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: Abstract

¢ In the current research, the effect of domestic and foreign media on social
: participation in the villages of the border regions of Kurdistan province was
: investigated. The research method is quantitative, applied in terms of purpose
i and cross-sectional in terms of time, which was used by survey and questionnaire
: technique. The statistical population of all residents of the villages of Sagez,
: Baneh, Marivan and Sarovabad in Kurdistan province, which in 1401-1402,
: according to the 1395 census, was a total of 222,174 people. The sample size
: was calculated using Cochran's formula of 384 people, sampling was done based
: on classification and the number of samples was distributed based on the
: population share in each village and questionnaires were randomly distributed
: and data analysis was done using SPSS software. Became social participation
: variable. Processing, statistical analysis of information was done using
¢ descriptive and inferential statistics. The findings show that there is a
¢ relationship between media performance and social participation. The value of
: this relationship is 0.405 and its direction is positive and statistically significant;
i Also, there is a significant relationship between internal media performance and
: social participation. But there is no significant relationship between the
: performance of foreign media and social participation. As a result, it can be
: concluded that the performance of internal media has a great effect on social
i participation.

Received: October 4, 2024
Accepted: October 14, 2025
Available online: June 22, 2026

Keywords: Domestic media,
foreign media, official
participation, informal
participation.

L
|

. . . . o

Shafieinia, S., Adhami, A. & Khademian, T. (2026). A sociological study of the relationship between media |

i effects and social participation in rural areas. Sociology of Culture and Art, 8 (2), 94-106. i
|

|

Corresponding author: Abdolreza Adhami

Address: Islamic Azad university, Tehran Shomal branch, Tehran, Iran
Email: adhamiab@yahoo.com


mailto:adhamiab@yahoo.com

A sociological study of the relationship between media effects and social
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Achieving progress will not be possible without the
existence of collective life, cooperation with others
and a multi-directional interactive process; In other
words, in order to achieve development, one of the
important and basic conditions must be provided,
that is, the existence of participation. So that
development is not possible without social
participation. The discussion about participation is
not only important in the literature of development,
but basically it can be considered a process that is
rooted in human social life and its dimensions have
changed and improved over time and according to
the requirements of different periods of history
(Zetumpka, 1384:13). Participation resulting from
individual and community trust also includes all
individual and group activities (Idrisi, 1391: 158).
From a sociological point of view, participation is
considered as a multi-directional interactive process
that will result in the intervention and supervision of
people and the social capability of the system in
achieving development along with social justice.
The most fundamental idea underlying participation
is accepting the principle of cooperation and sharing
the efforts of individuals to improve the quantity and
quality of life in all social, economic and political
fields (Norouzi, 2008: 250)

Researches show that many factors are effective in
the issue of social participation, one of the most
important influential social factors is the field of
media performance (Saroukhani, 2015: 40). The
performance of the media is considered as one of the
factors influencing the social participation of people
in urban or rural communities. The absence or
weakness of popular participation reduces the
dynamics of individual and group activities and
makes growth and development difficult.
Communication and media discussion in the border
areas have not been given the necessary attention.
Considering the diverse functions of mass media,
such as awareness and information, providing
grounds for public participation and public
supervision in the social system, they can have a
place worthy of attention in the development,
evolution and institutionalization of the indicators
and fundamental elements of the political structure
of the society. News media such as newspapers,
magazines, books, radio, television, internet, and the
like, as one of the important institutions of society
with their influence on opinions and opinions and
other dimensions of human life, create certain
political and social realities for people
(Golshani2013).

Today, the importance of the effective role of the
people and their participation in the movement
towards the sustainable development of the border

areas is not hidden from anyone. feel satisfied with
the benefits of development (Hamid Moghadam,
1370:10). Based on this, the aim of this research is
to study and investigate the dimensions of internal
and external media knowledge (independent
variable) in formal and informal social participation
(dependent variable) of villagers in the western
border areas of Kurdistan province and to answer
questions such as, what are the dimensions of media
performance? How does it affect social
participation? What are the consequences of social
participation in border areas and how does it
manifest itself?

2- Methods

This study uses a mixed-methods approach to
collect comprehensive data on the effects of internal
and external media performance on social
participation in border dwellers. A combination of
surveys, interviews, and focus group discussions
will be conducted to collect both quantitative and
qualitative data. To gather comprehensive data, a
mixed-methods approach will be employed,
including surveys, interviews, and focus group
discussions. The research will target individuals
residing in both urban and rural areas of border
regions to capture diverse perspectives. The
research will target individuals residing in border
regions, including both urban and rural areas, to
capture diverse perspectives. The objectives of the
research include assessing the level of feeling
security among border residents, identifying the
factors influencing their perception of security,
exploring the relationship between feeling secure
and social participation, examining potential
barriers and opportunities for social participation in
border regions, and providing recommendations for
promoting community cohesion and integration. In
other words, objectives include:
1. To assess the level of feeling security among
residents living in border regions. 2. To identify the
factors influencing residents' perception of security
in border areas. 3. To explore the relationship
between feeling secure and social participation
among border residents. 4. To examine the potential
barriers and opportunities for social participation in
border regions. 5. To provide recommendations for
promoting community cohesion and integration in
border areas.

3- Findings

Based on the results of the research, there is a
relationship between media performance and social
participation of border residents of western
Kurdistan province. The value of this relationship is
0.405, its direction is positive and statistically
significant; Also, the investigation of the
relationship between the dimensions of media
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performance and social participation shows that
there is a significant relationship between the
performance of internal media and social
participation. But there is no significant relationship
between the performance of foreign media and
social participation. As a result, it can be concluded
that the performance of internal media is very
effective on social participation. There is a
significant relationship between media performance
and dimensions of social participation. As a result,
the statistical data of this research confirms the
positive effect of media performance on the informal
and formal dimensions of social participation.
According to 46.9% of the respondents, the
performance of the media was in an unfavorable
situation, 47.4% in a semi-efficient situation and
57% in a favorable and efficient situation.
According to "Heath" and "Gilbert", it is the media
that are able to make people feel insecure. In other
words, it is the media that, with all its mechanisms,
can increase people's interest in their participation
and participation or be involved in reducing it.
According to the majority of people in the border
areas of Saqqgez, Baneh, Marivan and Sarovabad, the
performance of the media is weak.

4- Discussion & Conclusion
From the point of view of the statistical research
community, social participation is affected by the

performance of domestic and foreign media. The
results showed that reducing the role and importance
of the media's performance causes mistrust, the
spread of pessimism, rumors, and lack of
participation and cooperation in the country's
economic, social, political, and security programs,
and this process will be a suitable platform for social
turmoil that is passing Time has destructive and
negative effects on the quality of life and leads to
people's unnecessary care and protection of
themselves, makes them open from social activities
and increases the level of mistrust towards others,
and finally, causes the decline and stagnation of
economic, political, security and They become
social.
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