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: Abstract
¢ Despite having many similarities, artistic styles in Islamic societies also have
: many differences depending on the methods of governance in different historical
: periods. Textile manuscripts are among the arts that represent these differences
¢ in their identity and quality. The main question of the present study is what is
: the relationship between the patterns and lines of hand-woven fabrics with
¢ religious beliefs and methods of governance of a period. To study this issue, the
: two Safavid and Seljuk periods have been chosen as examples? The aim is to
: examine the similarities and differences of the calligraphy and patterns of fabrics
¢ of the Safavid and Seljuk eras, which has been carried out in a descriptive-
: analytical manner and with a comparative approach. The results of the study
: show that the use of calligraphy and patterns in the fabrics of these two periods
: was different and had a direct relationship with religious beliefs. In addition,
¢ religious beliefs (Shiite and Sunni) have also been crystallized in the motifs and
: themes of the fabrics, so that there are clear differences between these two
: textiles in terms of the use of motifs, lines and prayers, as well as the use of
Keywords: Fabric, calligraphy, i human motifs. The fabrics of the Seljuk era have animal, plant, geometric and
motifs, Seljuk era, Safavid era. : Arabic (Kufic) calligraphy motifs, but in the Safavid era, due to the presence of
i weavers-painter and changing religious beliefs and convictions, we see the
: importance of using human motifs and Persian (Nasta'liq) calligraphy alongside
: other motifs
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Islamic art is the crystallization of the spirit of the
monotheistic faith of Muslims in an abstract form.
Although the artistic traditions of Islam are
homogeneous and unified, each one also has
regional and local differences. Weaving is one of the
industries that has always been of interest to rulers
throughout history. Evidence shows that rulers often
attached great importance to the clothing and
decorations of their palaces and used exquisite and
luxurious clothing, because they considered it a sign
of their authority and power. As a result, the royal
weaving workshops, with a large number of skilled
and skillful weavers, were always active to meet the
needs of the court. The fabrics are among the most
prominent examples of textiles and the product of
Islamic thought and were seen on the clothes of
kings, nobles, special individuals and government
and government officials and had writings, patterns
and warp and weft of gold and colored threads. The
design of textiles always carried a religious or
political meaning and was mainly given to
individuals as a robe and gift and in the form of
ceremonial robes. These fabrics were also used as
shrouds in the burial of certain dead persons.
Much of the research conducted in the field of
Islamic textiles has been influenced by the study
of Islamic textiles, especially the taraz (written)
fabrics. The study of fabrics is also very
important in Iran during the Islamic period,
because not only did a large number of these
textiles come from Iran, but most of the taraz
textiles were also produced there or exported
from there to other parts of the world. Taraz cloth
was produced in abundance during the Seljuk and
Safavid periods and not only played a very
important role in royal affairs, but was also
considered the most prominent Islamic textile in
terms of political, social and artistic appeal in these
two periods. Taraz cloths in Islamic civilization
have had very significant propaganda, political and
identity aspects, which are actually both the
offspring and product of Islamic thought and, due to
the element of calligraphy, are closely related to the
teachings of Islam in terms of form and content. The
outstanding expressive power of calligraphy and
calligraphy in interaction and accompaniment with
motifs has been one of the factors that has led to the
expansion and prosperity of the use of calligraphy
alongside motifs in Taraz cloth.

2- Methods

In the studies conducted on the weaving of the
Safavid and Seljuk eras and the study of the patterns
of the fabrics of this era, it was found that many
studies have been conducted, but in the field of

sociological study of the effects of religion and
government on the art of weaving and comparative
study of the art of weaving in the Safavid and Seljuk
eras, it was found that none of the previous studies
have paid attention to this issue, and the present
effort may be the first step in doing this.

3- Findings

Considering the two different religious communities
ruling in the Seljuk and Safavid periods, one being a
fanatical Sunni with closed and rigid thoughts and
the other being a Shiite with relatively open
thoughts, and also considering the Safavid kings'
great support and artistic aspect of the arts, as well
as the intellectual growth and greater freedom of
expression of artists during this period to create their
own art, apart from the severe Islamic restrictions
that existed during the Seljuk period, during the
Safavid period we witness developments in the
textile weaving industry and fabric designs, and
conversely, greater freedom in the use of designs
and images in fabrics of this period compared to the
Seljuk period. The main nature of the written themes
on the taraz fabrics during the era of the Sunni
caliphs of Iran, such as the Seljuks, was more in line
with honoring, praising, and glorifying the caliph as
the successor of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), but
during the Safavid era, the written themes of the
taraz changed under the influence of their Shiite
religious ideas, and Shiite supplications and hadiths
or verses referring to Shiite themes were used.
Another thing is that, considering the progress of the
art of weaving and the existence of advanced
weaving machines and the upgrading of the
machines in the Safavid era compared to the Seljuk
era, developments in the field of weaving diverse
and complex patterns and weaving lines with many
circles such as Nastalig on fabrics existed during the
Safavid era.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

According to the results obtained from the study of
images and designs of textiles and woven fabrics of
these two periods, it can be admitted that in all
Islamic periods, with the advent of the Quran,
calligraphy has always been very influential in the
composition of designs and themes of Islamic
textiles and fabrics in all periods. After the advent of
Islam and the revelation of the Quran, letters and
words took on a sacred aspect, and the presence of
lines and writings alongside designs brought this
sense of holiness, and the presence of words and
alphabets on fabrics was to instill an atmosphere of
holiness. In most surviving textiles, writing and
calligraphy have always been considered and
respected as the main element for decorating textiles
due to their place in Islam and the Quran and among
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Muslims, and have been designed in a way that is
definitely legible. In some other examples, the linear
element is designed in narrow strips that have a more
decorative role. The form and content of the writing
used in the design of the Taraz fabrics also differed
in relation to their use in a specific place or location.
In fact, Taraz fabrics contained different themes
depending on whether they were designed for use in
clothing or for covering tombstones, etc. Taraz
fabrics and the study of their writings reveal that
these fabrics and their writings had an identity and
that meaningful words and sentences were used in
them, and that the element of writing on these fabrics
was very important and had a valuable position in
terms of politics, society, and propaganda.
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