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: Abstract

: Filmmakers are generally able to employ different layers of their imagination,
: depending on their intellectual or practical independence or dependence on
: systems of power. Thus, imagination could appear at various levels. Pioneering
: imagination is one of the types. The probability of the occurrence of such
¢ “imagination” would be close to certain as it is based on scientific data and
¢ mastery in the philosophy of history. Peter Watkins is indeed the representative
: of this kind of imagination in cinema. His films not only predict the possible
: futures, but also try to prevent those catastrophic possibilities through breaking
: from the monoform. This qualitative research is a case study of the films that
¢ had been purposefully selected from Watkins works based on his filmmaking in
: monoform and post-monoform. To analyse the data, first, the elements of
: imagination in Watkins cinema were studied using Mills sociological
Keywords: Imagination, imag!nat!on. Then, b_y using \_Ne_ltkins monofqrm theory, t_he functiqn of this
Sociological Imagination, Reality, : |mag|nat|on_ —convertln_g predlct_lon (theory) into p_reventlon (practice)- was
Peter Watkins : studle_d. T_hls st_ugiy with a .so.ual and_ anthropological approach shows that
: Watkins, in addition to predicting possible futures, also takes steps to prevent
¢ impending catastrophes in an agreement ground with the audience. It can be said
: that this is achieved by crossing the sociological imagination through the
: elements of filmmaking (form, process, and ideology). Some key elements in
: the filmmaker's imagination are: Historical consciousness, offering media
: awareness to the audience, the importance of practical education, the dialect of
¢ feminine mentality and masculine brutality, the role of language and culture.
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Reality after Imagination in the Cinema of Peter Watkins

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Filmmakers are generally able to employ and
express different layers of their imagination,
depending on their intellectual or practical
independence or dependence on systems of power
and wealth. Thus, imagination could appear at
various levels. These levels are not necessarily
superior or inferior to each other and each of them
has special characteristics based on their distance
and closeness to each individual’s intellectual
independence versus dependence on the systems of
power. The independent imagination can absorb
more suppression and censorship whiles the neutral
imagination (according to the system’s definition) or
inline imagination with the goals of the system, can
be welcomed and get significant support. One type
of independent magination is the pioneering and
speculative imagination as it is formed in
combination with knowledge, historical
consicousness and science. Pioneering imagination
is a kind of imagination that the probability of its
occurrence is close to certain as it is based on
scientific data and mastery in the philosophy of
history. This type of imagination exposes the
passive imagination of systems that usually try to
create their desired totalitarian realities. Therefore,
the mainstream tends to eliminate, marginalize and
abandon this type of independent imagination. Peter
Watkins is indeed the representative of the
pioneering imagination in cinema. Besides
predicting the possible futures in his films, it seems
that Watkins tries to augment the knowledge of his
audience, confront passiveness, and thus prevents
catastrophes before happening.

2- Methods

This qualitative research is a case study of the
purposefully selected films from Watkins works.
The films have been selected both from monoform
and post-monoform periods of his filmmaking. Two
films, Forgotten Faces (1960) and War Game
(1965), were selected from his first decade of
amateur filmmaking while he was trying the
monoform. Three films were selected from the
second decade, Gladiators (1969), Punishment Park
(1970) and Trap (1975) whil the filmmaker is trying
to break from monoform and two films are selected
from the third and forth decade of his filmmaking,
Journey (1983-1986) and La commune (1999)
where he practice the post-monoform.

Two main questions are answered in this article.
What elements can be considered as elements of
sociological imagination in Watkins' films? And
how do Watkins' films call the audience to act and
prevent potential disasters? To review the data, first,
the elements of imagination in Watkins cinema were
studied using Mills sociological imagination theory.
Then, by using Watkins's monoform theory, the

function of this imagination which converts
prediction (theory) into prevention (practice) was
studied.

3- Findings

This study with a social and anthropological
approach shows that Watkins, in addition to
predicting possible futures, also takes steps to
prevent impending catastrophes. This cannot happen
without reaching into a respective agreement with
the audience. In his films, Watkins not only predicts
possible futures and provides the audience with
something beyond and more than the current reality,
but also places the audience in the context of
considering taking action to prevent possible
disasters frm happening. This integration of
prediction and prevention can be examined from two
perspectives. First of all, the filmmaker is equipped
with sociological knowledge and imagination.
Having Sociological imagination enables Watkins
to puts this knowledge in a personalized
arrangement with a different format in his films, so
he distance himself as much as possible from the
homogenized structure of the mainstream media.
Also, in the process of making the film, he avoids
the existing hierarchical structure, and gives the
actors and audience the right to have an opinion in
making and shaping the film.

History tends to repeat itself. One of the most
important elemnts of sociological imagination in
Watkins films is the understanding of the historical
mechanism and actively adaption to the current
occurances. Another element is historical
consciousness that breaks the director from
hierarchical methods in filmmaking. Wether it is
regarded to the production process or post
production. Watkins always considers a respectful
place for both his crew and audience. His actors are
not forced to pretend to be who they are not and they
are being included in a process of learning
throughout the film. The editing considers the sam
place for the audience as well. Not to mention that
the essence of the selected themes of the movie in
addition to breaking from the conventional forms,
enhance the audience experience and prevents the
audience from falling into passivity and
consumerism.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

Watkins can be called the sociologist of cinema.
He is equipped with sociological imagination and he
also has the concerns of a cultural anthropologist. In
his films, Watkins not only predicts possible futures
and provides the audience with something “more
real than reality”, but he also gives the audience the
knowledge to prevent possible disasters. This is
provided through both form and content that is being
employed and selected by the director. Some the key
elements in Watkins’s imagination are: Historical
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consciousness, breaking from conventional forms,
providing audience with critical thinking and media
literacy, Educating and bringing awareness through
the process of making the film, Considering a place
of reflection in different layers for the audience and
the dialect of feminine mentality versus macsulin
severity.
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