ignorance, deficient in
reason and religion, manipulated by men, being a
disaster, obedience, namelessness and so on are
attributed by men to each woman and through all
these cases, the type of representation of women in
proverbs is determined as a mirror of social
relations. In this way, women's identity is doubted
and women's place in society and society's view of
women are reflected in these proverbs.

4- Discussion & Conclusion:

The purpose of showing the ideological structure
governing the text is to destabilize the centralism in
the text and reveal its internal possibilities to deal
with the apparent certainty and coherence of the text.
Although the resulting dualities indicate patriarchal
dominance, the dual narratives have another side,
which violate the dominant narrative in the text and
allow female subordinates to find a voice.
Rejections that allow the subordinates to resist the
ruling hierarchy. Laughing, working, not taking
advice, giving birth, speaking, leading, intellect and
religion (deficient), kindness, goodness, being in the
house, and being in the association are among these
possibilities of resistance of the silent subordinate
women. They undermine the rule of patriarchy. The
dominant plot of the selected proverbs is mostly
tragedy in which women have lost the social world,
but the existence of contradictory traces provides the
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ground for their temporary release from the current
failure and drawing a comedic plot. Thus, it is clear
that "everything is inside the text" and by using the
internal features of the text, it is possible to break its
apparent coherence and change the dominant plot of
the text. The result of the re-narration of the
dominant narrative is through overturning the
hierarchies that govern the text, which shows how
the narrative can become a free game of dual
confrontations behind the hierarchies and women
find a different position in the re-narration.
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