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_ : Abstract

Received: November 1, 2024 : Urban spaces, as a cultural text, play a crucial role in creating cultural
Accepted: June 8, 2025 : experiences and transmitting collective meanings. Tourism is a social
Available Online: September 23, : phenomenon that is influenced by the interconnected cultural components of
2026 : urban spaces, which has a significant impact on the vitality and creation of
: nostalgic feelings among individuals. The cultural-social functions of urban
: spaces, taking into account the reciprocal relationships between urban spaces
¢ and cultural elements, are an answer to the cultural needs of citizens, which can
: be achieved through a focus on urban spaces and cultural activities .As there is
¢ a multifaceted relationship between cultural Components and urban spaces,
: social changes and transformations have a direct impact on the functions.
: Considering the cultural richness and historical significance of Sanandaj city and
: its tourist attractions, it attracts a large number of tourists every year. Given the
: importance of this topic, the aim of this research is to investigate the cultural-
¢ social Components of tourism spaces in Sanandaj. The research methodology is
: descriptive-analytical. After collecting primary data through field research,
: library research, and interviews with participants, the contents of urban spaces
¢ were analyzed using content analysis. The codes and categories were extracted
¢ from the data. The statistical population in this study includes three groups: local
: residents, tourists, and employees and officials from various sectors. To
: determine the sample size, both targeted sampling and theoretical sampling were
¢ used simultaneously. The findings of the study indicate that analyzing urban
¢ cultural space and social life is related to the city's cultural and historical context.
: Sustainable urban development, which leads to social and cultural identity, will
: improve the quality of life for citizens. All these factors will be made possible
: through changes and increasing awareness. In conclusion, in the framework of
" grounded theory, the cultural-social functions of tourism spaces lead to the re-

creation of cultural identity, strengthening social relationships, and economic

development, which can help understand the deeper effects of tourism on culture

and society.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Context of globalization, which reflects a range of
changes since the Industrial Revolution in societies,
is also on the rise. Additionally, the trend towards
urban living, which has led to changes in social
structures, has increased the inclination towards
tourism. Tourism is a social and economic
phenomenon that represents the largest peaceful
movement of people across the globe and plays a
crucial role in the economies of many countries. The
city of Sanandaj, with its suitable geographical,
historical, natural, and cultural conditions, holds a
significant position in the expansion of urban
tourism. One of the main features of the culture of
this region is the development of its language and
folkloric characteristics, which are reflected in
prominent ethnic ceremonies and traditions.
Important anthropological activities in the field of
tourism include researching the cultural and social
functions of tourism, which encompasses the
thoughts, actions, and reactions of a society towards
the behaviors of tourists. It also aims to explore the
differences and similarities among human
communities, gain awareness about ethnic customs,
local heritage, arts, dances, music, rituals, language,
and the recreation of national, local, and ethnic
identities. By identifying and promoting specific
cultures, it seeks to enhance public awareness
regarding these customs.

2- Methods

Based on the central questions and objectives, this
research is qualitative in nature and in-depth in its
approach. By employing qualitative methods, the
aim is to achieve findings without bias or
preconceptions. To understand the processes and
relationships, as well as the interactions of
individuals in tourism spaces, and to gain insight
into the depth of ongoing phenomena, observation
methods are utilized. This study is applied in terms
of qualitative content and exploratory in terms of
purpose, cross-sectional in terms of time, and
analytical in terms of methodology. The data
collection methods in this research are conducted
through fieldwork, documentation, and library
research. Additionally, to illustrate tourism and
cultural spaces, symbols, and urban elements,
photography is used to aid the researcher in better
describing the environment. Thus, the study area
includes local community members, tourists,
residents of various accommodation centers,
managers, and staff from relevant governmental
organizations related to tourism and urban spaces.
Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 37
individuals from these groups. In this context, two
types of purposive sampling are used for selecting
interviewees, and theoretical sampling is employed
to determine the number of individuals, identify the

location of the required data, and find the research
pathway. In this research, the approach to data
analysis is content analysis. This is a type of
research methodology aimed at identifying the most
important categories and concepts within a text and
uncovering the latent social realities within it. In this
method, theoretical sensitivity and continuous
comparison of data are considered at every step.
Thus, the researcher continuously compares the data
to discover the underlying patterns within them.

3- Findings

Urban space is a part of a city that serves as a public
arena for urban activities. Urban space possesses
communicative features and is a part of the city's
living organism, which is related to changing socio-
economic and technical conditions. This research
gathers six main categories, each encompassing
multiple concepts, including cultural functions,
exchanges and social functions, preservation of
cultural heritage, functions of the tourism industry,
urban space functions, and education and
awareness-raising, with the central theme being
sustainable urban development, social, and cultural
identity. In today's urban societies, changing
consumption patterns towards more sustainable use
of resources, such as energy and water, leads to the
development of more sustainable urban structures
and a reduction in environmental pollution.
Additionally, attention to the optimal use of public
spaces and the creation of vibrant and dynamic
urban areas can contribute to the development of
urban culture, increase social and cultural activities,
and enhance human interactions within the city. In
other words, sustainable urban development, which
leads to social and cultural identity, will enhance the
quality and lifestyle of citizens, all of which can be
achieved through changes in perception and
experiences. Considering the conceptual framework
employed as a research strategy in this study, if we
regard urban tourism and cultural spaces as cultural
elements, meeting biological, psychological, and
social needs of individuals in social interaction
spaces corresponds to fulfilling cultural needs.
Furthermore, applying Radcliffe-Brown's theories
to this topic can be expressed by stating that if we
view urban tourist spaces as cultural elements, we
can focus on their role in meeting the social needs of
the community.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

Urban tourism spaces and cultural spaces in this
city, as valuable cultural and historical resources,
not only play a significant role in attracting tourists
and strengthening the local economy but also
contribute to improving the quality of life for
citizens and promoting sustainable urban
development by enhancing cultural identity and
social interactions. These spaces help strengthen the
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sense of belonging and local identity in the
community through the preservation and promotion
of cultural heritage, ensuring cultural and social
sustainability in the city. However, given the rich
culture, stunning nature, and the respect and
hospitality of the people in this region, there is a
considerable gap between what officials and
relevant managers have stated and the reality
reflected in the conducted interviews. The evident
underdevelopment must be addressed through
proper, suitable, and tailored policies to create an
environment conducive to attracting tourists.
Sanandaj has the potential to become a tourism hub
like other cities in Iran, with the support of officials
and greater government attention, utilizing its border
opportunities to positively impact the well-being of
its people.
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