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: Abstract
: This study aimed to propose a model of socio-cultural factors influencing the
¢ sustainable development of sports entrepreneurship in Iraq. The research
: adopted a qualitative approach with thematic analysis. Participants included
: sports entrepreneurs, academic experts, and managers in Irag's entrepreneurship
: sector. These individuals were selected based on their key roles in the
: development and management of sports entrepreneurship and their in-depth
: understanding of the challenges and opportunities related to sustainability in this
: field in Irag. Sports entrepreneurs were chosen for their practical experience in
: creating and managing sports businesses, academic experts for their theoretical
: and research expertise in entrepreneurship and sustainable development, and
: sports managers for their managerial experience and policy-making knowledge
¢ inthis domain. A purposive sampling method was used, and 17 participants were
: selected based on the principle of theoretical saturation. The research instrument
. : consisted of exploratory (semi-structured) interviews. The validity of the
ecosystem,. entreprepeurshlp : instrument was confirmed based on sample credibility, expert opinion, and inter-
sus_ta!r?ablllty, Iraq, innovative . & rater agreement. Data were analyzed using the method proposed by Attride-
activities, sports entrepreneurship. Stirling (2001). Five overarching themes—economic, cultural, infrastructural,
¢ human resources, and managerial—along with 11 organizing themes and 49
: basic themes, were identified as factors influencing the development of socio-
¢ cultural aspects of sports entrepreneurship in Irag. Subsequently, the research
: model was formulated. This model can contribute to the sustainable and long-
: term development of sports entrepreneurship in Iraq and play a key role in the
: growth and stability of this sector within Iragi society.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

In recent decades, sport has rapidly transformed
from a social activity into a large and profitable
industry. This transformation has made sport no
longer just a hobby or physical activity, but a
powerful economic sector that plays an important
role in job creation, turnover and infrastructure
development. Large investments in this area,
financial support for teams and athletes and the
creation of major sporting events all indicate the
significant growth of this industry. Although sport
has been known as a commercial activity since
ancient times, it has never reached such a level of
development and profitability as it does today. The
increasing growth of investments, the emergence of
new technologies and the expansion of media
platforms have turned sports into a global industry
with staggering revenues. The aim of this research is
to design a local and practical model to identify
socio-cultural factors affecting the realization of
sustainable sports entrepreneurship in Irag, which,
considering the specific characteristics and
conditions of this country, provides appropriate
operational solutions to exploit the existing
capacities in this field and create new opportunities.
In addition, this model can help strengthen
entrepreneurial knowledge and skills in the Iragi
sports community and pave the way for sustainable
and long-term progress in this sector, so that sports
entrepreneurship becomes a key factor in the
country's economic and social growth. In this regard,
the main question of the research is: How is the
model of socio-cultural factors affecting the
development of sustainable sports entrepreneurship
in Iraq designed?

2- Methods

The present study is applied in terms of purpose and
descriptive and exploratory in terms of research
implementation strategy. At the same time, it is
categorized in the qualitative research group in
terms of data type. Two documentary (library)
methods and field methods were used to collect data.
The statistical population of this study consisted of
sports entrepreneurs, scientific experts, and
managers in the field of entrepreneurship in Irag.
These individuals were selected based on their key
role in the development and management of sports
entrepreneurship and their deep familiarity with the
challenges and opportunities related to the
sustainability of this field in Irag. Sports
entrepreneurs were selected because of their
practical experience in creating and managing sports
businesses, scientific experts were selected because
of their theoretical and research expertise in the field

of entrepreneurship and sustainable development,
and sports managers were selected because of their
managerial and policy-making experience in this
field. The sampling method of this study was
purposive, and based on the principle of theoretical
saturation, 17 people were selected.

3- Findings

Table 2 shows the demographic characteristics of
the 17 research participants, who were categorized
into three groups: sports entrepreneurs, academics,
and entrepreneurship managers. In terms of gender,
10 were male and 7 were female. In terms of
education, 6 had a PhD, 6 had a master’s degree, and
5 had a bachelor’s degree. The participants’ ages
ranged from 33 to 55 years, and their work
experience ranged from 10 to 30 years. Five
overarching themes of economic, cultural,
infrastructure, human resources, and management,
11 organizing themes, and 49 basic themes are
among the factors and determinants affecting the
development of the socio-cultural contexts of sports
entrepreneurship in Irag. Next, the research model
was outlined. This model can contribute to the
sustainable and long-term development of sports
entrepreneurship in Iraq and play a key role in the
growth and sustainability of this sector in lraqi
society.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

This study was conducted with the aim of
presenting a model of socio-cultural factors
affecting the development of sustainable sports
entrepreneurship in Iraqg. Five overarching themes of
economic, cultural, infrastructure, human resources
and management, 11 organizing themes and 49 basic
themes are among the factors and factors affecting
the development of socio-cultural fields of sports
entrepreneurship in Irag. The research model was
then outlined. For the sustainable growth of sports
entrepreneurship, the general culture of society
towards sports must change. Society must view
sports as an industry with economic and social
potential, not just as a recreational or entertaining
activity. This change in attitude can be achieved
through awareness campaigns, the media and
interactions between cultural, sports and educational
institutions. Special attention to introducing the
economic and social benefits of sports, including job
creation, health promotion and strengthening
national identity, can be effective in this direction. It
is worth noting that this study has limitations that
need to be considered, including that the study data
is based only on qualitative analyses and the
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