Sociology of Culture and Art Volume 8. Issue 1. Spring 2026. Pages 1 to 12

Research Paper

Investigating the application of triangulation and its capabilities in art research

Elham Shams?, Mehdi Mohammadzadeh?*, Mohammad Abbaszadeh® Karim Mirzayi
1. PH. D. student of Art Research, Tabriz Islamic Arts University, Tabriz, Iran

2. Professor, Art History, Fine Arts Faculty, University of Ataturk-Turkiye.

3. Professor, Department of sociology, University of Tabriz, Tabriz, Iran

4. Assistant professor, Virtual Arts, Tabriz Islamic Art University, Tabriz, Iran

httos://doi.ora/10.22034/scart.2025.140309.1431

: Abstract

:  Many art studies conducted in Iran lack methodological diversity, and while
: the methodological section sometimes draws attention to the clichéd repetition
: of words such as "qualitative” and "analytical," it is observed that they are
: sometimes not very rich in achieving results. The pathological view by experts
¢ in this field is mainly focused on the common problems of qualitative studies,
: such as the interference of the researcher's personal taste and also the
: manipulation of data to fit the theory. The present study attempts to introduce a
: multifaceted approach, which has been neglected in Iran despite its initial
: introductions, for the first time to facilitate the foundations of this approach's
: entry into art studies, and to pave the way for increasing the richness and
: credibility of these studies by exploring how to apply it. The present study aims
: to provide clear answers to these questions: What is the usefulness of applying
: a multifaceted methodology in art studies? And how can this type of
: methodology be applied? The importance of the present study lies in the fact
: that, by focusing on one of the major weaknesses in the field of art research and
¢ with the intention of providing a solution, it tries to help researchers in this field
: by introducing a new methodology and thus take a small step towards the
¢ advancement and strengthening of future research in this field. The necessity of
: the present study arises from the fact that by introducing a multimodal
: methodology that remains largely unknown in Iran and has not been used in art
: research so far, it will pave a new way to refine the results and make the research
: more robust than before. The findings of this study indicate that among all the
: existing categories for multimodality, theory multimodality, which follows the
: application of more than one theory to data analysis, will probably be the most
¢ beneficial type of multimodality for increasing the validity of the findings of
" research conducted on art.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

The importance of the present study lies in the fact
that, by focusing on one of the major weaknesses in
the field of art research, it attempts to help
researchers in this field by introducing a new
methodology, and thus take a small step towards the
advancement and strengthening of future research in
this field. The necessity of the present study arises
from the fact that by introducing a multifaceted
methodology, which remains largely unknown in
Iran and has not been used in art research so far, it
will pave a new way to refine the results and make
the research more robust. The main goal of the study
is to introduce the aforementioned methodology,
why it is useful, and how to apply it. The present
study aims to give clear answers to these questions:
What is the usefulness of applying a multifaceted
methodology in art research? And how can this type
of methodology be used? For a brief and initial
introduction, before entering into a detailed
discussion, the multifaceted approach can be defined
as the fact that a multifaceted methodology uses
multiple research methods to study a subject. This
research first highlights the uniqueness of the
present study by reviewing its background. Then, it
explains its research method and then, by explaining
the multifaceted methodology, it enumerates its
advantages and limitations. After that, it explains its
application in art research by mentioning case
studies and finally presents its suggestions and
conclusions.

2- Methods

In the present study, an attempt has been made to
examine the multimodality of research by means of
documentary methods and the review of the most
recent articles. Documentary review of a collection
of selected books and articles enables the extraction
and analysis of information related to the
multimodality method and provides a deeper
understanding of the phenomenon under study. In
the next step, an attempt is made to clarify the
application of the aforementioned method in the
field of art research through a conceptual review. In
order to clarify the connection with the field of art
and how the multimodality method is applied in this
field, numerous examples have been used to
facilitate the identification and understanding of
trends as much as possible. The present study, with
a developmental goal, attempts to pave the way by
introducing a new concept from the field of social
research into the field of art studies and to take a step
towards enriching the types of these studies,
especially the richness of art case studies.

3- Findings
One of the problems that is seen in the field of art
research is the abundance of articles that not only

have unclear and unthought-out methodologies, but
also the use of words such as qualitative or
descriptive-analytical in them, along with working
on images or other aspects of art, has led to a kind of
overshadowing of the personal taste of the
researcher and the interference of the taste of the
authors of the article. Although approaches such as
mixed methodology (quantitative and qualitative)
have sometimes been able to give more credibility
and richness to qualitative research, it seems that this
approach is not enough, at least for art studies
(although it has been rarely used), and there is a need
to apply new approaches that can fundamentally
improve these studies. In this regard, the present
study, by introducing the multimodal approach,
aims to first explain the initial origin and types of its
classifications by fully introducing this approach,
and then, by selecting multimodality, explore the
theory of this type of multimodality and introduce it
as useful for validating art research. Although the
multimodal approach, like any other approach, has
considerations and limitations, it seems that its
advantages for art research are numerous and it has
the ability to bring much more validity to the
research findings by including multiple perspectives
to answer research questions. However, despite
extensive searching, no article was found in the field
of art research that used the multimodality approach
in part of the research, which highlights the
necessity of introducing and using this approach.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

In fact, the fact that the field of art and artistic
creation is a field full of diversity, creativity and
eclecticism, and the fact that the methodology and
approach of research conducted in such a field and
on such creations should naturally benefit from the
combination of perspectives and diversity of
approaches, is not far from the mind. On the other
hand, much research in the field of art has an
interdisciplinary nature and looks at art with a
background from other fields such as sociology,
anthropology, psychology, history or semiotics.
Therefore, this pluralistic basis once again
highlights the necessity of a multifaceted approach.
The important point when using theory multivariate
analysis is that different theoretical perspectives, no
matter how many, should all look at the same data,
and the results obtained from each theory should be
analyzed in comparison with the results obtained
from other theories, and the similarities and
differences should be clarified. Although at first
glance, the similarity of the results seems pleasant
and a strength of the research, it should be
understood that in the event of differences between
the results, there will also be a contribution to the
research, because the undiscovered and neglected
aspects of the research questions will be revealed in
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