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: Abstract
Received: April 4, 2024 : "Gol Agha" was a critical and humorous magazine in the 90s which was highly
Accepted: October 14, 2025 : . . . . s
Available online: December 22, - popular among different strata of society for addressing the socio-political issues
2025 of the society through the lens of satirical literature and the use of rhetorical
: subtleties. The critical discourse analysis of this work aims to explore the
confrontational approaches of magazine’s intellectuals with various ideologies
: and power relations, through the multitude of visible and hidden textual
: symptoms in the context of the audience's background knowledge and put the
magazine's  viewpoint on these issues under the microscope.
: To achieve this goal, seven of his works in the form of poetry and prose from
: 1992 have been selected, which have been examined in accordance with
Fairclough's approach inferred from his articles. The results indicate that at the
¢ descriptive level, "Gol Agha”, with its unparalleled mastery of classical and
: contemporary literature and by using a wide and sometimes self-made

Keywords: Discourse, critical : vocabulary as well as masterful structures, has provided its readers with
discourse analysis, Gol Agha, : intriguing and key clues; which at the interpretive level gives the readers
power, ideology ¢ nuanced understanding of the situational and historical context of the discourse

in the context of their background knowledge. And finally at the explanatory
: level, it has made the power relations and dealing with the dominant ideologies
: tangible and comprehensible.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Humorous discourse is one of the important tools for
carrying out social, cultural, and political reforms at
the macro level and combating moral decay and
passivity of activists at the micro level. This literary-
social approach relies on the participation of the
general public, drawing on their knowledge of all
beliefs, convictions, and historical values, and
endeavors to foster a spirit of demand within society.
Critical discourse analysis examines power relations
and the influence of ideology on language,
extracting clues from the level of lexical
descriptions and literary structures, and at the
interpretive level, relating them to the contextual
and historical fabric and to power relations and
ideological features. K. Saberi Foumani, the editor-
in-chief of “Gol Agha” Weekly, with his mastery of
satire and exceptional command over both modern
and ancient literature, has managed to take a critical
and suprapartisian look at social, cultural, and
political issues throughout the years of publication
of this magazine. The present study aims to discuss
and examine this important literary work of the

1990s in the framework of critical discourse
analysis.

2- Methods

The methodology employed in this research

involves critical discourse analysis according to
Norman Fairclough's approach at three levels:
description, interpretation, and explanation. At the
descriptive level, lexical items, grammatical
features, structures, and spatialization techniques are
examined. At the interpretive level, the situational
context, including the description of events,
involved individuals, their relationships, and the role
of language in advancing the narrative, is addressed.
Additionally, Intertextuality = or  historical
connections with similar discourses are elaborated.
Finally, at the explanatory level, the power relations
that have shaped this discourse are introduced, and
the background elements contributing to the
ideological characteristics of the text are elucidated.
The text's stance towards this ideology is also
investigated. For this purpose, seven of his works
published in 1992 were selected in a manner of
purposive sampling and studied using the
aforementioned method.

3- Findings

In the poem " Complaint “, the poet allegorically
addresses inequality and class gap through an
imaginary dialogue between a horse and a carriage
donkey, highlighting the dominant capitalist
perspective that holds individuals responsible for
their own fate and pays little attention to the uneven
playing field. In the text "Wedding," the author
reacts in a critical way to the ostentation and
emergence of a new class carrying values
contradictory to simple living, and considers use of
ideological manipulation of common beliefs as the
source of emotional and intellectual stagnation of
agency. In the text "Medical School," the author
expresses  concern  about  the  rampant
commercialization in the field of education through
a dialogue between two government officials, and
cites lack of pragmatism, insistence on symbolic
actions, and fear-based policymaking as reasons for
adopting this approach. In the poem "Clean City,"
Gol Agha questions the paradoxical orientation of
Tehran Municipality, which claims to be an
environmental advocate while exacerbating citizen's
problems with a capitalist approach.

In the text "Overcome Your Anxiety and Concerns,"
the poet criticizes the non-committed justifications
of officials who, through negligence, hide structure
functions by blaming their responsibilities and
problems on social agents. In the poem “non-profit”
(which commonly refers to private schools), the poet
tries to critique the monetary orientation of these
schools which increase educational inequality, by
highlighting the paradoxical meaning of this word in
Persian language. Finally, in the poem “flattery”, the
poet warns about the prevalence of flattery and
moral decay in society, legitimizing his critical
discourse through phrases that stimulate the
audience's background knowledge.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

If we consider the framework of critical discourse
analysis based on Fairclough's approach as based on
sensitizing the audience's background knowledge in
situational and historical contexts, which examines
the role of language in reproducing changes in
background knowledge during discursive action,
and explains it as containing ideological value, Gol
Agha undoubtedly follows such a method in his
discourse.
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in the literature that have been discussed in details in
this paper, Gol Agha's concern regarding the role of
literary intellectualism in expressing social, cultural,
and political deficiencies and problems is evident,
and his opposition to capitalist ideology in all social,
economic, cultural and environmental fields is
unmistakable and unambiguous.

Thanks to his illustrious revolutionary background,
familiarity with statesmen like Mohammad-Ali
Rajaii and Dr. Hassan Habibi, and holding
significant cultural positions in various periods, K.
Saberi Foumani, managed to maintain his critical
stance throughout the years of publishing Gol Agha
magazine. Despite political pressures, he didn’t
afraid of any personality, party, or organization
when  addressing  issues, deficiencies, and
deviations, and as he himself put it, he spoke the
right and as long as he could, standing alongside the
people. Undoubtedly, such an approach greatly
contributed to his exceptional popularity among the
general public.

In this research project, the discourse of Gol Agha's
satire was examined and analyzed using Norman
Fairclough's Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)
approach. Like any other research, it is not immune

to errors and shortcomings, and it is hoped that with
the constructive and thoughtful feedback from you,
esteemed readers, these shortcomings and
deficiencies will be addressed for the enrichment of
future research.
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